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Speculators fail to crack 
peso, Asian currencies 


SINGAPORE—The Philippine peso could 
have earned the dubious distinction of be 
coming the first Asian victim of a speculative 
attack in the 21st century. 

But after three battles with the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), speculators have 
made negligible gains—and may have even 
lost money. 
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OH, REALLY? 
Ranking Ombudsman 
and Commission on Audit 
officials want former Sec- 
retary Luis Lorenzo to 
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Hunger stalks 15% 
of Pinoy households 


HUNGRY HOUSEHOLDS 
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A GROWING number of Filipinos in the 


zm am mm 


trong republic” of President Macapagal-Arroyo are going hungry. The 


incidence of hunger rose to 15.1 percent nationwide in August, up 2.1 percentage points from June. 


COPING WITH HARD TIMES 
Guerrilla legend shares ‘survival’ skills 


AFP orders 
suspension 
of general 


FINALLY, a big fish in the military. 

‘The Armed Forces has ordered 
the immediate suspension of a 
two-star general after the Om- 
budsman found that he had as- 
sets disproportionate to his legiti- 
mate income, a military state- 
‘ment said yesterday. 

It identified the officer as Maj. 
Gen. Carlos Garcia, former AFP 
comptroller and currently chief of 
AFP Plans and Programs. 

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Nar- 
ciso Abaya issued the directive 
upon receiving an order from 
the Ombudsman to place Garcia 
under preventive suspension for 
six months without pay on 
charges “of dishonesty, gross 
misconduct and conduct preju- 
dicial to the best interest of the 


service,” the announcement 
said. 
Efforts to reach Garcia through 


his cell phone were fruitless. Calis 
to his phone were answered by a 
recording. 

Garcia, of PMA Class 71, is be- 
lieved to'be the first member of 
the military's top brass to fail 
“lifestyle checks" ordered by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. As 
a two-star general, his salary 
amounts to P36,015. 

Agence France-Presse quoted 
Lt. Col. Daniel Lucero, AFP chief 
of public information, as saying 
that Garcia's suspension was the 
first for a general “in contempo- 
rary times.” 

Ms Arroyo vowed tough action 
against any government official 
or employee who would enrich 
himself while in office. 

“The Commander in Chief 
will not accept any whitewash 
or cover-up in this case of unex- 

” Press Secretary 

AFP ORDERS AB 


By Volt Contreras 


TIMES must be so tough nowadays that a new 
campaign for backyard-based food sufficien- 
cy has tapped a legendary guerrilla fighter 
and former peasant. rebel to share his 
“wartime” survival skills. 

“Whenever there was a pause in our fight 
with the Japanese, we were planting or har- 
vesting kamote (sweet potatoes) to survive,” 
Luis Taruc, 91, said at yesterday’ launch of 
Coconut Camote Kita at the Quezon Memori- 
al Circle. 

Taruc headed the Hukbalahap guerrillas 
duringWorld War Il and later uned his Cen- 


Rio’s last wish: 


RIO} 
just as much love from them. 


tral Luzon-based force into a leftist insurgen- 
cy movement. 

Residing in Quezon City for the last five 
years, he had a niece accompanying him with 
4 ready wheelchair but he preferred to walk 
with a cane when he showed up for the Coco- 
Camo-Kita launch. 

Organized by Fr. Robert “The Running 
Priest” Reyes, the Coco-Camo-Kita movement 
hopes to inspire reliance on homegrown 
crops as a way to cope with the hard times. 
(See banner story.) 

During the war, Taruc recalled, fewer peo- 
ple went hungry in the provinces compared ro 
Manila because villagers in remote rural areas 


-Cojusangco: If never had cancer, | wouldn’t have found this much love for others, or received 


=, SWS: Food need acute in South 


HUNGER rose to record levels in 
Metro Manila and Mindanao just two 
months into the second term of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Nationwide, one out of every seven (15.1 
percent) household heads polled by Social 
Weather Stations (SWS) in August said his 
family had nothing to eat at least once in the 
last three months, triple the number the previ- 
ous year. 

The rising incidence of hunger came as the 
prices of food and other basic necessities rose 
sharply. The cost of utilities like electricity and 
water as well as transportation and liquefied 
petroleum gas had also gone up. 

“The SWS survey found that the incidence of 
hunger in Mindanao rose to 23 percent, the 
highest in the country and about four times 
the 5.3 percent incidence of hunger on the is- 
land in September 2003. 

In Metro Manila, household heads report- 
ing that their families went without food at 
least once over the past quarter increased to 
15.7 percent, or more than double the 7.3 per- 
cent almost year ago. 

‘The rest of Luzon recorded an 11.3 percent 
incidence, up from 4.7 percent. 

Tn the Visayas, the incidence of hunger rose 
to 13.3 percent from 4.3 percent in September 
last year 

The 


icidence of hunger nationwide is the 
HUNGER AS 


not reached by the enemy cultivated trops. 

“We were even able to sneak in rice and 
com to Manila, where people were dying 
from starvation,” he told the INQUIRER. 

1n provinces where Taruc’s men operat- 
ed—Bulacan, Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, Pangasinan 
and Pampanga—the preferred products were 
those “that can easily be concealed or are un- 
known’ to raiding Japanese soldiers. These 
included kamote, squash, yams (ubi) and taro 
Gabi). 

His men engaged in what Taruc dubbed "our 
harvest struggle"—sharing their supply of 
fruits, grains and vegetables with other fighting 

GUERRILLAS 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—In the end, 
tress and television host Rio Diaz 
got her wish. Her last conversa- 
tions were with loved ones, and 
her last words were not of pai 

Her husband, Negros Occiden- 
tal Rep. Carlos, “Charlie” Co 
juangeo, was holding her hand 
when she passed away “in peace” 
in a California hospital at about 
10:30 am. yesterday (Philippine 
time). * 

Charlie had kept close watch 
since Rio was brought to the Unit- 
ed States in January for yet an- 
ther round of treatments. She 
was diagnosed with colon cancer 
six years ago and given three 
months olive. 

“1's amazing that she survived 
this long,” said Gretchen Co- 
Juangeo, Rio's mother-in-law, 
‘when interviewed at the family’s 
Hacienda Balbina in Pontevedra 
town. 

Gretchen, wife of business ty- 
coon Eduardo “Danding Co- 
juangeo, was scheduling Masses 

RIO'S LAST WISH AB 
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Separation 

pay of GOCC 
worker may 
reach P1.5M 


By Juliet Labog-javellana 


EACH employee of losing govern- 
ment-owned and -controlled cor- 
porations (GOCCs) to be abol- 
ished will receive a maximum 
separation incentive of P1.5 mil- 
lion. 

‘Their counterparts in regular 
departments or agencies whose 
units face abolition will get a 
maximum of a half-month salary 
per year of service on top of their 
regular retirement pay. 

“These were among the provi- 
sions in Executive Order No. 366, 
the Government Rationalization 
Plan, which President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo signed yesterday to 
set into motion the reorganiza- 
tion ofall agencies under the ex- 
ecutive branch. 

Ms Arroyo said the rationaliza- 
tion plan was necessary to ad- 
Gress the budget deficit and im- 
prove the delivery of government 

The EO was issued as Mala- 
cafiang wamed 15 money-losing 
GOCCs and government financial 
institutions (GFls) to shape up or 
face abolition. They are under fire 
for contributing heavily to the bud- 
get deficit through their huge debts 
and for giving excessive salaries 
and perks to their top officials. 

The 15 are the National Food 
Authority, Light Rail Transit Au- 
thority, Philippine National Oil C 
National Home Mortgage and 
nance Corp. Philippine National 
Railways, Technology and Liveli- 
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TARUC: Veteran of “harvest 
struggle” roinioro 


Bibles for friends, relatives in wake 


What is colon cancer? 


‘Any malignant tumor in the 
‘colon or large intestine. 

Colon cancer, rectal cancer 
and colorectal cancer are one 
and the same condition. It 
starts with a single cll that 
mutates and grows into a 
polyp. A polyp that is allowed to 
remain in the colon could grow 
into a cancerous tumor in three 
to seven years. 

Many of those afflicted ex- 
hibit no symptoms until the 
‘cancer is in its advanced stage. 
‘This makes routine screening 
imperative. 

în caso of bleeding, rapid 
weight loss, change in bowel 
habits, or a vague but persis- 
tont pain, see a doctor at once. 
Cure s possible with early 
detection, 


(SOURCE KTTPINLCANCERCARE ORG, 


> Gloria talks about sis 
Entertainment’ A26 


A? 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: The wile county wi expenance coy skies with 
Seater alesowars and undstoras beconang equ over 
fasar Lion 


‘TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2004 


eto Meta Cas ih Pas 
Bog Cay wh Rans 
Togusgarao 


‘ty wah Rans 
kamag Sout wth ace 
an zane 
Toga 


(oat ah Rans 
lagu 
ae 


eacalod Cost wh ns 
out Covey vin Aans 
cas voy an Ras 
Tltan “Cv wh Ras 
‘ex nts Cou Aas 
Taoargs Guy wih Rans 
(Cagayan oora Cou wih Rans 
Saat Cavey win Rare 


malt pr_news@inguirercom.ph 


To FRONTPAGE 


“Text us your feedbacks inquirer news namalcity/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


source cis oy Ras 


oat wa a 


courron urira omsonovigese Graty mo Sams 


CONGRESS INQUIRY 
Probe of GSIS reinsurance trade set 


‘Cynthia D. Balana, Christine O. Avendaño, 
pis Carvajal and Norman Bordadora 


In a makeshift tent, leaders of 
different militant groups took 
tums lambasting Garcia. Those 
who were at the rally aside from 
Courage were Akbayan, the Con- 
federation of Independent Unions 
in the Public Sector, Anakpawis, 
Access and a group of some 50 
; | metro aides who tame in their 
who had pending graft and ad- bright yellow and red uniforms. 
minierat eases a a os z But toe biggest federation of gov- 

Temlla,cosponso of House pr ; ‘ermene employees proupa yesir. 
Resolution 2768 which called for Fuge ppedeukes 
an investigation of the alleged to accept the call of Garcia fora dia- 
anomalies in the GSIS, said there logue stead of taking their igh 
Sasa need to find out which GSIS pee aei 
executives had contributed to the Officials of the Philippine Gov- 
agencyslosss s emment Empioyees Association 

=] am certain the list will reveal (PGEA) said some 50 representa- 
alot about graft and corruption in tives of employees’ groups from 
thesis. e said. varion goverment agendes 

‘The Senate also wants to get were slated to dialogue with Gar- 
intotheact ia Handa co demand tho ouster ofGsischie(Winston Cad other GSISeiial today 
PII-M housing loan == "swapping charges 

Sen. Rodolfo Blazon Jr yester- "Wik all the charges and coum- 
day sid the Senate committee on tercharges being rte by the war. 
urban planning, housing and re- ring camps, it is but proper for gov- 
settlement which he chairs may comment employees 1o icien ae 
soon investigate Garcia for the diligence before taking any adver- 
P11-million housing loan he took ‘sarial action,” said Gloria Almariego, 
out a the GSIS in November last PGEA depuy secretaty general and 
Year president of the Organization of 

The militant group Courage Ron Academic ersonselin UP 
had accused Garcia of abusing his John Doco, PGEA public rela- 
authority after the latter was able tions officer and president of the 
to get the loan in two days. East Avenue Medical Center Em- 

Should Biazon's committee ployees Association, said PGEA 
push through with its investiga- Teter oni 9050 ps 
tion, it would be the second Sen- dents of employees’ associations 
tecommiteeto probe Garcia. in major government agencies 

Over the weekend, Sen. will troop to the GSIS tomorrow 
Richard Gordon sad his commit- to dialogue with its officials. 
tee on government corporations ‘Any controversy in. govem- 
and public enterprises would con- ment or even a union agains 
duct. an inquiry into the contro- management for that matter 
versies hounding Garcia, who is should be settled at the proper 
under siege for alleged misman- venue in accordance with the 
agement of the state pension fund time-honored conduct of a social 
and abuse of power dialogue,” Doco said. 

At a news conference at the 
Senate, Biazon said he had asked 
protesting government and GSIS 
Employees who “ambushed” him 
om his way to the Senate to pre- 
Sent their” complaints involving 
the GSIS ar the probe. 

‘The senator met with the 
proresters who were picketing 


and-file and contractual employees. 

“We are supporting him be- 
cause we are all aware of what is 
really happening in GSIS," 
Gasendo said in Cebuano. 

In lloilo City, however, about SO 
‘government employees picketed 
the GSIS office at noon yesterday. 

“Why is (President Arroyo) 
afraid of Garcia? The government 
employees cannot wait any 
longer for his ouster,” said Pedro 
Escosia Jr, vice chair of the West- 
em Visayas chapter of Courage. 


Black armbands 

1n Leyte, about 5,000 members of 
Courage wore black armbands and 
ribbons to demand Garcia's ouster. 

“Our call was for all members to 
stage silent yet visible protests in 
Whatever form according to their 
capabilities, However, we are pl 
ninga big rally in the coming da 
said Ricky Palencia, Courage secre- 
tary general in Eastem Visayas. 

But all these may be for naught 
after a report by the Commission 
‘on Audit showed the GSIS posted 
the biggest profit among govern- 
ment agencies last year. 

‘The COA report confirmed that 
the GSIS was not in dire straits as 
claimed by some lawmakers and 
disgruntled government employ- 
ees but had posted a P35.6-billion 
net income last year. 


REP JESUS Crispin Remulla (NB 3rd dist., Cavite) yester- 
day asked Congress to look into the reinsurance contracts 
of National Power Corp. (Napocor) which had cost the 
government billions of pesos in premiums. 


‘Remulla filed a resolution 
Gilling for a congressional in- 
‘quity after Winston Garcia, the 
embattled president and gener- 
al manager of the Government 
Service Insurance System 
(GSIS), revealed that æ reinsur- 
ance racket involving Napocor 
was partly responsible for GSIS 
losses amounting to “hundreds 
of millions of pesos in reinsur- 
ance premiums.” 

“We must [Find out] who were 
responsible for these losses,” 
Remulla said. 

Because of the losses, he said, 
Napocor was forced to obtain big 
foreign loans, adding to the fi- 
nancial burden of the country. 


MEMBERS of Courage, the federation of government workers’ 
unions, and other militant groups stage protest near the GSIS 


the GSIS office, which is near the 
Senate building. 


Biggest rally yet 

‘The workers together with mil- 
itant organizations yesterday 
staged the biggest rally so far de- 
manding Garcia's resignation. 

‘The protesters vowed to con- 
tinue their action until Garcia re- 
signs. They put up several tents 


GSIS, SSS, RSBS merger eyed 
ByT] Burgonio 


SEN. RALPH Rectois filing a bill 
that would merge the Govern- 
ment Service Insurance System, 
Social Security System, and the 
Retirement and Separate Bene- 
fits System. 

“Why do you need govem- 
‘ment agencies doing the same 
thing? That's the No. 1 reason 
[why we are proposing a merg- 
er),;* Recto, chair of the Senate 
committee on ways and means, 
told reporters after a press fo- 
rumat the Manila Hotel 

Besides, Recto added, a 
merger would drastically’ cut 


and portable toilets near the GSIS 
headquarters in Pasay City. 

Kasamahang Manggagawa ng 
GSIS union president Albert Ve- 
lasco told reporters they were 
prepared to stay until Mala- 
cañang acted on their demand. 

“President Macapagal-Arroyo 
has to choose between the GSIS 
members or Winston Garcia,” Ve- 
lasco said 


Syndicate blamed 

Garcia had said that a syr 
cate of insurance companies wa 
one of the groups behind the 
moveto oust him from the GSIS. 

According to him, the ouster 
move started after he directed the 
GSIS to cut down its reinsurance 
coverage for Napocor by 75 per- 
cent, thus leaving only 25 percent 
for parceling our to private insur- 
ance companies. 

Because of his policy cutting 
the reinsurance coverage of 
Napocor, Garcia said he was able 
to save the government at least 
P500 million. 

‘This was resented, however, by 
the private insurance companies 

started pressuring him to 
farm out 90 percent of the rein- 
surance business, he said. 


Graft list 

Tin other developments, Remul- 
Ja’s brother, Rep. Gilbert Remulla 
(NR 2nd dist, Cavite) yesterday 
said he would compel Garcia to 
provide Congress with the list of 
GSIS executives and employees 


Top earner 

‘The report was submitted tothe 
Senate committee on government 
corporations and public enterpris- 
es chaired by Gordon last week. 

It showed the GSIS topped the 
listo 71 government-owned and - 
controlled corporations in earnings. 

It was followed by the Home 
Development Mutual Fund which 
made P52 billion, Philippine 
Health Insurance Corp., P4 bil- 
lion; Land: Bank, of the Philip- 
pines, P2 billion; Development 
Bank of the Philippines, P1.9 bil- 
lion, and Metropolitan Water- 
works and Sewerage System, P1 
billion, With Michael Lim Ubac, 
Manila; Jhunnex Napallacan, 
Nestor R Burgos Jr. and Joey A. 
Gabieta, PDI Visayas Bureau 


the amount of taxpayers’ contri- 
butions to several agencies each 
year, which come in the form of 
deductions from their salaries. 

“There's so much taxes that 
people pay by way of contribu- 
tion. "A lot is being deducted 
from their salaries and goes to 
the SSS, GSIS, Philhealth. De- 
pending on the salary of the 
government, these make up 24 
percent [of their salary],” he 
said. 

Contributions by individual 
taxpayers amount to P110 bil- 
lion a year, which is larger than 
the taxes paid by corporations, 
according to the senator. 


Cebu support 

In Cebu City, about 70 GSIS em- 
ployees spent their lunch hour 
Staging aly in suppor of Garcia. 

Ceci Gasendo, GSIS-Cebu assis- 
tant manager, said the rally was 
participated in by the pension 
Fens officials as wel! as the rank- 


(dnited Auctione “re | KL shrugs off sultan’s claim 


KUALA LUMPUR—Malaysia shrugged off a 
threat on Monday by one of Southeast Asia's 
more obscure royal dynasties to resort to in- 


Salang Gandum told reporters. 
(On Sunday, the new Sultan of Sulu accused 
Malaysia of illegally occupying the North Bor- 
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ternational law to wrest back part of Borneo 
Island from Malaysia. 

Malaysia's depury foreign minister said the 
State of Sabah, which is also claimed by the 
Philippine-based Sultanate of Sulu and North 
Borneo, was ap integral part of Malaysia. 


neo State, whose waters are rich in oil. 

“Iwill fight for my family's rights in the World 
Court,” Rodinood Julaspi Kiram II told hun- 
dreds of followers outside a mosque in Quezon 
City, where he was crowned the 29th sultan of 
the Sultanate of Sulu and North Borneo. 


“Malaysia is always very clear: Sabah has 
always been an integral part of Malaysia and 
Sabahans are very much Malaysian,” Joseph 


Attack 

on 2 cops 
in Abra 
irks PNP 


ByC.Esguerra 


Many of Southeast Asia's islands were gov- 
ered by Muslim princes before the arrival of 
European colonial powers. Reuters 
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Customs draws list of 200 smugglers 

OBEYING President Macapagal-Arroyo's directive. the Bureau of Customs 
yesterday sai it has prepared its “order of baitie” against smuggling. In his 
first news conference as customs chief, Commissioner George Jereos yes- 
terday said the bureau has compiled a Ist of 200 people and firms suspect- 
ed of massive indirect smuggling which he said has been costing the gov- 
ernment bilions of pesos in revenues. Jens said the suspected smugglers 
were mostiy consignees, importers and customs brokers who misdeclare 
or undervalue the goods that they bring into the country’s major ports. Such 
products include sugar, dangerous drugs, vehicles, rice and “ukay-ukay.” 
‘The commissioner said the tist would be sent to Malacañang to update the 
President on the bureau's latest efforts in tne war against smuggling. He de- 
clined to disclose the identities of the suspected smugglers. Jerome Aning 


R-i! Builders ask SC to junk Chavez suit 
SAYING that tne Smokey Mountain development project was legal, the com- 
panies of businessman Reghis Romero II yesterday asked the Supreme 
Court to dismiss the petition to void the project, They added that some of 
the government agencies that helped tund the PS6 bilion project even 
earned milions in developing the former dumpsite. In a 58-page comment 
fed on Oct. 1, R- Builders and R-11 Holdings asked the high court to dis- 
miss the peition of former Solicitor General Francisco Chavez against the 
project or lack ot merit. They said former Presidents Corazon Aquino and 
Fidel Ramos issued orders that classified the submerged areas around 
Smokey Mountain as alienable or disposable public ands. Chavez had 
asked the tribunal on Aug. 5 to void the joint venture agreement between the 
National Housing Authority and Fl Builders, Inc. to develop Smokey 
Mountain since it allows a private corporation to acquire at least 79 hectares 
of publ and reclaimed fram Manila Bay. Philp C. Tuboza 


international monitors arriving this week 
A G0-MAN international team to monitor a ceasefire between tho Philippines 
and Muslim separatist rebels wil arrive this week, a senior diplomat sald 
Monday. The team of 50 security experts from Malaysia and 10 from Brunel 
wil join nine Malaysians who arrived earlier tnis month in Mindanao. sald 
Foreign Undersecretary for Special Concerns Rafa! Seguis. The group is 
expected to arrive in Manila on Thursday betore tying to the south. Min- 
dango istand is tne southern third of the mainiy Catholic Philippine, where 
Moro islamic Liberation Front (MILF) cebels have been waging a 26-year 
bellon Tor the estabishment of an independont Islamic state, Seguis sald he 
was optimistic that a peace agreement between the MILF and the govern- 
ment could be signed this year ae 


TWO POLICE officers 
were hacked and 
beaten up while serv- 
ing an arrest warrant 
in Abra, the province 
now under tight po- 
lice watch due to the 
long-running vio- 
lence caused by the 
presence of private 
armies. 

Enraged by the at- 
tack on Chief Insp. 
Osmundo Salibo and 
SPO1 Denis Indunan, 
PNP chief Edgar Agli- 
pay yesterday war- 
ed that he would nor 
stop until the nation- 
al police rids the 
province of armed 
groups working for 
local politicians. 

“The campaign 
against loose fire- 
arms and private 
armies wont be 
stopped by incidents 
like this,” he told re- 
porters during a visit 
to the wounded offi- 
cers at Chinese Gen- 
eral Hospital. 


SS TELNOS: 10471 252-1129 + 252-1155 to 5B FANO: (O47) 252-5569 
68 - 9205501 - 426-3908 - 453-7470 - CEL NO. 09178088824 
WEBSITE: WWW.NAUCHONGCETS.CO! 


‘TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2004 


Jalosjos suffers 
heart attack 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
and Nancy C. Carvajal 


FORMER Zamboanga Rep- 


Romeo Jalosjos was rushed to, 


the Makati Medical Center 
over the weekend after he suf- 
fered a heart attack, a New Bili- 
bid Prisons official said yester- 
day. The congressman was re- 
portedly in critical condition. 
Penal Supt. Mario Trasmonte 
said. Jalosjos, who is serving 
two life terms at the national 
penitentiary in Muntinlupa City 
for the rape of an 11-year-old 


girl, suffered the attack in his © 


cell and was taken to the hospi- 
tal before noon on Saturday. 

“It was just before lunch: 
time, He complained that half 
of his body felt numb,” 
‘Trasmonte said. 

He said doctors at the NBP 
hospital examined Jalosjos and 
found that he was suffering 
from coronary heart disease 
and hypertension and recom- 
mended that he be taken to a 
bigger facility. 

“Ie was an emergency case. 
Our ambulance took him and 
we provided the escorts,” 
Trasmonte said. 

He said Jalosjos was still at 


the hospital as of noon yester- 
day and he had yet to receive 
an update on his condition. 

AS of press time yesterday, 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez said he had not received a 
report on Jalosjos’ condition. 
‘The Department of Justice 
oversees the NBR 

Jalosjos was convicted by a 
Makati court on Dec. 12, 1997 of 
‘two counts ofrape and six counts 
of commiting acts of lascivious- 
ness on a minor. He was sen 
tenced to two life terms plus 72 
years at the NBP for the crime. 


Dayrit booed at forum 


By Martin P. Marfil 


HEALTH Secretary Manuel 
Dayrit was booed yesterday at a 
population forum after disclos- 
ing that local health centers had 
abundant supplies of contracep- 
tives that were “underutilize 
(Seerelated story on page 7.) 

Dayrit, who was the keynote 
speaker at a forum on popula- 
tion and development in a Pasay 
City hotel, remarked that the in- 
cident showed various health 
groups were different from each 
other. 

“Tm used to that. This is the 


reproductive health group. 1 
dont take it against them,” 
Dayrit told reporters after his 
speech. 

Dayrit had been criticized by 
various population groups be- 
cause of the Department of 
Health's “hands off” policy on 
contraception 

Roberto Ador head of the 
Philippine Legislators Commit- 
tee on Population and Develop- 
ment, said that the audience 
showed their displeasure be- 
cause Dayrit used wrong data in 
an apparent bid to show that 
there was no population growth. 
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‘A MILESTONE 


GMA hails ‘no-strike’ pact 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


PRESIDENT Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday 
‘commended the signing of a landmark accord be- 
tween labor unions and business groups where 
‘both agreed to follow a “no strke-no retrench- 
ment” policy for as long as the government has 
not sucessilly addressed the fiscal css. 

Labor leaders and government officials 
gave assurance that the agreement would not 
‘undercut petitions for a wage increase seen as 
inevitable in the face of the recent hikes inthe 
prices of fuel and basic commodities. 

“This a milestone,” President Arroyo 
beamed after the signing of the Social Accord 
for Industrial Peace and Stability at the Exec- 
tive Guest House in Malacafiang, 

‘Under the agreement, the mainstream la- 
bor unions—whose number accounts for two- 
thirds of organized labor in the coun- 
try—agreed to “exercise maximum restraint 
in declaring or staging strikes, work slow- 
downs and other forms of work stoppages.” 

For their part, the business groups, represent- 
ed by the Employers Confederation of the Philip- 
pines, agreed to “exercise maximum restraint in 
the retrenchment of employees, suspension of 
‘operations and lockout of businesses.” 

‘The employers further pledged to take all 
possible alternative measures to preserve jobs 
and prevent adding to, the unemployment 
rate, now ata record 13 percent. 

Both camps agreed that a labor strike or plant 
closure watuk only be taken asa last resort. 

Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas said that 
the accord was open-ended. “It’s indefinite. It 
will be there while the crisis lasts,” she said. 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo joi 
after the 


Sto. Tomas disclosed that the government 
brokered the deal. She added that it took two 
months to convince both sides to sign. 

‘She said it was more difficult to persuade busi- 
nesmen to make a commitment not to cut their 
‘workforce than extract a promise from labor unions 
to forego labor strikes. “We faced stiffer resistance 
from businessmen understandably because some 
cof them might be losing money” she said. 

Sto. Tomas said the accord was special be- 
cause it was the first time that the President 
was on hand to witness its signing. 

‘She said this indicated the importance the 
President attached to the maintenance of in- 
dustrial peace and the preservation of jobs 


hands with labor, business and government leaders 
ing ofan accord on industrial peace. 


while she focused on solving the ballooning 
budget deficit and rising debt expenses. 

Sto, Tomas said that the accord was differ- 
ent from previous agreements because its lan- 
guage was clearer on a no-strike, no-retrench 
ment policy "I's a voluntary agreement 
While there are no sanctions, both parties are 
bound by heirword ofhonot"shesaid. | 

“There have been previous social accords that 
mainstream labor groups have signed but this 
accord isspecial because it has a monitoring pro- 
Vision to ensure that ali parties keep their end of 
the bargain,” said Vladimir R. Tupas, secretary 
general of Trade Unions ofthe Philippines and 
‘Allied Services, one of the accord's signatories., 


Erap lawyer to file raps vs Ombudsman 


By Armand N. Nocum 


LAWYERS for ousted President Joseph Estrada 
are set to file charges of dereliction of duty 
against the Ombudsman for dismissing the graft 
case against alleged accomplices of locos Sur 
Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson in the reported diver- 
sion of P170 million in tobacco excisetaxes. 
Defense lead counsel Rene Saguisag yesterday 
accused the Office of the Ombudsman of commit- 
ting “prosecutorial misconduct” after it withdrew 
the information in the criminal case against for- 
mer locos Sur Gow. Deogracias Victor Savellano 
and nine others, which resulted inthe dismissal of 
the case before the Sandiganbayan in January. 
‘Although it considered Singson the “most 
guilty” the Ombudsman said the immunity 


granted to him in exchange for his testimony 
against Estrada had made it pointless to pur- 
sue the case against his co-accused. 

Savellano, Ilocos Sur vice govemor under 
Singson in 1998-2001, and nine other local offi- 
cials were indicted for allegedly conspiring with 
Singson to cover up the diversion of P170 mil- 
lion which had been released by the Depart- 
ment of Budget and Management for the devel- 
‘opment ofthe tobacco industry in locos Sur 

Singson had claimed the money ended up 
with Estrada and that Malacafang at the time 
even helped to cover it up. 

But Saguisag accused the Ombudsman of a 
“cover up" when it withdrew the case. 

“We see here a lack of candor and consisten- 
cy on the part of the prosecution,” he said, 


pointing out that while the Ombudsman was 
‘working hard to prosecute Estrada, it was slow 
in going after Singson and the other accused. 

Contrary tọ Singson's claim that he had par- 
ticipated in the alleged fund diversion after be- 
ing pressured by Estrada, Saguisag said the-de- 
fense had presented and will present Commis- 
sion on Audit officals who would testify that, 
on his own, Singson was involved in fund irreg- 
ularities amounting to close to a billion pesos. 

“Chavit' record shows he does not need prod- 
ding from anybody to commit graf.” Saguisag 
told reporters after a hearing on the Estrada case 
yesterday. “By the time we present all the evi- 
dence, he will come out as most gui.” 

‘The “paper trail is very clear,” Saguisag 
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‘GMA apologizes to Inquirer reporter 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


‘PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday apol- 
‘gized to an Ingumen reporter who was barred 
"py members of the Presidential Security Group 
(P56) from entering Malacañang on Sept. 19, 
Ys2'Sorry, I already made them undergo a 
eminas” Ms Arroyo told Gil C. Cabacungan 
Ur, an INqURER reporter assigned to cover 
{Malacafiang, when she saw him during a cov- 
"erage yesterday at the Premier Guesthouse. 
Tn saying sorry, the President outdid her PSG 


LIN THE LIFESTYLE section of the Oct. 1 
issue, a photo caption in Maurice Ar- 
‘eache's column “Toast to Manila's best- 
‘dressed ladies" on Page F2 erroneously 
identified Nando Vasquez-Prada and 
‘Mary Lou Prieto as “Maricris and Nando 


{INTHE ENTERTAINMENT section ofthe 
‘Sept. 27 issue, an article on the First 
‘Golden Sereen for Entertainment TV 
‘Awards on Page A23 misstated the dra- 
‘ma series for which Lorna Tolentino was 
roclaimed outstanding lead. actress. 
The drama series is "Hanggang 
'Kailan”—not “Hanggang Kailangan.” 

Readers may send teir requests for core- 
‘tion of factual rors in writing to Gerry Lia 
aio aton Pilippine Dally, Inquires PDE 
‘Bung Chino Hoces Avenue corner Mascar- 
do Street, Makari Cigg: fax Nos. 897-479394; 
e ph od 

"Complains about lack of fairness or objec. 
vty may e sent Rati Palabrica, readers 
“tchcety he same address and fax numbers as 
“hose of the egy editor and email ad- 
dress rpalabrica@inguirercom ph. 


chief Col. Delfin Bangit who stood by his men 
when Cabacungan filed a complaint against the 
PSG guards whom he accused of harassment. 

‘Cabacungan filed a written complaint to 
Bangit against the PSG guards who refused 
him entry and held him off for an hour on 
Sept. 19, a Sunday, as he reported for work 
at the Kalayaan Hall. 

Bangit, in responding to Cabacungan's 
letter, said it was “unfortunate that you got 
angry with my men as they did their job.” He 
identified one of the PSG guards as Airman 


Whistle-blower wants 


‘independent’ 


A PRIVATE school executive who exposed er- 
rors in a government-approved history text- 
book yesterday asked for “independent” eval- 
uuators to review the textbook. 

The DepEd last week agreed to re-examine 
the second year high schoo! textbook, "Asya: 
Noon, Ngayon at sa Hinaharap” following the 
disclosure of Antonio Calipjo Go. 

Go, the academic supervisor of Marian School 
in Quezon Gity listed 431 errors in the 316-page 
textbook published by SD Publications. 

ea id be wot 
tum over his 82-page list of errors to the: 
only ifthird party evaluators are included. 

He feared the DepEd and the authors 
would just shoot down his findings if the re- 
view were left up to them. 

Go said while the DepEd has chosen some 
members of the academe to join the review, he 
‘would feel better if others would volunteer, too. 

“1 hope there would be at least two from 
the private sector who would volunteer to 
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Second Class Eduardo Lamido. 

Nevertheless, Bangi said he has implement- 
ced measures to prevent a repeat ofthe incident. 

Inhis response on Sept. 22, Bangit said he 
also summoned the PSG guards who had an 
altercation with Cabacungan and told them 
todo their job with professionalism. 

He said the commander of the presidential 
guards would meet with the Malacafiang 
Press Corps, composed of around 60 print, 
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4 top execs leave posts 


‘TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2004 


drain’ 


om By Dona Z. Pazzibugan toask her to replace him. 
radio and television reporters covering Mala- Ae the tine, he people at CEA 
cafiang, to explain security procedures. ‘TALK about brain drain. were complaining to us about the 


evaluators 


help me validate my findings,” he said. 

However he said he does not want to get in- 
toa debate with the authors or with the DepEd 
evaluators who had approved the textbook. 

Go said even if the “Asya” textbook had “only” 
20 major errors, itis already effectively defective. 

To get on with correcting the textbook, Go 
dropped his “demand” for an apology from 
Secretary Florencio Abad and Undersecretary 
Juan Miguel Luz for allegedly maligning him. 

Go has been on a personal crusade against 
erroneous textbooks since 1997, filling three 
cabinets of such textbooks. 

“Tm not looking for a fight with DepEd. I don't 
want to destroy DepEd. Why should I? 1 only 
want the DepEd to function as it should,” he said. 

He said since Abad has just assumed office, 
the secretary should not have quickly accused 
him of malicious intent. 

Abad has refused to apologize and asked 
Go to prove first that he deserves an apology. 

Dona Passibugan 


‘There is nobody on top at the , leadership vacuum [at the agency)” 
‘Commission on Higher Education 
(CHEd) after four of its top offi- 
cials left their positions. 

‘Chair Bro. Rolando Dizon FSC re- 
signed recently after being on medi- 
cal leave for several months. Two of 
the four commissioners, Manuel 
Punzal and Rogaiya Maglangit, 
completed their four-year terms in 
‘August. And CHEd executive direc- 
tor Dennis Cunanan resigned after 
only a month in office. 

CHEd oversees all public and 
private colleges and universities. 
Its officials serve as de facto chairs 
of the boards of regents of all state 
colleges and universities (SCUs). 

A former president of De La 
Salle University, Dizon tendered 
his resignation several weeks ago 
after being on medical leave for 
months at a time for cancer treat- 
‘ment in the United States. 

But President Macapagal-Ar- 
toyo only accepted his resigna- 
tion on Sept. 25, after Dizon went 
tose her at Malacafiang. 

prolonged medical 
leave had prompted Punzal and 
Maglangit to write the President 


Punzal told the Ingumen yesterday. 

“We have nothing against Bro. 
Dizon. I think he's very capable, 
being a former president of De La 
Salle, but he fell il," Punzal said. 

Their letter, however, ap- 
peared to discredit Dizon. 

In it, Maglangit took issue with 
the “discrimination” she suffered 
under Dizon who, she said, never 
appointed her CHEd officer in 
charge during his absences, de- 
spite giving the other commis- 
sioners their turn at being OIC. 

Maglangit, the only Muslim com- 
missioner at CHEd, also charged the 
other commissioners with soliciting 
money from SCUs for trips abroad. 

Maglangit could not be 
reached yesterday. Punzal would 
only confirm that Maglangit was 
never appointed OIC. 

Punzal admitted, however, 
that they knew that Dizon had 
tendered his resignation before 
they wrote the President, 

But he said they only wanted to 
ask the President to name a new 
CHEd chair to fill the leadership 
vacuum. 


SC tells local governments to lay off cable firms 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


‘THE SUPREME Court has ruled that the 
National ‘Telecommunications Commis- 
sion, and not local government units, has 
the exclusive power to regulate sub- 
seriber rates of cable television operators. 

Ina 29-page decision dated Sept. 29, 
the high court said that the national 
government, through the NTC, has as- 
‘sumed fegulatory power over the com- 


munity antenna television (CATV) in- 
dustry for the last two decades. 

‘The court said that there was no law 
specifically authorizing LGUs to grant 
franchises to operate a CATV system. 

It added that whatever authority the 
LGUs had before had been withdrawn 
when the late President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos issued Presidential Decree 1512, 
which terminated all franchises or per- 
mits for the operation of CATV systems 


previously granted by LGUs. 

‘The case stemmed from a petition of 
Batangas CATV Inc., which operates in 
Batangas City. 

‘When Batangas CATV increased its 
subscriber rates from P88 to P180 per 
month in 1993, the city government 
threatened to ċancel its permit. 

‘The cable operator went to court and 
the Batangas Regional Trial Court de- 
cided in its favor, ruling that neither the 


mayor of Batangas City nor the city 
council had the power to fix the sub- 
scriber rates of CATV operators. 

The high tribunal upheld the RTC 
ruling. 

The high court said that the July 1986 
Batangas City council resolution that 
granted Batangas CATV the permit to 
Operate was defective since it allowed 
the council to fix the subscriber rates, “a 
power exclusively vested in the NTC.” 
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By Norman Bordadora 


THE COMMUNIST Party of the 
Philippines yesterday called on its 
armed wing, the New People's Army, 
to step up its attacks against the mili- 
tary and police “to accelerate the 
overthrow” of the government. 

In a statement, CPP spokesperson 
Gregorio "Ka Roger” Rosal said the NPA 
had been urged to launch bigger gnd 
more frequent “tactical offensives” 
against govemment forces whenever 
the opportunity presented itself. 

Rosal said the crisis facing the gov- 
ernment “is sure to worsen and cul- 
minate in a massive uprising by the 
people, precisely because they have 
no other choice. 

“Anyone willing to join the armed 
struggle is welcome,” Rosal said. 

He said the NPA and its 128 guertil- 
la fronts nationwide were prepared to 
take in the workers, peasants, stu- 
dents and others who may choose to 
join the armed struggle. 

“Ifthe GMA government insists on 
going ahead with those numerous tax 
measures in the face of the people's 
increasingly insufferable conditions, 
it would be tantamount to political 
suicide for GMA," Rosal said. 

“Why do we say political suicide? 
‘The people suffer so badly. All the 


Anti-co-op 


"ANTL-POOR and unjust.” 

This was how cooperatives sector 
party-list Rep. Guillermo Cua described 
the three bills filed in Congress that seek 
to strip cooperatives of tax incentives. 

“We all know that most coops are 
small and struggling,” Cua said. “We must 
remember that even bigger co-ops are big 
because hundreds, if not thousands, of 
less advantaged Filipinos pool their hard- 
amed money in these co-ops." 

Cua was referring to House Bill 
Nos. 122, 271 and 1599 which in- 
volve the rationalization of fiscal and 
non-fiscal incentives given by govern- 
ment to various industries. 

The bills aim to slash tax incen- 
tives, including those for coopera- 
tives, to generate additional revenues 
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COMMUNIST Party spokesperson Grégori Rosal [says the object isto 
“accelerate the overthrow” ofthe government. memoro 
people's basic needs have spiraled. rock Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo," he said. 
Prices and transport fares are high, The call for more attacks on the gov- 
electric bills are costly, even govern- erment and the attempt to recruit dis- 
ment fees are being raised,” hesaid.  grunded individuals could not have 

Rosal said the President was also come at a worse ime, however The Na- 
sending the message that wages tional Democratic Front, the umbrella or- 
could not be raised at thistime. ganization of the CPP and NPA, has been 

“This is what she tells government tying to have the two groups removed 
“employees, this is what she also tells the from the list of terrorist groups of the 
peasants. This will push the people to United States and the European Union. 
unite and wage resistance. We now see The terrorist tag had reportedly cut 
the signs, and perhaps in a matter of into the partys finances, freezing its 
‘weeks or months, we willbe seeing mas- assets and causing contributions from 
sive protest actions that will once more sympathizers to dry up. 


bill called ‘anti-poor’ 


for the government. enues and cut expenses in order to 
Under the Cooperative Code of the bridge the budget deficit. 
Philippines or Republic Act No. 6938, “But the heavier burden shouid be 
‘cooperatives transacting business ex- borne by those who are better off in 
clusively with their members are ex- society” Cua sgid. 
empted from ali taxes. Cua said'that a recent study of the 
Cooperatives that do business with top 300 savings and credit coopera- 
non-members but have savings and tives shows that the average share 
reserves of not more than P10 million and savings deposits combined is on- 
are also exempted from taxes im- ly P17,000 per member. 
posed by the national government “This proves that even the bigger co- 
down to the barangay. ‘ops cater to poorer Filipinos,” Cua said. 
Cooperatives are also exempted Cua pointed out that there is no 
from customs duties in the importation profit to tax from cooperatives in the 
oftheir machinery andsparepans. first place “because whatever surplus is 
HB 1599, authored by Rep. Jesli generated by the co-op is renumed to 
Lapus (NPC, Tarlac), will do away the members in the form of patronage 
with such incentives provided under refund and interest on share capital.” 
the cooperative code. “The rationalization of fiscal incentives 
Cua said that cooperatives “under- is one of eight revenue measures bein 
stand the urgent need to raise rev- sought from Congress by Malacañang. 
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15% of Pinoy households 


‘Mahathir here 
for talks with 
: GMA on rebels 


FORMER Malaysian Prime Minister Ma- 
‘hathir Mohamad flew into Manila yester- 
T day for talks with President Macapagal-Ar- 
$royo on Manila's efforts to end a decades- 
‘old Muslim separatist rebellion in the coun- 
{try'ssouth. 
1 Shortly after his arrival, Mahathir went to 
Malacanang where Ms Arroyo honored him 
+ with a formal dinner. He was to speak today 
{before the Philippine Business Conference. 
IMs Arroyo was expected to thank Ma- 
Z hathir for Malaysia's role in brokering 
£ peace talks between the Philippine govern- 
‘ment and the Moro Islamic Liberation 
| Front (MILF). 
$ Mahathir, credited with spurring 
| Malaysia's economic development, and Ms 
Arroyo are also expected to discuss Philip- 
pine efforts to ease a huge budget deficit 
and a fiscal crisis. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo said 
‘Ms Arroyo “would welcome any advice that 
Dr. Mahathir may wish to give.” 

‘Malaysia has hosted the resumption of 
peace talks between the government and 
the MILF and is leading a mission from 
‘Muslim countries, to monitor a ceasefire in 
place between the two sides on strife-tom 
Mindanao. 

‘The 12,000-strong MILF has been fight- 
ing to set up a separate Islamic state in the 
south of this largely Christian archipelago. 

‘The rebels signed a truce with Manila 
two years ago and denounced foreign ter- 
rorist inks, paving the way for the reopen- 
ing of peace negotiations. 

"There have been allegations by security 
officials that the MILF is still sheltering 
members of the Jemaah Islamiyah regional 
terror network in its camps on Mindanao. 
MILF leaders denied this. 

Officials also said Ms Arroyo would thank 
several leaders of Southeast Asian and Euro- 
pean nations for supporting the peace process 


\ 


PRESIDENT Arroyo 


with the MILF when she attends the Asia-Europe 
‘Meeting (ASEM) in Hanoi from Oct. 7 t09. 
“With the arrival of the international 
peace monitors and sustained cessation of 
hostilities between the MILF and our mili- 


former President Fidel V. Ramos welcome former Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad and his wife Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah to Malacafang. 


rs 


tary, the president can inform world leaders 
present at the ASEM summit that the. 
peace agenda is now at an advanced stage, 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said. with re- 
ports from AFP 


Speculators fail to crack peso, 


From page Al 


Ms a similar story in Japan and 
ina, where the stakes are much 
higher 

‘So far, 2004 has not been the 
year ofthe speculator in Asia, and 
it is clear that the region is no 
longer the pushover for specula- 
tors that it was in 1997. 

‘The region now has foreign ex- 
change reserves reaching over 
$2.2 trillion, up 16 percent since 
the end of 2003. Asian currencies 
are even under pressure to appre- 
ciate because of robust trade sur- 
pluses. 

In 1998, the region had less 
than $800 billion in forex re- 
serves. Low reserves and dispro- 
portionate levels of short-term 
dollar debt forced the virtually 
pegged currencies in Asia to suc- 
‘cumb to speculative pressure. 

That has changed radically. 

“People are not targeting any 
particular exchange rate, there 


Separation 


Frompage Al 
hood Resource Center, National Ir- 
rigation Administration, National 
Tobacco Administration, National 
Development Company, Philippine 
‘Coconut Authority, Al-Amanah Is- 
Jaimie Investment Bank of the 
Philippines, Philippine Television 
Network Inc, Human Settlement 
Development Corp, Philippine 
Crop Insurance Corp. and National 
Housing Authority 

“They lost a total of P20 billion 

2003, 


Legislators’ support 

A reformoriented religious 
group supported the plan to abol- 
ish losing GOCCs and GFIs but 
urged Malacafiang to review its 
stand on the foreign debt. 

“if the President has a judg- 
ment that some GOCCs should 
0, she should just abolish them 
‘vas long as the agencies are in- 
effective and inefficient,” said 
Anthony Cruz, communication 
director of Bangon Pilipinas Na- 
tional Renewal Movement. 

{Also supporting the abolition 
of the 15 GOCCs and GFis are 
Sen. Manuel Villar Jr. and House 
Deputy Majority Leader Del de 
Guzman (Lakas, Marikina City), 
Rép. Vincent Garcia (NPC, Davao 
Clty) and Rep. Alfredo Marañon 
Til (NPC, Negros Occidental). 

{Millar said the Palace ultimatum 
foy losing GOCCs and GFisto shape 
up or ship out was “long overdue.” 

‘ina statement, Villar said these 
GOCCs and GFIs “are not only 


pore. 


far. 


abolish 


is some ambiguity about the lev- 
el that the central bank will de- 
fend, the overvaluation of the 
Asian currencies 
‘completely 
forex reserves are high,” said Si- 
mon Flint, a currency strategist 
with Bank of America in Singa- 


“All these things mean that 
speculative attacks against cur- 
rencies are much less likely to 
work these days,” Flint said. 

Most Asian currencies, barring 
the Chinese yuan, Malaysian 
ringgit and Hong Kong dollar, are 
floating. Speculators can never 
tell if a currency has moved too 


Peso spared 
The last big successful specula- in 
tive attack in Asia resulted inthe 
1997.98 currency crisis when 
heavy bets against the Thai baht 
and Indonesian rupiah pushed 
those currencies into free fall. 


ither less or 
and 


The peso 
eliminated 


Macapagal-Arroyo 


grade, 
fiscal 
the national 
month. 


historic low 


are important 


Bunye 
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operations. 


ring. 


nonperforming 


tures. 


Speculators would normally 
pounce on the peso. Philippine 
xpons are slowing and public 
debt is around 120 percent of 
gross domestic product (GDP). 
‘Yet, when the peso revisited its 
last week, the 
BSP—with less than $16 billion 
forex reserves—easily 
stemmed the curreneys slide. 
“the fear of the central bank 
and the interes rate argument 
Flint sai. 
Philippine interest rates are 


corporations around.” 

‘The budget chief was tasked by 
the President with reviewing the 
performance of the GOCCs and 
GFIs and to put a cap on the 
salaries of their top executives. 

“The ball is in the court of los- 
ing government firms,” Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye said in a 
statement, explaining the EO. 

“The board and management 
of GOCCs and GFis have a fair 
chance to show their capacity to 
tum around the losing firms, or 
preside over the abolition or pri 
vvatization of the hopeless cases, 


“These losing GOCCs siphon 
off government funds that should 
30 to social services and infras- 
tructure development for the 
benefit ofthe people,” 

Garcia said standardizing the 
salaries of executives of GOCCs 
and GFls would not reduce the 
losses these firms had been incur- 


Marañon said most of the los- 
ing agencies were clearly mis- 
managed. He said government 
agencies should be managed and 
operated like business firms, with 
quality service and low expendi- 


nearly 6 percentage points higher 
than in the United States, making 
the peso expensive to borrow and 
sell 


Big speculators have made 
more money this year betting on 
oil, and the Turkish lira and South 
African rand. 

Speculators did weaken the 
Korean won 2.5 percent over two 
days in October last year, and the 
Singapore dollar sank by a simi 
Jar amount over a few days in 
May 2004. 

“The speculative community 
generally likes Asia as a story still, 
but is not putting any money to 
‘work on that,” said Cliff Tan, a 
currency strategist with the Citi- 
group. “This year has not been 
very directional, it has been frus- 
trating.” 

Even George Soros, arguably 
the world's most famous currency 
speculator after making a fortune 
from Europe's currency crises in 
the early 1990s, vented his frus- 


last 


For his part, Rep. Renato Mag- 
tubo of the party-list group Par- 
tido ng Manggagawa said Mala- 
cafiang’s statement for the 
GOCCs to “shape up or face the 
ax” was a go-signal for them to 
privatize their assets. 

Magtubo said Ms Arroyo must 
first push for an investigation of 
the GOCCs to find out why and 
how they accumulated billions in 
net losses. 

“A probe would lead us to the 
bottom of the question why these 
GOCCs were losing billions. Itis a 
hasty decision for Malacañang to 
abolish or privatize them without 
even knowing who are responsi- 
bie for the mess,” he said. 
Review 

In EO 366, the President di- 
rected all Cabinet secretaries to 
“conduct a strategic review of the 
operations and organization of 
component units, including agen- 
cies attached to or under the ad- 
ministrative supervision of their 
respective departments. 

“The department secretary 
shall prépare a rationalization 
plan for the whole department, 
including the agencies and gov- 
‘emment-owned and -controlled 
corporations attached to or under 
its administrative supervision,” 
she said. 

‘The order did not specify the 
GOCCs to be covered by the rati 
nalization. 

‘The review is meant to focus 
government effortsand resources 


Garcia said the abolition of the 
losing GOCCs was a “practicable 
and reasonable” decision on the 
part of the goverment which 
could no longer subsidize their 


he said. 


FrompageAl 


second-highest since SWS began 
‘monitoring hunger in 1998. The 
record was 16.1 percent, which 
SWS found in March 2001. 

OF the 15.1 percent of some 
15.3 million households, 11.8 
percent experienced hunger only 
‘once or afew times (termed mod- 
erate hunger) while 3.3 percent 
experienced it often or always 
(severe hunger). 


Highest in 34 months 

Data from the National Statis- 
tics Office (NSO) showed that in- 
flation jumped sharply in August, 
rising to its highest level in 34 
months at an annualized 6.6 per- 
cent partly due to surging global 
oil prices. 

The NSO reported a 10.8-per- 
‘cent increase in the cost of services 
as of August. To buy the same bas- 
ketof goods last year, one mustearn 
7 percent more today, according to 
economists. But the minimum 
‘wage has largely been frozen. 

Overall, the cost of living con- 
tinues to rise faster than the in- 
come of most Filipinos. 

Cooking gas increased to an av- 
erage of P360.20 per 11-kg cylin- 
der from P276 last year. 

This year, power distributor 
Manila Electric Co. was allowed 
to raise its rates twice for a total 
increase of 30.64 centavos per 
Kilowatt-hour. 

In Metro Manila, transporta- 
tion costs rose after the Light Rail 
‘Transit scrapped its single fare 
scheme and charged P15, or P3 
more, after the first four stations. 

Rising diesel prices pushed the 
minimum jeepney fare to P5.50 
from P4. Diesel and unleaded 
gasoline are retailed at an aver- 
age of P21.28 and P26.49 per 
liter, respectively. In-September 
last year, the prices of diesel and 
gasoline averaged P15.61 and 
20.26 per liter, respectively. 


Asian currencies 


This year, after three specula- 

tive attacks, the Philippine peso 
has shed less than 1.5 percent. 

it a record low of 

56.45 per dollar in March, ahead 

ofan election that kept President 

in’ power. 

Even so, the Philippine currency 

has weathered a ratings down- 

Ms Arroyo's waming of a 

i and the resignation of 

treasurer 


tration last week. 

“We currency speculators are 
more likely to die of boredom,” 
hesaid. 


Formidable forces 

Speculators are up against a 
much tougher challenge in Asia 
than they were in the late 1990s 
because central banks aré better 
equipped to head them off with 
regulatory restrictions. 

“The ability to legislate and in- 
troduce exchange rate require- 
ments etc. ... generally Asia has 
been able to use those more suc- 
cessfully this time around,” said 
Robert Rennie, currency strate- 
gist with Westpac Bank in Syd- 


ney. 

‘Thailand's central bank scut- 
ted a speculative attempt to push 
the baht higher last year by re- 
stricting the onshore market's 
trades with offshore. South Korea 
did the same this year. The Philip- 
pines raised reserve requirements 


pay of GOCC worker may reach P1.5M 


wallowing in debts and losses, 
(but are also) relying hugely on 
government subsidies to finance 
their operations.” 

Villar said he had already filed 
a bill seeking to repeal the provi- 
sions in the charters of GOCCs 
and GFis pertaining to their exec- 
utives’ salary structures. The bill 
is aimed at making their salaries 
conform with the principles ofthe 
Salary Standardization Law. 

‘The respective charters of the 
GOCCs exempt them from the 
Salary Standardization Law. 

Several proposals for the stan- 
dardization of their salaries are 
pending before the House appro- 
priations committee chaired by 
Rep. Rolando Andaya Jr. (LB Ca- 
marines Sur). 


No need for law 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita said Malacafiang no longer 
saw the need for Congress to enact 
alaw to reorganize the GOCCs. 

“According to (Budget) Secre- 
tary (Emilia) Boncodin, it could 
Just be an executive action, not 
necessarily having to get legisla- 
tion for it. But whatever it is, we 
still have to sit down with Merey 
Gutierrez because she is the chief 
presidential legal counsel,” Ermita 

id reporters before Malacañang 
issued the order. 

Boncodin earlier said: "We can 

the 

GOCCs altogether if the adminis- 
tration sees no viable effort 
among its officials to tum these 


‘on core services and to improve 
the quality and efficiency of the 
delivery of the services by elimi- 
nating duplication, ir stated. 

The rationalization plan will 
be submitted to Boncodin and 
eventually to the President for 
approval. 


‘Two options 

Under the EO, employees af- 
fected by the rationalization pro- 
gram will be given two option 
“remain in government service, 
with permanent appointment at 
tested to by the Civil Service 
Commission” or avail themselves 
of the retirement and separation 
benefits laid down in the EO. 

“Those who opt to be separated 
from the service could avail 
themselves of either of two 
schemes: the retirement gratuity 
provided under Republic Act No. 
1616, an Act Further Amending 
Section 12 of Commonwealth Act 
No. 186, plus the refunds of re- 
tirement premiums by the Gov- 
emment Service Insurance Sys- 
tem; or retirement benefits under 
Republic Act No. 660 plus the fol- 
lowing incentives: half month of 
basic salary for every year for 
those who had rendered 20 years 
of service and below, 3/4 month 
for those who had rendered 21 to 
30 years of service, or one month 
for those who had served 31 
years or more. 

Permanent or casual employ- 
ees are qualified to avail them- 
selves ofthe incentives, which the 


‘The SWS survey also‘revealed ” 

that the prolonged economic” 
hardship had led Filipinos to 
tighten their belts. Fifty-three 
percent “self-rated” themselves 
as poor. 
This belttightening was 
shown in the lower levels of 
self-rated threshold, which refers 
to the monthly budget that 
households say they need in or- 
der not to be poor, according to 
SWS. 

Residents of Metro Manila 
said they would need to have at 
least P10,000 a month so as not 
to be considered poor. This is 
P5,000 lower than the poverty 
threshold of P15,000 three 
months ago. 

In Mindanao, the poverty 
threshold was also down, from 
5,000-P6,000 to only P3,000. 

“Since consumer prices are ris- 
ing rather than falling, a declin- 
ing poverty threshold means that 
households have lowered their 
standards of what it means to be 
poor,” SWS said in a statement. 


Extreme poverty 

In August, the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank reported that about 
12 million Filipinos were trapped * 
in extreme poverty and surviving 
onless than P56 a day, : 

The incidence of extreme 
poverty in the country was lower 
than the regional average of 21.4 ` 
percent. But it was the highest in 
Southeast Asia after Laos’ 30.4 


‘The SWS survey was conduct- 
ed on Aug. 5-22 and covered 
1,200 statistically representative 
households (300 each in Metro 
Manila, the rest of Luzon, the 
Visayas and Mindanao). It had a 
margin of error of plus or minus 3 
percentage points for national 
data and plus or minus 6 percent- 
age points for regional data. With 
‘report from PDI Research 


forbanks. 

Capital account restrictions in. 
China force speculators wanting 
exposure to the Chinese yuan to 
use the offshore nondeliverable 
forward market. 

Because offshore nondeliver- 
able: forward contracts are set- 
ted in dollars and have scant 
impact on the Chinese economy, 
Beijing was unperturbed last 
year when the price of the yuan 
offshore swung from a discount 
to a 6-percent premium against . 
the dollar. 

Bets that the Japanese yen 
would rise to 100 per dollar came 
to naught. Japan spent a recérd 
20 trillion yen ($181 billion) on 
yyen-selling intervention last year 
and has set aside up to 140 tril- 
lion yen for possible intervention 
inthe year toMarch 2005. 

“it is mind-boggling. Which 
trader out there is going to even 
dream of taking on a force such as 
that?” Renniesaid. Reuters 


President had called a “silver 
parachute.” 

“No affected employee who 
opted for retirement/separation 
shall receive less than an aggre- 
gate of P50,000 as his retire- 
ment/separation gratuity benefit 
from both the national govern- 
mentand the GSIS,” the EO said. 

“In the case of employees be- 
longing to agencies and GOCCs 
exempted from or not following 
the Salary Standardization Law, 
the total amount of incentives to 
be received shall not exceed P1.5 
(million), it said. 

Incentives for GOCC employ- 
ees will come from the corpora- 
tion concemed but the govern- 
ment will pay for the retirement 
of the employees of GOCCs that * 
observe the SSL. 

‘The EO makes it risky for em- 
ployees of agencies targeted for ' 
abolition to opt to stay. If they are - 
transferred to another agency by 
the Civil Service Commission, 
their appointments will be co-te- - 
minus with the incumbent official * 
who appointed them. 

If employees object to their 
new job assignment, they will be 
deemed separated or retired and 
will get retirement pay without 
the additional benefits. 

Ms Arroyo said constitutional 
offices, the legislative branch and 
state colleges and universities 
may “on a voluntary basis” adopt 
the BO. With reports from Cyn- 
thia D. Balana, Christine O. 
Avendaño and Martin P Marfil 


Biazon on n DOH family planning: 


By Christine O. 
Avendaño 


SEN. RODOLFO Bia- 
zon yesterday said he 
would ask the De- 
partment of Health 
to spell out once and 
for all the govem- 
men’s policy on fam- 
ily planning during 
the Senate delibera- 
tions on the health 
budget for 2005. 
Biazon disclosed 
his plan as he di 
missed as “gobbled 
ook” the present 
tion made yesterday 
by Health Secretary 
Manuel Dayrit on the 
government's family 
planning policy. Bia- 
zon attended the 10th 
year anniversary of 
the Intemational 
Committee on Popu- 
lation and Develop- 
ment where Dayrit 
was the key speaker. 
Dayrit outlined the 
government's pro- 


Scheme 
benefits 
4 Manila 
hospital |P 


THE CITY govem- 
ment of Manila has 
saved some PS milion 
following the imple- 
mentation of a new 
scheme to repair and 
maintain medical 
equipment in four city 
hospitals and facilities. 

‘The new scheme, 
called the Medical 
Equipment Manage- 
‘ment System (MEMS), 
has increased the city 
‘government’ capabili- 
ty to provide maternal 
and child care to poor 
patients. 

MEMS is funded 
by the European 
Community _ under 
the Asia URBS Fund- 
ing Line. 

‘Project partners in- 
clude the province of 
Pisa in aly, the mu- 
nicipality of Plasencia 
in Spain, and other 
non-government. or- 
ganizations. 

Allesandro lel- 
lamo, Asia URBS 
consultant, said the 
equipment repai 
scheme is vital i 
bringing about im- 
proved health ser- 
vices to the poor. 


Are you 
king, hunter 
or lover? 


HOW does it feel to 
be a man these days? 
What are issues spe- 
cial to men? What is 
the male psyche? 

To answer these 
questions, The 
Friends of Jung Soci- 
ety of the Philippines 
will hold a two-day 
men’s workshop at 
the Rieco-Renzo Gal- 
Jeries in Makati City 
on Oct. 15-16, 2004. 

Lectures, archetypes 
of the male psyche, 
and a riveting myth 
will be the tools used 
for this inner explo- 
ration, 

Resource persons 
are Dr. Dido Gustilo, 
Raj Mansukhani, 
Bemie Nepomuceno, 
Sophie Sim-Bate, Alex 
‘Tee and Rose Marie 
Yenko. These persons 
are steeped inthe Feld 
of Jungian psychology 
and have taught Jun- 
gian classes at the Ate- 
neo de Manila Univer- 
sity and De La Salle 
University. 

Only 20 slots are 
available. Workshop 
fee is P4,800. This in- 
cludes ` materials, 
snacks and lunch. For 
reservations, call Ma- 
rina at 892-46-10 
and 0917-815-61- 
43; and Lito at 898- 
38-26 and 0916-302- 
3763. 
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gram for family plan- 
ning which, Biazon 
said, seemed to “di- 
vert our attention 


away from the need 
for family planning 
services, including 
access to medical ser- 
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‘Gobbledygook’ 


senator said. 
‘That's why, he said, 
there was a need to 
approve the repro- 
ductive health bil he 
authored which “de- 
fine a national policy 
on reproductive 
health, specifically on 
adoption of a fami 
planning program. 
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groups who could not grow their 
own. 

“They would also try to delay 
cerfemy movements if they got ad- 
vanced information that 
Japanese troops were heading to- 
‘ward patches of cultivated 
Jand—so that the plants could ei- 
ther be temporarily covered wich 
soil or the fruits hastily gathered. 

‘Oncea certain village had been 
shielded from the invaders, resi- 
dents from the poblacion (town 
center) would be asked to come 
over and help in the farming, 
‘Tarue said. 

“Bananas can bear fruit in just 
six months. Kamote can give you 
talbos (shoots) in a mater of 
weeks. You can plant a papaya 
seed almost anywhere, even with- 
‘out preparing the soi," he said, re- 
calling how food was grown be- 
tween battles and ambushes, 


Vegetables, simple living 

Singkamas or turnips proved to 
be an effective thirst- 
quencher—and sometimes the 
only edible item available—for 
his troops, he said. 

Taruc surrendered to the gov- 
ernment in May 1954 following 
negotiations with then President 
Ramon Magsaysay’s emissary, the 
assassinated opposition leader 
Benigno Aquino Jr., then a young 
nevspaperman, 

The Huk supremo was also 
elected congressman after the 
war, from 1946 to 1949, and later 


served as a sectoral representa- 
tive for six years in the Interim 
Batasang Pambansa during the 
Marcos regime. 

He attributed his long life—not 
surptisingly—to a diet of vegeta- 
bles and “simple living.” 

‘At one point in his talk, Taruc 
told the audience: “Your age is 
just half of mine. Believe me, you 
still have much to accomplish.” 


“Warlike situation’ 

Reyes slammed the govern- 
‘ment’s trade liberalization poli- 
cies which he said had stunted 
rather than stimulated local agri- 
culture. 

“These are difficult times. We 
are in a warlike situation where 
life seems like a daily struggle to 
survive,” the activist priest said. 

‘To cope with rising food prices 
and reduce the country’s depen- 
dence on food imports, Reyes said 
ic was high time both urban 
dwellers and rural folk used upev- 
ery square inch of soil to produce 
their own fruits and vegetables. 

“We can start planting now in 
vacant lots, in pots, pails, cans, 
etc. Nothing wili be left idle and 
unproductive,” he said. 

Reyes directed the appeal to 
the various agencies and sectors 
which sent representatives to the 
launching program, including the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, Philippine Na- 
tional Police, universities, public 
schools and local government 
units. 
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CHARITO Planas digs hole to plant a coconut seedling at the 
‘Quezon Memorial Circle during the launching of the “Coconut, 
Kamote Kita” campaign. Looking on are Fr. Robert Reyes (center) 


and Luis Taruc (third from left). 
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and placing orders for Bibles. It 
‘was another of Rio's last wishes 
that these be distributed to 
friends and relatives who would 
tumn up at the wake. 

“I told Claudia to Kiss her 
thother’s hand and tell her that 
we were sending our love,” 
Gretchen recalled their last “com- 
munication.” 

In March, Charlie had brought 
their children—Claudia, 9, and 
Jaime, 7—to California tobe with 
their ‘mother, whose condition 
ħad worsened. Although Rio's 
health had taken several precari- 
ous dives before, it was the first 
time that her doctors—noting 
how she was rejecting the last 
blood transfusions—had given 
up. 


Final moments 

Seven of Rio's nine sisters were 
with her at Daly City’s Seaton 
Hospitalin her final hour. Accord- 
ing to her mother-in-law, she re- 
mained conscious even as her sys- 
tem started to shut down. 

Sources close to the family de- 
scribed Charlie as “very calm,” al- 
though Gretchen said it had been 
“torture” for him to watch his 
wife lip away. 

Tarlac Rep. Mark Cojuangco, 
Charlie's brother, and his wife Ki- 
mi were also there. 

Gretchen said Rio almost died 
on Friday but that the next day, 
she surprised everyone when she 
sat up and asked to talk to Ali, her 
21-year-old son by first husband 
Hajj Alejandro. 

It was the last surprise she 
would pull. In the past, she had 
Astonished nurses and other staff 
at Stanford University by insist- 
ing on helping other patients af- 
ter her grueling four- to six-hour 
chemotherapy sessions. They 
called her “The Sunshine Girl.” 

She also had several remis- 
sions, the most stunning of which 
was in January 2003, when she 
woke up from a 10-day coma 


RIO DIAZ-COJUANGCO 


againstall odds. 


Two wakes 

In accordance with her will, 
Rio will be cremated in the US. 
Her ashes will be brought home 
to the Philippines, where two 
public wakes will be held—one at 
Santuario de San Antonio in 
Forbes Park, Makati City, and an- 
other at St. Michael's Church in 
Pontevedra town in Negros Occi- 
dental, where she once served as 
vice mayor. 

‘A pall fell over Hacienda Balbi- 
na, as the household staff and 
workers recalled Rio's generosity 
and the good times they had with 
her. 

Rio was diagnosed with colon 
cancer in December 1998. She 
‘was brought to the US for treat- 
ment and was declared “cured” in 
April 1999. She came home three 
months later and publicly spoke 
about her miraculous healing. 

‘But in 2001, she went back to 
the US, where doctors found that 
the cancer had spread to her 
blood cells. She was in and out of 
the hospital since then. In Jan- 
uary, she was not allowed to leave 
Seaton. 

‘Charlie did not come home even 
to campaign or vote for himself 


during the May elections. Even so, 
he won a third term and Rio would 
not be stopped from leaving the 
hospital so she could witness his 
oath-taking at the Philippine Con- 
sulatein San Francisco. 

Gretchen said Charlie, even as 
he coped with the pain of watch- 
ing his ailing wife's struggle, had 
to be nanny, driver and cook for 
his children. It helped a lot, she 
said, that Claudia and Jaime had 
been well-prepared for the in- 
evitable. 

Inan interview with the Ingum- 
zx in 2002, Rio said she had kept 
nothing from her children. 

A classmate of Jaime's died, 
she recounted, and when she 
asked the boy how he felt, he 
said: "Tm okay, Mama. I will miss 
my classmate, but you ... 1 will 
see you again. When you die, 
you're with Jesus so I should be 
happy” 

At the time, Rio said the exten- 
sion on her life was an “unde- 
served” gift from God. A born- 
again Christian, she always said 
her close relationship with Jesus 
Christ was what got her through 
the worst of times. She repeated- 
ly thanked all the people who 
prayed for her, “even those I have 
not met.” 

Beauty inside and out 

Rosario “Rio” Diaz-Cojuangco 
was the youngest of 12 children 
born to Jaime Diaz and Teresa As- 
pillera. She was the sister of Glo- 
tia Diaz, Miss Universe 1969. 

A ramp and commercial mod- 
el, Rio herself was crowned 
Murya ng Pilipinas in 1977 and 
won fourth runner-up in the Miss 
Asia pageant that same year. 

In August 1994, she married 
Charlie, whom she met on a 
blind date. She was elected 
elected vice mayor of Ponteve- 
dra in the May 1998 elections, 
when Charlie first won a seat in 
Congress. She became president 
of the vice mayors’ league in Ne- 
gros Occidental. 

During a routine checkup in 


December 1998, her doctors in 
the United States informed her of 
a small growth in her left ab- 
domen. After a six-hour surgery, 
they told her they had found a 
malignant tumor in its fourth 
sage. 

She underwent another 
surgery, and then chemotherapy 
for three months. In 1999 her on- 
cologist, Dr George Fisher at 
Stanford, declared she had been 
cured. 

When the cancer cells made a 
comeback in May 2000, Rio re- 
tumed to Stanford for another 
eight-hour surgery, and another 
round of chemotherapy ses- 

In 2002, she stopped the ses- 
sions because her body could no 
longer take it. But later that year, 
Rio's doctors said she had no re- 
course but to do it again. 


Afflicted with hope 

‘At the time of her astounding 
remission in early 2003, the fami- 
ly members had braced them- 
selves for the worst. Rio would 
later describe the 10-day coma as 
“one long sleep.” She said the im- 
ages of her children, especially 
lite Jaime, caressing her and 
thanking God through their tears 
soon after she gained conscious- 
ness were forever seared in her 
‘memory. 

‘She never stopped sharing her 
positivity with other cancer pa- 
tients. Even while her health de- 
teriorated last year, she finished a 
20-minute video promoting can- 
cer awareness. 

Titled “Afflicted with Hope,” 
the video features other patients 
and their families and discusses 
ways of coping. Best of all, it 
sparkles with Rio's deep faith in 
Christ and the happiness she has 
discovered beyond the adversity. 

As she once said in a television 
interview: “If I never had cancer, L 
wouldn't have found this much 
love for others, or received just as 
much love from them.” With PDI 
Research 
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Ignacio Bunye said. “What ap- 
plies to the civilian officials ap- 
plies to the military in a stricter 

Bunye added: “Any general of- 
ficer who enriches himself at the 
expense of the soldier is a shame 
to the command and will be 
Drought to justice. The AFP has 
been directed to work closely 
with the Ombudsman in probing 
cases of unexplained wealth 
within the command and mete 
‘out maximum sanctions.” 

‘Abaya, who was Garcia's class- 
mate at the Philippine Military 
‘Academy, gave the officer 10 days 
toanswer the charges. 

‘The military statement said 
that sometime in February, 
Abaya's office received reports 
that one of Garcia's sons was held 
at the San Francisco airport in the 
US for failing to declare 
$100,000 in cash that he was car- 
ying. 

Abaya immediately ordered 
the Office of Ethical Standards 
and Public Accountability (Oes- 
pa)—headed by Vice Admiral 
Ariston de los Reyes, another of 
Garcia's PMA classmates—to in- 
vestigate the incident. 

Unable to proceed further for 
lack of sufficient evidence, the 

litary nevertheless transferred 
Garcia from the post of 
comptroller in charge of funds 
and budget management to chief 
of plans and program, the state- 
‘mentsaid. 


Retiring in 2 months 

A few weeks ago, the Ombuds- 
man asked the AFP for informa- 
tion on Garcia and De los Reyes 
submitted Garcia's services 
record and his Statement of As- 
‘sets, Liabilities and Net Worth 
(SALN). 

The charges alleged that Gar- 
cia "failed to declare several as- 
Sets in his SALN and that his in- 
Crease in net worth is dispropo 
tionate to his legitimate 
come,” according to the an- 
nouncement. 

Garcia was supposed to retire 
on Nov.18. 

“He will have to face the 
charges. One cannot retire from 
the Armed Forces if one is fac- 
ing charges so it will be put on 
hold until the resolution of the 
case,” Armed Forces spokesper- 
son Brig. Gen. Edilberto Adan 
said. 

‘Adan said that before the Om- 
budsman's order came, Garcia 
filed for terminal leave, a practice 
‘among departing officers so that 
they could atrend to their retire- 
ment papers. 


Unhampered probe 

“since the AFP received the 
(Ombudsman's) order, the termi- 
nal leave has been recalled and 
he (Garcia) is now under preven- 
tive suspension following the di- 
recive of the Ombudsman,” 
Adan added. 

‘Adan said the suspension of an 
official under probe was called 
for “so that (he) cannot influence 
the investigation.’ 

Adan said the AFP could not 
release Garcia's SALN to me- 
dia. 

“These records, which are 
submitted annually and re- 
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quired of any public official, are 
not just ordinary papers that 
any Tom, Dick and Harry can 
(ask for)” 

He also explained that last 
year, the SALNs of AFP officers . 
‘were released to media. 


No trial by publicity 

“In fact, those were already 
published but not anyone can ask 
for a copy of the SALN of a gener- 
al or a colonel," Adan said. “That 
is not what we want to happen 
because we don't know how this 
will be used. But if there is justifi- 
cation, like in this case, a proper“ 
investigative body is asking for 
this, there is no reason to hold it 
and we cooperate. 

‘Adan added: "The publies right 
is still served provided it is done 
through due process, through the 
proper agencies. We don't want to 
subject the officer (in question) to” 
various interpretations. It (SALN) 
right fall into the wrong hands in 
the first place. That is why the re- 
‘quest (for the SALN) must be done 


Adan appealed to the media 
“not to prejudge the case or en- 
gage in trial by publicity but let 
the Ombudsman's proceedings 
proce 

‘Asked why the AFP leadership 
was making the disclosure of Gar- 

's case only now, Adan said the 
AFP wanted Garcia to give his 
side ofthe story. 

“One of our reasons here is 
we want General Garcia to aif 
his side first so that he can tell 
you both sides, his side and 
what are the charges. On thé 
part of the AFR our side here is : 
to implement the order,” Adan 
said. A 

“We will cooperate with the in. 
vestigation and the chief of staff 
has made it clear that this is an in- 
dividual case and that Genera 
Garcia has the right to answer the. 
charges.” z 


Cause of unrest 

‘Adan made his statements the ` 
same day that reports of the de- 
tention of one of Garcia's sons at 
the San Francisco airport came * 
outin local media. 

‘Adan said Garcia would an- 
swer the Ombudsman's charges 
soon, 

Ms Arroyo has ordered the 
Ombudsman to conduct random 
checks on the lifestyles of govern- 
ment officials to ferret out those 
who have posh houses and ex- 
pensive cars despite their small 
salaries. 

‘Some officials have been sus- 
pended or dismissed. 

‘Allegations of corruption with- 
in the military have provoked un- 
Test among soldiers. 

The Philippines is ranked as 
one of the most corrupt places 
in Asia by Transparency Inter- 
national and other watchdogs. 

Last year, a group of junior offi- 
cers led around 300 men in a 
short-lived mutiny seizing the 
Oakwood hotelin Makati and de- 
manding the firing of top defense 
and military officials for alleged 
corruption. 

They had accused senior offi- 
cers of enriching themselves 
while enlisted men died fighting 
insurgents without proper equip- 
ment. With reports from Alcuin 
Papa and AFP 
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prove that he spent his own mil- 
lions during his three-year stint 
in government. 

Ombudsman spokesperson 
Emesto Nocos said this was the 
first time that an official accused 
of stealing from the government 
was instead claiming he had do- 
nated money toit. 

„Lorenzo made the claim on 
‘Saturday as a defense to charges 
that he had used government 
inds to maintain a lavish 
ifestyle. 
È Reacting to the statement that 
ZLorenzo had given to the Ingun- 
en, Nocos said coldly: “He must 
“present evidence and we will act 


accordingly” 

COA executive assistant 
Juanito Recio took the same po- 
sition. In a separate interview, 
Recio said it wasn't a crime to 
give money to the government, 
but anyone saying he did should 
show proof. 

‘This is a requirement in civil 
law, according to Recio, who is 
also the COA spokesperson. 


‘Validated’ by GMA 

Earlier, Nocos said the Om- 
budsman was awaiting a COA 
report relative to the charges 
against the former agriculture 
chief before a formal investiga- 
tion could be undertaken. 

COA records show that Loren- 


zo charged to agencies attached 
to the Department of Agriculture 
P324,287 in cell phone bills and 
2.9 million for charter fights. 

Lorenzo, a scion of the 
Davao-based family that con- 
trols Del Monte Philippines Inc., 
is reputed to be the richest offi- 
ial in the Arroyo administra- 
tion, with a declared net worth 
(of P512.122 million in 2003. 

But another ranking Ombuds- 
man official said that “instead of 
being condemned,” the former 
secretary should be given a 
plaque of appreciation “and a 
pat on the back” for donating to 
the government. 

Lorenzo's gesture was “val 
dated” by President Macapa- 


gal-Arroyo's call for rich busi- 
nessmen and officals to help 
solve the fiscal crisis with cash 
donations, the offical said. “We 
can consider that charity for a 
government that is begging all 
‘over the place.” 


Are you kidding? 

‘Appreciation is the farthest 
thing on the mind of one of 
Lorenzo's accusers. 

Party-list Rep. Rafael Mariano 
(Anakpawis), who called atten- 
tion to the cell phone bills last 
week, took exception to yet an- 
other claim of the former DA 
chief thatthe agriculture sector 
posted a record growth during 
histerm. 


agri chief doesn’t impress Ombudsman 


Mariano rebutted this with da- 
ta from the National Statistics Of- 
fice that showed close to 500,000 
farmers and fishermen were dis- 
placed under Lorenzo's watch. 

“Where is the so-called 
growth ... generated through 
{his} cell phone-assisted man- 
agement?” Mariano demanded. 

‘According to the NSO's labor 
statistics table, the estimated 6.1 
million employed farmers, 
forestry workers and fishermen 
as of April 2003, had dropped to 
5.7 million by April 2004. 


Lorenzo was appointed agri- cell phone and Lear jet expenses 
contributed to the agriculture 
sector's growth?” Mariano bris- 
ted. “What person in his right 
mind would buy thar?” 


culture chief in December 2002 
and resigned last June, 

Now he is concurrent chair of 
the DAs Quedan Rural Credit 


and Guarantee Corp., which the 
COA said he asked to pay for the 
phone bills, and of the Land 
Bank of the Philippines. 


that Lorenzo explain why net 
losses of the National Food Au- 
thority, another DA agency, had 
risen to P7.6 billion. The former 
DA chief is also being criticized 
for having used some PS.3 mil- 
lion of El Niño control funds to 
buy radio spots, even when there 
was no drought. 


‘Mariano likewise demanded 


[And now he is saying) his 
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WASHINGTON—Already scrambling 
to make up ground lost after last 
‘week's debate, US President George W 
Bush's campaign was forced further 
on the defensive Sunday by a report 
that the White House knew before, in- 
vading Iraq that key intelligence on 
the country’s alleged nuclear weapons 
program was questionable. 

National security adviser Condoleezza 
Rice said Sunday she knew of a debate with- 
inthe US government about the purpose of 
aluminum tubes found in Iraq, which she 
and other officials had brandished before 
the war as proof of Saddam Hussein's nucle- 
ar ambitions. 

Ina series of television interviews Sunday, 
Rice insisted however that she only later 
earned that the energy department believed 
the aluminum tubes were actually meant for 
conventional weapons, denying a report in The 
New York Times that she knew of those con- 
‘cerns before using the tubes to argue for war. 

“At that time we understood there were some 
debates within the intelligence community. Ilat- 
er leamed that the Energy Department believed 
that these tubes might be for something else,” 
she told NBC television’s “Today Show.” 

Speaking on the campaign trail in the town 
of Austintown, Ohio Sunday, Democratic 
presidential hopeful John Kerry said Times re- 
port is a stinging indictment of the Bush ad- 
ministration’s prewar intelligence and foreign 
policy judgment. 

“There are very serious questions about 
whether the administration was open and 
honest in making the case for war in Iraq,” 
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Bush campaign on defensive 
amid questions on Iraq intel 


Kerry said on a campaign sweep taking him 
through several rust-belt communities. 

“These are questions that the president 
must face. These are question that the presi- 
dent has to answer fully to the American péo- 
ple and the troops,” he said. 

Kerry's campaign spokesperson Joe Lock- 
hartexpanded on those concerns 

“Secretary (of State Colin) Powell went up 
and based most of his assessment on Sad- 
dam's nuclear threat on these aluminum 
tubes tothe United Nations,” he said. 

“Condoleezza Rice raised the specter of a 
mushroom cloud... Vice President Cheney... 
didn’t say there was debate. He said this was 
afact.” 

“This is about what the president knew, 
what he withheld from the American public, if 
anything,” Lockhartt said. “These are ques- 
tions he should answer now.” 

Democratic Sen. Bob Graham accused the 
White House of deliberately using informa- 
tion it knew to be false to bolster the case for 
invading Iraq. 

“Itis an outrage of tremendous proportions, 
and is not only a statement of the intelligence 
of this administration, but the fundamental 
character of this administration that they 
would so mislead the citizens of the United 
‘States and the world,” Graham told reporters. 

‘The report is another blow to White House 
credibility on foreign policy matter as the 
presidential campaign enters a critical 10-day 
period, with a vice presidential faceoff on 
“Tuesday and two more scheduled debates be- 
tween Bush and Kerry. 

Kemys strong performance in Thursday's 
debate with Bush on 
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with award for medicine 


Monday (today in 
Manila) with the an- 
nouncement of the 
prize for Medicine, 
kicking off the annu- 
al series of coveted 
awards culminating 
in the prestigious 
honors for Literature 
and for Peace. 

Scandinavian capi- 
tals Stockholm and 
Oslo are abuzz with 
speculation, and a 
feeling emerged that 
the Literature prize 
could go to a woman 
this year, while efforts 
to limit nuclear build- 
up and proliferation 
may be rewarded by 
the Peace award. 

Last year the Peace 
prize, the only honor 
tobe bestowed in Oslo 
and not in Stockholm, 
‘went to Iranian hu- 
man righs lawyer 
Shirin Ebadi. 

There is no clear 
favorite ahead of this 
years Peace an- 
nouncement, sched- 
uled for Friday, but if 
those tipping the nu- 
clear sector are cor- 
rect, then it may be 
the tum of the Inter- 
national Atomic En- 


‘After playing a vi- 
tal role in the inspec- 
tions of former Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hus- 
sein's weapons arse- 
nal and the search for 
his suspected nuclear 
program, the IAEA is 
currently struggling 
togetlranto halt con- 
troversial uranium 
enrichment-related 
activities and to getto 
the bottom of North 
Korea's secretive nu- 
clear program. 

‘Women writers, 
long overlooked by 
the Swedish Academy, 
could be well-placed 
to take home the Lit- 
erature honors this 
year, observers said, 
citing Algeria's Assia 
Djebas, Joyce Carol 
Oates of the United 
‘States and Dane Inger 
Christensen as poten- 
tial winners. 

The Academy has 
honored only nine 
women since the 
prize was irst handed 
out more than a cen- 
tury ago. Most recen 
ly, it went to Polish 
poet Wislawa Szym- 
borska in 1996. 

‘The prize will be 


ors went to J.M: Co- 
etzee of South Africa. 

After Medicine on 
Monday, the Physics 
prize will be am 
nounced on Tuesday 
and Chemistry on: 
Wednesday. The Eco- 
nomics prize, awarded 
by Sweden's central 
bank, the Riksbank, is 
scheduled for Oct. 1. 

Nobel prizes, 


founded by Sweden's 
Alfred Nobel, the ins” 
ventor of dynamite, 
were first awarded in 
1901. 


PRESIDENTIAL contenders Kerry (left) and 
Bush at the conclusion of their first 
presidential debate, Sept. 30, 
‘combined with weekend polls showing Kerry 
with a slim advantage over Bush after trailing 
him for months, have reinvigorated the 
Democrat's bid for office. 

(On Tuesday Kerry's running mate, North 
Carolina Sen. John Edwards, faces Vice Presi- 
dent Dick Cheney in a 90-minute debate on 
the campus of Case Western Reserve Universi 
tyin midwestern city of Cleveland, Ohi 

‘The charismatic Edwards, a former trial 
lawyer, will sit across a table from Cheney, a 
serious, often dour conservative with a quick 
wit and sharp tongue. A television journalist 
will moderate the event. AFP 
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INDONESIAN hostages Rosidah binti Anan, left, and Rafikan binti 
Aming are seen in this image from Al Jazeera TV footage takenin 
Jakarta on Oct. 4. An Islamic militant group claiming to have 
kidnapped two Indonesian women in Iraq demanded the release of 
Jailed Indonesian cleric, but the cleric refused to be freed in an 
‘exchange, saying hostage-taking isnot in keeping with Islam. 


Powerful bomb blasts 
shake central Baghdad 


BAGHDAD—Two bomb blasts 
shook separate areas of central 
Baghdad on Monday, killing at least 
10 people and wounding 70, while 
US and Iraqi forces pursued their 
offensive against rebel strongholds 
elsewhere in the country. 

Inthe first attack in Baghdad, a 
car bomb blew up near one of the 
entrances to the heavily fortified 
Green Zone, and close to an Iraqi 
National Guard recruitment post, 
killing at least 10 people and 
wounding 70, doctors and wit- 
nesses said. 

A US military spokesperson 
said no US troops were wounded 
in the attack, but had no further 
information. 

A second bomb, about 30 min- 
utes later, shook buildings in the 
center of the city and sent thick 
clouds of black smoke pouring in- 
to theair above one of several ho- 
tels used by foreign contractors 
and workers. 

Witnesses said the blast oc- 
curred as a US military convoy 
was passing down one of Bagh- Operations also continued to 
dad's major thoroughfares, in bring security to Samarra, a city 
front of the Baghdad Hotel, a north of Baghdad that US and Iraqi 
building used by US government forces overran on Friday to try to 
personnel and contractors. ‘wrest it from guerrilla hands. 

Ir was not immediately clearif In a 36-hour blitz, some 3,000 
there were any dead or wound- US troops and 2,000 Iraqi sol- 
ed—US troops sealed off the diers, backed by US fighter planes 
area and helicopters patrolled and artillery, stormed the city, 
the skies above. However, a 100 km north of Baghdad, in an 
source at Iraq's interior ministry effort to take back from an esti- 
said he feared there were high mated $00 to 1,000 guerrillas. 
casualties. ‘They said they killed 125 fight- 

Tn the first attack, witnesses ers and captured 88 in the opera- 
said a car raced toward an en- tion, which left dozens of build- 
trance to the Green Zone, home ings destroyed and which locals 
tothe Iraqi interim government, said also had a heavy toll among 
but detonated before reaching civilians. Reuters 


the gate, exploding amid ci 
ians milling around the recruit- 
mencsite. 

Insurgents regularly attack the 
Green Zone, a huge US defended 
complex in the center of Baghdad 
that houses the US and British 
embassies as well as other gov- 
ernment buildings, usually firing 
‘mortars into its confines. 

‘They have also attacked it with 
car bombs, detonating one short- 
ly after the handover of power to 
an Iraqi interim government in 
June, killing at least 10 people. 

‘Another blast in May, at the 
same entrance that was attacked 
on Monday, killed the then-head 
of the Iraqi Governing Council, 
the US-backed body that helped 
administer Iraq before the han- 
dover of power. 

As insurgents attacked in Bagh- 
dad, the US military continued op- 
erations against rebel strongholds 
in the country, carrying out anoth- 
er set of air strikes on suspected 
militant hideous in Fallujah. B 
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Nobel prize season opens. 


STOCKHOLM—The ergy Commission awarded either this 
2004 Nobel Prize and its chief, Mo- Thursday or the next.. 
season opens on hamed ElBaradei. Last year, the hon- 


AFP 


JAKARTA—Susilo Bambang Yudhoy- 
‘ono was declared the runaway winner 
of Indonesia's presidential election on 
Monday, capping a rapid rise to power 
for the former general who has vowed 
tocreate jobs and fight terrorism. 

The independent election commis- 
sion said Yudhoyono had won 60.6 per- 
cent of Indonesia's historic first direct 
leadership ballot to incumbent 
Megawati Sukamnoputr's 39.4 percent. 

‘Commission officials told a news con- 
ference the result was valid, and made 
no mention of threats by Megawat's 
team to file a complaint to the Constitu- 
tional Court over alleged fraud. 

In brief remarks earlier to reporters, 
Yudhoyono did not explicitly declare 
victory but spoke just after preliminary 
final numbers had shown the magni- 
tude of his win in the run-off 

“If that is the resul, I thank the peo- 
ple of Indonesia and will soon form the 
next government and formulate a 100- 
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Yudhoyono new Indonesia president: 


hishome south of Jakarta, 

“The government will work seriously 
toachieve our goals.” 

Yudhoyono asked the international 
‘community to work with the world’s 
most populous Muslim nation. He did 
not elaborate, but Indonesia is on the 
frontline in the war on terrorism after 
some of the deadliest attacks since the 
Sept. 11, 2001 strikes. 

The poll marked a major step for- 
ward in Indonesia's democratic transi- 
tion following a violent and messy six 
years since the downfall of autocrat 
Suharto, a former general who ruled 
with an iron fist for 32 years. 

A spokesman said Yudhoyono would 
make an acceptance speech at 7 p.m. 

‘Jakarta stocks ended 2.5 percent high- 
cer at a record close on expectations Yud- 
hoyono would name a strong cabinet. 

Yudhoyono, $5, will be sworn in on 
Oct. 20. He has said his cabinet will 
start working on that day. 

Unofficial counting in the days after 


the ballot showed Yudhoyono had easily 
won, but Megawati had said she would 
not concede defeat until the election 
‘commission announcement. She has yet 
to publicly acknowledge the loss. 

‘A spokesperson for Megawati, Arif 
Wibowo, said alleged irregularities had 
affected the vote in several provinces. 

“We may go to the Constitutional 
Court,” Wibowo said. 

Foreign and local election observers 
have said there were no major irregular- 
ities that should affect the overall result. 

‘According to the results, Yudhoyono 
beat Megawati by around 25 milion votes. 
More than 116 million people voted. 

Yudhoyono has said his cabinet would 
mostly comprise professionals, unlike pre- 
vious governments that drew heavily from 
Indonesia's major political parties, hinder- 
ing cohesion and sparking division. 

On Saturday, he said his ministers 
would sign accountability contracts, in- 
dicating poor performing ministers may 
not last. Reuters 
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day programme,” Yudhoyono said near 


STEAM column rising from the crater of 
Mount St. Helens, Oct. 1, at the start of a 
predicted eruption. ” 


St. Helens’ 
eruption near, 
geologists say 


SEATTLE, Washington—A tremor shook 
Mount St. Helens for 25 minutes early Sun- 
day, prompting scientists to warn of an immi- 
nent eruption two days after the volcano 
came back to life. 

The US Geological Survey (USGS) said 
the volcano, which killed 57 people during 
a major eruption in 1980, was shaken by a 
“tremor burst" for 25 minutes. Eathquakes 
are rumbling at a rate of one or two per 
minute, it added, 

Scientists on Saturday saw an increase of 
fumaroles, a hole from which hot gases and 
vapors emanate, in St. Helens’ lava dome 
and detected carbon dioxide, the USGS 
said 

‘Alter 18 years on inactivity, St. Helens 
roared back to life Friday with a giant plume 
of steam and ash. 

"All this suggests that a second eruption is 
imminent,” said USGS spokesperson 
Catherine Puckett. “It could happen right 
now while we are talking, in the next few 
hours or tomorrow.” 

Friday's eruption brought hundreds of cu- 
riosity seekers to the area who were evacuat- 
ed on Saturday from an 8-km radius around 
the mountain, including the USGS Johnson 
Ridge Observatory. 

The Federal Aviation Administration on 
Friday warned aircraft to avoid the area 
around the volcano. 

‘The USGS has raised its alert to the maxi- 
‘mum third level 

lcano experts have been warning of a 
possible imminent eruption of Mount St. He- 
Tens for several days as seismic activity in the 
area grew. AFP 


Rebels attack 
anew in India’s 
northeast 


GUWAHATI, India—Suspected separatist 
rebels set off a string of fresh bomb blasts in 
northeastern India on Sunday, bringing the 
death toll in a weekend of violence to 56. 

Six separate attacks in streets and markets 
across the northeastern state of Assam killed 
10 people on Sunday. 

They followed a series of bombings and at- 
tacks in Assam and neighboring Nagaland on 
Saturday that killed 46 people. 

No one claimed responsibility, but officials 
blamed the Assam attacks on the outlawed Na- 
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ducing state of Assam were the worst since See 7 
separatists launched a rebellion against Indi 
an rule there in 1979. 

‘Along with the Bodos, the United Libera- 
tion Front of Asom (ULPA) is also fighting for 
independence in the state. 

‘The separatists accuse the federal govern- 
ment of plundering the region's natural re- | 
sources. They also complain that New Delhi 
has ignored the northeast because of its focus 
on disputed Kashmir, where it has faced a sep- 
aratist rebellion since 1989. Reuters L 
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Girl becomes Thailand’s 11th bird flu fatality 


BANGKOK—An 8:year-old girl has died of bird year, health officials said Monday. night,” Health Minister Sudarat Keyu- village, in Chon Daen district about flu—she was cremated before full 
fu in northern Thailand, becoming the countrys “She fell ill last Thursday and was admitted raphan told reporters. 330km north of Bangkok, “have been tests could be carried out—and to di 
11th confirmed victim of the lethal virus this to hospital Sunday before she died that The gir, from Phetchabun province, dying since early last month while cover ifthe disease had mutated into a . 

‘was the third Thai to die during anew chickens at the girl's house died more contagious and lethal form that. 


MAKATI One wish that hearing wvesfoubreistsanedinduy' around mid-September”, COU wigger a vider healt cis 
mu a ‘Atleast 19 people have also died of It was not immediately clear how A mutated bird flu outbreak was 
annusa impaired people have... | vird fiu in Vienam since December Thai authorities initially earned ofor blamed for the deaths of as many a 
‘Legaspi Vilage, Makati City Jast year and millions of birds have dealt with the poultry deaths. 40 million people worldwide in 1918. 
Tn Sey OT AES died or been culled across Asia. Last month Prime Minister Thaksin Thai health officials said early indica- 


“The girl, who was not named by of- Shinawatra criticized the health and tions were that the strain had not < 

ficils, was taken to hospital with a agriculture ministries for not doing changed much. 

fever last week after eight of the fami- enough to stem the outbreaks, and Meanwhile, Thai media reported 

ly chickens died and was confirmed said local authorities should have an- Monday’ that laboratory tests con 

Sunday as having the lethal HSN1 nounced suspicious poultry deaths firmed the bird fu virus had been dis- , 

form of the virus. more quickly. covered in dogs northeast of Bangkok. + 
‘The girl lived in a poorly ventilated Tests and monitoring of the girl's Health officials said they could not: 

house and helped pluck chick- relatives, neighbors, classmates and verify the reports, although the 
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S t system that automatically enhances speech, reduces “Friends discouraged her without its first probable case of human-to- spread of the virus into mammals be- 
OUNİEK isons noise and adapa isianty to chengig | any success,” it said. One thousand human infection of bird flu following cause theories suggest that if it: 
M he iorng Core Roamer sounds oudst: you hoar ony the sounda you nocd o hearard | chickens in the village were to be the deaths ofa mother and daughter. spreads to mammals it could be more: 


cee amateurs Van Sount today bor s no sagaton PREE | culled late Sunday. “Tests are still continuing to try to dangerous (for humans),” Sudarat- 
‘Sudarat said chickens in the girl's confirm that the daughter had said. AFP. 


z i peg Finance leaders £ 
: E tassios | urge vigilance 
$ | on terror, poverty 


3] WASHINGTON—Finance officials from all 
over the globe gathered under heavy guard 
4| on Sunday to push for a steppéd-up fight 
{| against terror financing while warning the 
poor must not be forgotten. 
‘| Security has never been tighter at the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and World Bank’ 
meetings, where finance ministers and cen- 
tral bankers from about 180 countries meet 
twice a year to discuss the the global economy’ 
and any threats it faces. 
j Fences, concrete barricades and massive 
@ trucks ringed the IMF and World Bank buildings, 
which teemed with police and bomb-snifing 
dogs. Roads around the buildings, only blocks 
from the White House, were sealed off to trafic. 
Security officers staffed X-ray scanners and 
checked the identification of every visitor to the 
building—from finance ministers to reporters. 
i] But the weekend went off without incident. 
“Terror has reached our door” James 
Wolfensohn, president of the World Bank, de- 
clared to shareholder governments on the last 
day ofthe meetings 
q TA “One need only look atthe cement barriers 
(So Re Sat pu surrounding these buildings to understand 
the big difference of the past year.” 
$ Some finance officials suggested the meet- 
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Wolfensohn, whose bank is at the forefront 
Bh aor mit ay atin 


of the poverty fight, said his concern was that 
heavy spending on security may eat into aid 
for the poor. 

“The danger is that... we lose sight of the 
longer-term and equally urgent causes of our 
insecure world: poverty, frustration, and lack 
of hope,” he said. 

In their remarks to the meeting, the finance of- 
ficials repeatedly called for tougher steps to choke 
off terror financing, pointing to the link between 
global security and economic prosperity. Reuters 


ETA's ‘political 
leader’ arrested 
in French swoop 


BORDEAUX, France—Police arrested the sus- 
pected political leader of the Basque guerrilla 
group ETA, detained 20 others, and seized ex- 


hi 

Peres plosives, grenade and other weapons nase 
Shi ries of raids on Sunday, officials said. 

inew REVO GL. Hailed by authorities as a major blow to the 


outlawed separatist group in France and Spain, 
police arrested Mikel Albisu Iriarte, alias “Mikel 
Antza”, said by Spanish authorities to have been 
-= ETAS political chief since 1993. 
1 He was arrested with his partner, another 
REAT: REVO FINANCING SCHEMES suspected ETA veteran, Soledad Iparraguirre, 
alias "Anboto", at Salies de Bearn in south- 
wn a Revo through our Pasaia ar. kad 60 
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: Ss EE matiisin iaiia A Spanish police also arrested a truck driver in 

u the central city of Burgos who was suspected of 
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Garcia’s revenge 


INSTON Garcia, president and general manager 
We the Government Service Insurance System, 
has been so very busy answering charges of mis- 
management, abuse of authority and graft and corrup- 
tion, we wonder if he can still get any work done. In the. 
last few weeks, Garcia has been accused of giving himself 
one of the biggest compensation packages among offi- 
cials working in government-owned 
EDITORIAL and -controlled corporations, incur- 
ing P5 million in cash advances, tak- 
ing out a P2.1 million loan to buy a Volvo and another 
lọan of P11 million to buy a house, and committing hu- 
man rights violations by ordering the violent dispersal of 
militant government workers demanding his ouster. 

To all of which Garcia’s standard response has been 
that he did nothing wrong. He has repeatedly said there 
was nothing illegal about the multimillion-peso compen- 
sation he was receiving from the GSIS or the loans he had 
secured. Maybe—although one cannot be sure whether 
his mere certification that the P5-million cash advances 
had been used “in relation to or by reason of (I posi- 
tion” satisfies government auditing rules. But certainly it 
was unethical if not immoral for Garcia to get those multi- 
million-peso loans ata time when government employees 
were complaining about the difficulty of securing loans 
from the GSIS—and to satisfy his lavish taste yet. 

“Td rather borrow than steal,” Garcia declared in his 
own defense. “There's nothing irregular with this, be- 
cause any member can get a housing loan in two or three 
days if their papers are complete.” 

That has not been the common experience of ordinary 
government employees who more often than not have to 
‘wait for weeks, even months, to get loans or receive their 
pensions. If the GSIS Pabahay Executive Committee can 
routinely process and approve housing loan applications 
in two days, this is the first time GSIS members and the 
general public have heard about it. Obviously Garcia got 
some “special accommodation” a number of times, and if 
he sees nothing wrong with that, it only demonstrates an 
insensitivity and an absence of delicadeza which can be 
detrimental to public service. 

But rather than heed the clamor of militant groups and 
even some sober-minded legislators, like Sen. Ramon 
‘Magsaysay Jr., for him to step down, Garcia has opted not 
just to dig in but to fight back. Last week, he accused Iloi- 
lo Rep. Rolex Suplico (one of the House members-who 
wanted Garcia investigated for gross mismanagement of 
the GSIS funds) of using his position to “coerce” a multi- 
national company to buy land belonging to his wife's fam- 
ily at a “staggering cost of P175 million.” Earlier he 
claimed that one of his other accusers in Congress, Leyte 
Rep. Eduardo Veloso, acting in behalf of some private 
‘companies, had sought to get part of the GSIS’ reinsur- 
ance business. And also last week, he ordered plunder 
charges filed against four officials of the GSIS branch of- 
fice in Tarlac over an alleged P413 billion housing loan 
scam. He vowed to conduct a purge of GSIS officials in- 
volved in various anomalies, saying that syndicates hurt- 
ing from the reforms he had introduced, as well as a “ca- 
bal of insurance brokers,” were orchestrating the “smear 
campaign” against him. 

Any of these charges is certainly worse than the black- 
est mud his accusers have thrown at Garcia. Each of the 
charges he has made is clearly criminal in nature. The on- 
ly thing that diminishes their shock value is that they are 
being made by Garcia when he has his back against the 
wall. The plunder case even makes him look negligent. If 
Garcia knew about such wrongdoings for so long, why 
did he wait until now to denounce them? If his accusers 
didn’t go after him, would he have just kept quiet about 
the alleged extortion committed by Suplico, or Veloso’s 
attempt at influence-peddling, or the plunder of GSIS 
funds by officials he suspects of working for his ouster? 

While it is obvious that Garcia is moved by his desire for 
revenge, this does not diminish one bit the gravity of the 
offenses he has leveled against the two congressmen and 
GSIS officials. If Garcia has the goods on them, he would 
be doing the nation a great service if he made sure that 
they were prosecuted and jailed for these crimes. This is a 
worthier endeavor than trying to hang on to a job that is 
becoming too hot for him to handle. If he pursues these 
cases to the end and wins, even those government em- 
ployees who want him out of the GSIS should be able to 
forgive him his excesses. 
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WILL President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo deci- 
sively close down one of this troubled coun- 
try’ newer businesses: “coups for rent"? 

Courts are now hearing mutiny cases lodged 
against 32—out of the original 325 sol- 
diers—who took over Oakwood Hotel, Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzales noted. The “Magdalo” 
rebels, thus, are beyond the President's reach, 
he said, And amnesty is Congress’ prerogative. 

Mixed signals earlier wafted from Mala- 
cafiang on a “deal,” following the public apolo- 
gy from Navy Lt. Antonio Trillanes VI and other 
mutineers. 

In their mea culpa, the rebels—mostiy 
Philippine Military Academy Class '95 gradu- 
ates—insisted they were sincere reformers. 
Democracy then does not grow out of a gun 
barrel? They'd abide now by the Constitution, 
in the military, if given a chance. 

“Hot money” sloshes in this town. No one, 
let alone deposed Joseph Estrada, picked up 
the mutiny tab, the Magdalos claimed. Their 
“idealism was not for hie.” 

Reactions were varied. Veteran of failed 
“God Save The Queen” coups, Sen. Juan Ponce 
Enrile, predictably thumbed-up amnesty. Fin- 
ger your godfather first, a House defense com- 
mittee member said. Someone bankrolled 
those polished boots, radios, airline tickets, 
plus brand-new vans later abandoned, “Who 
rented this coup?” 

"Unless justice is done, this problem will 
reappear in the future,” wamed Dr. Carolina 
Hemandez, University of the Philippines schol- 
ar on the military. We've been there before, she 
recalled. Both the Davide and Feliciano Com- 
missions insist on justice as basis for closure. 

‘Amnesty chatter sent some to re-read "Clos- 
cer Than Brothers—Manhood at the Philippine 
Military Academy” (Yale University 1999). 
‘Tis study compares three generations of PMA 
graduates: Classes '40, 71 and 90. Written by 
Prof. Alfred McCoy, it asks: Have constitutional 
values, in soldiers trained on taxpayers money, 
atrophied? 

"In the Philippines, institutions often seem the 


SYMPATHIZE completely with Minguita Padil- 
la (PDI, 9/29/04) in her crusade to vindicate 
doctors’ from the witch hunt being waged 
against them by some people in media and 
Congress. Chief of them Korina Sanchez, who 
seems to have made it her life's work to make 
doctors pay forthe sins of the world, and Serge 
‘Osmefia, who has decided to lead the torch-car- 
tying mob laying siege at Frankenstein's castle. 

Sanchez has renewed her attacks against 
doctors in her radio and TV shows, while Osme- 
fia has authored Senate Bill 1720 criminalizing 
medical malpractice” and forcing doctors to 
get "mandatory malpractice insurance.” 

‘As Padilla says, in these days, when doctors 
are leaving the country faster than you can say 
“penicillin,” it is inconceivable why we perse- 
cure them in this way. With government cutting 
down on its health budget ("it now allocates a 
scandalous 35 centavos per Filipin 
health), with fewer students taking up me 
(atleast 35 medical schools are on the brink of 
collapse because of a large drop in enroll- 
ment”), and with the ranks of doctors in this 
country so depleted the UPPGH, “which used to 
tum away so many applicants for residency (not 
even able) to fill up half ofits available positions 
today,” we may wake up soon to find out there's 
noone left to give balm to our wounds. 

One would imagine, Pa , that those 
who have remained behind—and most of 
them have done so by choice—would be ob- 
jects of much adulation. Instead, they have be- 
‘come objects of opprobrium. 

Let me be clear about a couple of things 
fromthe start. 

1 do know that medical malpractice hap- 
pens, and 1 agree that they may even be ram- 
pant. 1 do know thar patients are often at the 
mercy of hospitals, are often overcharged, and 
are often given a raw deal, either not geuing 
better or even getting worse. It’s not only be- 
cause each time I listen to AM radio while on 
the road I get to hear these complaints from 
the public in various talk shows and commen- 
taries I's also because 1 get to hear these com- 
plaints directly from friends and relations. Try 
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sum of personal ties," McCoy notes. PMA gradu- 
ates “translate broad ideological currents into in- 
stiutional change in an impoverished country 
‘where 169 families monopolize power.” 

Battle and Japanese concentration camps 
bonded Class “40 graduates. “Their belief in 
civil supremacy would later withstand the 
préssures of higher command,” the study adds. 
“They actively blocked coup attempts,” 

Martial law co-opted Class 71. It became the 
“mailed fist of the dictatorship.” Among its 85 
graduates, five tortured, six were murdered. 
Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan and 14 others were 
neck-deepin coups. As players in Marcos’ seript 
of violence, they gradually broke free from the 
constraints of military discipline.” 

Class '90 confronted, in the post-People 
Power Revolt years, institutions shattered by 
the Marcos dictatorship. Their formation in 
PMA was a time of unprecedented ferment. 

Some were teenagers when RAM first re- 
volted. When Colonel Honasan attempted his 
bloodiest coup, Class 90 “preferred to support 
the Constitution.” But its yearbook praised 
RAM's fight forthe Filipino people.” They ree- 
cho in the Magdalo criticism of corruption. 

“Contrast between Classes 40 and '71 offers 
insight of the country’s past,” McCoy writes, 
But “a comparison of Class '40 and 90 allows 
us a glimpse into the future.” Five classes later, 
the sought-after peek into the future emerged 
in Oakwood. 

Looking back, McCoy noted that while they 
were cadets, all of them staged protests: Class 
"40 over unfair exams; Class '71, staff corrup- 
tion and Class'90, government hypocrisy. 

‘Similarity can conceal difference. Class 40s 
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telling a horror story about doctors and hos 
tals in a family gathering, and you won't hear 
the end of it. You'll get a dozen stories along, 
the same lines, each one worse than the last, 

My own good friend Rodolfo Salas’ son-in- 
Jaw died in what they reckon to be a case of 
hospital negligence. The young man choked to 
death from his vomit in the middle of the night 
after he was taken in for intestinal pains. A 
decade or so ago, 1 wrote several columns on 
the eye-popping ‘number of deaths in Cebu 
stemmipg from doctors taking in more patients 
than they could handle, These things do hap- 
pen. And itis alarming that they do. 

‘And 1 do agree that something ought to be 
done about it. T agree that it is not enough that 
doctors just promise to reprimand and punish 
the guilty. People have every reason to com- 
plain and bring their cases to the attention of 
media when the Philippine Medical Associa- 
tion proves deaf to their entreaty: People have 
every reason to demand that their cases, which 
representa grave injustice, do not go the way 
of coup plots or mutinies where the perpetra- 
tors are given push-ups. 

‘What mechanisms this will take, however, 1 
do not know. I do know enough conscientious 
doctors to say with confidence that a dialogue 
between them and the public on this score will 
not be a dialogue of the deat. They are as much 
concerned with the integrity of the profession 
they love as the public is of the health it cher- 
ishes. 

What 1 am against is turning doctors into 
“The Enemy. Which is what such things as crim- 
inalizing medical malpractice and forcing doc- 
tors to buy malpractice insurance do, They 
turn doctors into suspects who may be pre- 


strike reinforced their commitment to the 
chain of command," the book notes. “The 
abortive protest of "71 later inspired revolt 
against the same hierarchy” 

“The meaning Class "90 draws from these 
experiences, and the way these lessons (are) 
challenged by their service as junior officers, 
will have a lasting influence on them and the 
armed forces," he asserts. 

Recent comment, however, focused on how 
PMA Class "71 stacked up against Class “40. 
That's understandable. Graduates of "71 
cluded the failed coup artist Honasan and for 
mer presidential candidate Panfilo Lacson. 

Yet, Class "71s six coups flopped. “Majority of 
Filipino officers did not believe in seizing state 
power,” McCoy noted. "A tentative belief in civil 
supremacy and military professionalism some- 
how survived the Marcos year” This mixed his- 
tory impacted on the PMA classes of the 90s. 

‘Oakwood collapsed in 24 hours. Erap's 
descamisados didn't rally to Magdalo's inverted 
flag and embroidered armbands. Neither did 
other military men, 

President Manuel Quezon was always wary of 
the military in politics. He established a corps of 
professional officers, Thus, Quezon denied “con- 
trol over the nation’s arsenals to established po- 
Titical elites, whetier nationalist lawyers from UP 
or corporate executives from Ateneo.” 

Marcos’ uncorked the coup genie. “By his 
long service to the dictatorship, and his presi- 
dency, Ramos gave form to these fears,” the 
book adds. 

For now, President Macapagal-Arroyo must 
end coup-for-rent disruptions. Her hard- 
pressed administration needs breathing space. 

“Long after a president's name is remem- 
bered only in fading street signs,” the Yale 
book adds, “an entire cohort of officers will 
bear the imprint of his or her decisions —and 
influence the character of the Philippine mili- 
tary and nation," the book warns, That will af- 
fect the President's grandchildren too. 
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sumed guilty until proven innocent. At the very 
least of course, what it will do is jack up the 
cost of doctors and hospitals. 

But that is nothing. The best argument 
against it 1 heard from a friend, who said it 
would effectively end medical volunteer work, 
particularly among the poor in the countryside. 
Doctors who volunteer thus have to make do 
with crude instruments and the most adverse 
conditions to treat patients. Now why would 
anyone want to do that ifall she or he would get 
from their pains would be an Atorni Agaton try- 
ing Yo make a fast buck on an operation gone 
sour—malpractice being criminal, it can be 
brought to court by anyone other than the vic- 
tim or the victim's kin—by making a case of it? 

One truly would imagine that it's bad 
enough that we do not pin medals on those 
who have decided to stay behind amid the lure 
of greener pastures in Canada and elsewhere. 
‘Though, of course, the exiles are not always 
guaranteed work as doctors, which is double 
the pity. One would truly imagine that with 
Elmer Jacinto, the young man from Basilan 
‘who topped the medical board exams, setting & 
horrendous example by agreeing to work as a 
‘caregiver in New York, we would want to give 
our doctors, full-blown or burgeoning, all the 
incentives they need to stay. But to make their 
lives hell instead? 

Having survived asthma as a kid and various 
afflictions as an adult with no small help from 
doctors, 1 personally cannot understand 
Sanchez's and Osmefia’s tack. The doctors are 
right to argue that at least they, who hold the 
power of life and death over people's bodies, 
take exams to show they are qualified, Where- 
as those in media, particularly TV which is 
ubiquitous, who hold the power of life and 
death over people's reputations, do not, I have 
always asked myself that question too, why 
Journalism is not a licensed occupation. Why 
‘anyone can feel free to call himself, or herself, 
a journalist while merely poisoning the air 
with verbal smo; 

But it will take more than doctors to cure 
that, 


‘TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2004 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


oan... OPINION: 


Rosales backs up Gonzalez 


TM GLAD things are clearing up on the issue of 
amnesty for the Oakwood mutineers, thanks to 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez who has spelled 
things out in a forthright manner. Earlier, I laud- 
ed the President for stressing that even as she ac- 
cepted the apology of the mutineers, they still 
have to go through a court martial. A vague hint 
ofa pardon was also floated, but it was clear that 
this might come only after conviction. Things 
got muddled after amnesty was suddenly 
thrown in. People got the impression that the 

lace was headed in this direction, especially 
since Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz said that 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita had asked 
him to study the matter. Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye also said on one occasion that amnesty 
‘was an option. It was left to Gonzalez to explain 
that amnesty is “beyond the reach” of Mala- 
cafiang because it must be extended by an act of 
Congress. 

‘The DOJ chief stressed that a bill on 
amnesty for the rebels has to be filed in 
Congress and signed into law by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. But Gonzalez clearly stat- 
ed that he is for seeing the court martial 
through, and I'm glad Archbishop Gaudencio 
Rosales supports his position. The Manila 
prelate has correctly warned that going soft on 
the mutineers could encourage future coup at- 
tempts. He opined that had the coup plotters 
in the Cory administration “stopped with the 
first attempt,” our nation wouid have been far 
better off today. So much foreign investments 
were lost in those years because of the coup at- 
tempts, Rosales stressed. 

‘This is the reason the Oakwood mutineers 
have to go through a court martial. Not only is it 
the just thing to do, it is also for the education of 
‘our people, so they can form a better judgment on 
the grave act of mutiny. The conflicting opinions 
expressed by our officials and the way the press 
have reported them should serve as a lesson: In 
matters that are so sensitive—such as the grant of 
amnesty or pardon—it's best for our officials to 
go into more serious thought instead of throwing. 


MY wife is retiring later this year, which of course, 
is another way of saying she is tuming 60, 
whether she likes it or not. "Mandatory" as the 
personnel department would put it. What could 
be more mandatory than the passing of the years? 
But for her, retirement is far from mandatory. I's 
justa change of scenery, a new beginning. 

She entered her organization as a secretary, 
shy and unsure. Thirty-seven years later, she is 
‘making a happy exit, a fulfilled, self confident ca- 
reer officer, stil full of life. She does not look her 
age at all. She knows it and exules in it. When 
once 1 looked closely at her hair, 1 could see no 
more than four streaks of gray. Maybe, love is re- 
ally blind. 

She stil walks fast and talks faster. Her quick 
statcato steps echo in the marbled halls of her of- 
fice. When we do the malls, she often leaves me 
behind. In our evening family prayer, she leaves 
most of us behind. Brimming over with energy, 
she is all set to begin a new lifetime before her. 
She simply cannot imagine herself doing nothing 
and resting afterwards. In fact, she has fully 
booked her ‘retirement. 

She's joining a church group of “manangs” in 
the neighborhood whose uniforms are a “fashion- 
istas” nightmare: immaculate white dress with 
long below-the-knee hemline. 

Shie will join the church choir. She was a sopra- 
no inher company's glee club. She is still very 
much a soprano at home, especially when scold- 
ing her sons or the maids. 

‘She will go back to playing the organ in church 
in the early daily morning Mass, as she used to 
when she was younger. 

‘She will play the piano again after almost 40 
‘years. (Why we had to have two pianos when she 
only has two hands is beyond me.) 


Mexican 


ON OCT, 8, 1565 the galleon, “San Pedro” 
dropped anchor in Acapulco with Fr. Andres de 
Urdaneta, who had found a new route to the 
Philippines from New Spain. The ship, "San Lu- 
cas," under Capt. Alonso de Arellano and his pilot 
Lope Martin, had preceded it, having drifted 
away from the armada of Miguel Lopez de 
Legaspi on the way to the Philippines. It arrived 
‘on the coast of Mindanao and later, after navigat- 
ing through the archipelago, returned to Mexi- 
co—on a route almost parallel to that of the “San 
Pedro"—arriving at the port of La Navidad from 
where ithad departed on Aug. 9 of the same year. 

Letters from Legaspi and the royal officials 
were carried by the “San Pedro,” asking for the 
immediate shipment of men and materials need- 
ed to consolidate the precarious Spanish 
foothold in Cebu. 

Eventually Mexico became the base for the mi- 
gratory movement to populate the remote is- 
ands, and although most Filipinos today believe 
that the majority of these migrants were Spanish, 
itis entirely possible that they were in fact Mes 
cans. (This may be borne out by the many words 
in the local language that are Mexican in origin, 
such as tiangge, palenque, sacate). 

īp response to the request, the Audiencia in 
Mexico sent a solitary and dilapidated ship, “San 
Geronimo" under Capt. Pedro Sanchez Pericon 
and the pilot Lope Martin. It left Acapulco on 
May 1, 1566 and arrived in Cebu on Oct. 15 of 
the same year. Conspiracies, mutinies and 
deaths, beginning with that of the captain, 
marked the disastrous crossing ofthis vessel that 
brought little help to Legaspi. According to the 
chronicler of the trip, the Audiencia provided 
only 50 soldiers even if in Acapulco there were 
more than a hundred sailors. 

‘This meager force was followed by a bigger 
one. On April 1567, two vessels left Acapulco 
with 300 men—soldiers and mariners. The expe- 
dition included Felipe de Salcedo, nephew of 
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about speculations and expressing views off the 
top of their heads. Why couldnt they just say to 
the media, “We're studying all the options, and 
will keep you posted if there's something defi- 
nite"? Our officials have to realize that their poor- 
ly thought-out statements often impact on the 
perception that this “Strong Republic” is actually 
weak. 

By the way, the DOJ chief reacted to some 
lawmen's complaint, aired in this column, 
about how criminals are able to roam around 
on bail prosecutors downgrade 
charges against them from murder to homi- 
cide. Gonzalez said he had asked the Pasay 


to explain why the charge against youngest 


downgraded charge against a town mayor. 

Yesterday I spoke of the great tourist potential 
of Calubian, Leyte, and the island province of 
Biliran across the strait, with their coconut- 
‘fringed beaches, mountains, emerald seas and 
fresh fish and seafood, such as the scallops which 
are prized by Chinese restaurants. This part of the 
Philippines, in fact, could be developed into a 
great tourist destination, together with the next 
door town of Leyte, Leyte. American priest Ken- 
nerh Hendricks of Cincinnati, Ohio, who has been 
in the country for the past 30 years and works in 
the Diocese of Biliran, spoke of the island of 
‘Maripipi whose waters are so crystal clear one 
could see the dirt in one’s toenails through them. 
We visited our friend, former Rep. Gerry Espina, 
now mayor of Naval, the capital of Biliran, and 
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WED also like to know the concerns of the six- 
tysomething and above, what makes their 
blood pressure rise or makes them sit back, con- 
tent that alls well with their world and with 
themselves. —Ed. 


‘She will take art lessons (painting on glass and 
bottles). She will start reading some seven books 
she has lined up for her retirement. (Until now she 
can't bring herself to finish Frank MeCourt’s “An- 
gela's Ashes." Too sad, grips her hear, she says.) 

She will resume her knitting. (She had knitted 
sweaters for the family before). 

‘She may take up ballroom dancing again. (She 
was a member of her company’s folk dance 
soup). 

‘She may do taebo or taichi with the physical fit- 
ness group in the neighborhood or at the nearby 
mall. 

She will spend more time with her sons doing 
Divisoria and “ilalim ng tulay” in Quiapo. 

She will have the supermarket all to herself on 
Mondays. 

She will enroll (again) in driving school. Her 
children unanimously agree she will leam driving 
easily, noting that she already quite convincingly 
spits out extra expletives at reckless drivers on the 
road, complete with instant translation—"Estupi- 
do! Stupid!” She is not, by the way, a Spanish- 
speaking mestiza. With her behind the wheels, 1 
would have my rum as front seat driver. 

She will finish bringing out clothes and shoes 


we were enchanted by the beauty of his town. Ap- 
proaching it from the strait, we were reminded of 
lovely Greek islands. 

But alas, the roads in and around Calubian and 
Leyte, Leyte, are still so rough, and there are no 
hotels there. We were billeted in the only inn 
called Lotus, run by a Dutch guy named Martin 

and his Leytefia wife Ela. The place has a 
beach and a fabulous view of the Biliran 
tains. On top of that, the husband-and-wife 

team treats guests to freshly-gathered tuba. A 
reader suggested that pilgrimage tours to the 
shrine of St. Therese in Calubian could be orga- 
nized, and that the lack of inns and the bad roads 
‘could be part of the penitential rites. But this 
should be a good reminder to three-term Rep. Ed- 
uardo Veloso who almost lost the recent elections 
on thatissue. 

Thad a long chat with Calubian’s 
old Mayor Hazel “Dayday” Po and 3rd district 

board member Roel Batan and I 
earned a lot about their district's situation on 
the ground. Dayday, who was elected the 

‘mayor at age 20 in 2001, said that 


Be hall 
budgetary requirements; and 25 percent to 

the barangays and intelligence funds. 
‘The problem is that this Sth class municipal- 
ity is almost totally dependent on the IRA, 


then, who'd come if the roads are bad? 


from the closets for charity (except her 34-year- 
old wedding gown). 

She will dean up and clear up the library 
which actually is a storeroom for books and as- 
sorted bric-a-bracs, a piano room, a gym and 
sometimes, a TV room. 

‘She will computerize the inventory of books, 
cassette and VHS tapes, CDs, DVD and VCD 
movies kept in the different parts of the house 
(she has set aside stacks of VCD and DVD movies 
with happy endings). 

She will fix the family photo albums and col- 
late countless photographs accumulated through 
the years. 

‘She will visit Zeny, her hairdresser, more fre- 
quently (once every two months). No manicure, 
no pedicure, no lipstick, no makeup, no hair re- 
bonding, just her hair in all its natural glory (her 
face is unblemished by makeup). 

She will call up and meet friends she has not 
seen for a long time (two weeks or less)—office- 
mates shel be leaving behind who call her “Tita” 
or “mother,” retired "Golden Girls” from her office 
oldies but goodies,” they call themselves), her 
“amigas de Ayala Alabang,” and classmates from 
that girls school on San Marcelino, Malate, well- 
known for its successful, strong-headed alumnae. 

‘She will accept one of several offers from 
NGOs wich have invited her to do volunteer 
‘work for them. She will most probably join an 
NGO for battered women near our place. 

‘She may work again part-time as accountant. 

Lately, she has been bringing home an 


alarming number of travel brochures and mag-, 


azines. You see, she is also a tourist. But that's 
another story. 


Luis R. Sioson, 68, is a retired insurance executive. 


soldiers in the Philippines 
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Legaspi. The soldiers consisted of two companies, 
one under Capt. Artieda, and another under Juan 
de Aguirre at the orders of Andres de Ibarra. They 
arrived in Cebu on August 1567. 

‘Three years later, on March 9, 1570, three 
ships arrived with some 200 passengers among 
them sailors, soldiers, women and married men 
on board. Capt. Juan de la Isla left Acapulco to ar- 
rive in Panay where Legaspi was based that year. 
The viceroy Martin Enriquez responded to the 
royal orders to supply the Philippines with all the 
help that they demanded. In 1573, he wrote to 
the monarch stating that he had sent one or two 
ships with men and munitions every year since 
1569. Due to the lack of funds and the rigors of 
the climate in the islands, succeeding shipments 
tended to be less rather than more. 

However, almost 200 men were sent per trip in 
those first years. Colonization demanded the 
presence of soldiers to affirm, protect and secure 
the possession of the archipelago. Their recruit- 
ment became the main preoccupation of the au- 
thorities in Mexico each time they organized the 
‘sending of ships to the islands. 

‘This task of recruitment has left an interesting 
document relative to the soldiers sent to the 
Philippines in the trip of Dr. Francisco de Sande, 
councilor of the Audiencia in Mexico, who was 
designated governor of the islands after Guido de 
Lavezarez, successor to Legaspi. The document 
furnishes valuable details regarding the hetero- 
geneous composition of a group of soldiers to- 
ward the end of the 16th century. With a few ex- 


ceptions, the document (certified on March 25, 
1575) provided such information as the name of 
the soldiers and of their parents, their places of 
origin, age and physical details of each individu- 
al, like scars, moles, defects, and height. 

‘By order ofthe viceroy, the one in charge of the 
recruitment was Sergeant Major Juan de Mo- 
rones, member of the Legaspi expedition who 
had been sent back to Mexico after he was ac- 
‘cused of “certain crimes” that the viceroy didn’t 
consider too grave. The recruitment went on 
from Oct. 16, 1574 to March 10, 1575, a total of 
146 days. Every day, the trip was announced to 
the sound of a drum beat by Hernando Montoya 
and of the piccolo played by Felipe Martin, a na- 
tive of the barrio of San Sebastian in Manila 
Montoya was paid P91, two tomines or five reales 
daily and Martin P19 or P4 daily, although nei- 
ther went on any of voyages. 

In one expedition, there were 178 soldiers who 
Jefton two ships—"San Juan” and “Santiago.” Af- 
ter cruising through calm waters for 72 days, the 
expedition arrived in Isla de los Ladrones. It 
stayed a day and a half to gather water and re- 
plenish their foodstuff, after which it continued 
their journey to the Philippines. Off Cabo del Es- 
piritu Santo in the island of Tendaya (Samar), the 
expedition met with strong southeasterly winds 
which lasted until it reached Manila. 

‘One of the passengers was a son who hoped to 
be reunited with his parents in Manila. The par- 
ents had left ahead on a previous voyage. A curi- 
ous characteristic of these group of soldiers was 
that the majority of them had physical defects, 
mostly scars; there was one who was slightly 
cross-eyed, another had a cataract and a third 
was walleyed. What we will never know for cer- 
tain is how many of them settled and intermar- 
ried with the natives, and who among them were 
the soldiers who established Mexico, Pampanga? 

(Data from Luis Muro, Phil. Historical Re- 
view, 1972.) 
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Coping with terror 


1 HAD just finished eating my lunch at school when I got a 
glance at the headline of the Philippine Daily Inquirer that 
day. It was about a hostage crisis in Russia that had gone 
from bad to worse, ending up in a series of explosions that 
left more or less 300 people dead—more than half of them 
schoolchildren. My entire being shivered and I nearly threw 
up. All of a sudden I had a strong urge to fall down on my 


knees and cry. For 
the victims. Mast es- 
pecially, for the chil- 
dren, 

‘What was it about 
the incident that had 
me on the verge of 
tears the rest of the 
day? The world had 
seen through many 
terrorist crimes, In- 
evitably, 9/11 imme- 


Younc BLoop 
Tetchie Aquino 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
‘twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


diately crossed my mind. However, the recent hostage-tak- 
ing in Russia was to me far worse. In the 9/11 attack, the vic- 
tims never really knew what hit them. One minute they were 
laughing, working, studying, playing, going about their usu- 
al business, then...wham! They were at least spared the ex- 
tended torture of hunger, thirst and fear of impending 


death. 
Unlike the Russian 


hostages. The school children, the 


teachers, the parents who brought them to school. They 
‘were all taken to the gymnasium and, for days, were not al- 
lowed any food or water. It came to a point where the chil- 
dren had to piss into their school shoes just to have some- 
thing to drink. For food, they had to eat the flowers they had 
brought to school for their teachers, All the while they were 
crying in pain, in hunger and thirst, and just plain scared the 
way children should NEVER be allowed to feel. 

Asong goes thus, "in the eyes ofa child, there is joy, there 
is laughter, there is hope, there is trust, a chance to shape 
the future...” In the eyes of those Russian children, there 
could only have been questions as they looked at the adults, 


the parents, the teachers. 


even the terrorists and hostage- 


takers. "Why are you doing this to us? Aren't you supposed 
to take care of us? Didn't God—whether he be Allah, Yah- 
weh or Jehovah—give you the responsibility to take care of 


us” 


hope to God that the teachers who were with the chil- 
dren during that time had the strength of character and the 
kindness to shield the children from the extreme cruelty that 
had assaulted them that day. I hope to God they tried at least 
to take the minds of the children away from the thought of 
death that awaited them. Especially after the bombs had 
been activated, and it was only a matter of time, minutes, 
seconds, before they exploded. I hope to God that the teach- 
ers had engaged the children in a game or a story-telling ses- 
sion. 1 hope to God that the children were laughing and un- 
aware when the bombs finally went off, and darkness en- 
veloped them. I hope to God that death claimed them all 


swiftly and painlessly. 


Questions, and thoughts fill my mind. How do I cope with 
this? How does humanity cope with this? Do we go on with 


our lives studying, teaching, hurting, loving.. 


living? 1 be- 


lieve so, yes, We go on with our lives, aware of our responsi- 
bilities to effect change in the world, now or in the future, as 
a fitting tribute to those who died in that Russian tragedy. 


Make a difference. 


Tetchie Aquino, 22, isa college teacher at the Ateneo de Davao 


University. 


Lost and found 


Faith Raagas 


WHEN Iwas six years old, I dreamt of being a princess. Isaw 
myself dancing in a puffy dress, sleeping in a big, canopied 
bed, meeting my handsome prince and being carried into the 
woods on his white stallion. 

‘When Iwas 10; I dreamt of being 16 and a member of the 
cheerleading squad whose name reverberated through out 
the schoo! halls and having my cute boyfriend pick me up in 
school in his metallic blue Porsche. 

‘Atthe age of 13, I dreamt of being written about in a news- 
paper because of something wonderful that I accomplished. 

‘My younger years were spent day dreaming, and 1 felt 
very excited about growing up because 1 wanted to see my 
dreams unfold. But after years of dreaming, 1 am anything 
but the girl 1 dreamed 1 would be. 

But life is really all about perspective. 1 did not live my 
dreams, but 1 stili got them albeit in different versions. All 
girls are princesses in their own right, aren't they? While 1 
couldn't get into the cheerleading squad, | focused my ener- 


gies on the 


“cheerleader” for school projects and other activities during 
general assemblies. 1 eventually forgot the cute boyfriend 
because 1 was surrounded by fantastic girl friends and the 
funniest boy friends. No writer has written about me, but 1 
write down my feelings, my opinions and my reflections on 
life in my on-line journal. 

Many things happened while I dreamt. I was blessed to 
have traveled places that expanded my horizon. I was given 
an education that constantly pushed me to produce nothing 
but my best. joined a school immersion that exposed me to 
the real life and helped me discover my life's passion—ex- 
ploring and saving our environment—which led me to Hari- 
bon, an environmental organization. 1 became active in the 
student council, which gave me the opportunity to meet dif- 
ferent people with different perspectives, many of whom in- 
fluenced my beliefs. And all through these years, I had my 
‘mom and my brother to cheer me on. 

‘There was more life, and more to life, than the life 1 
dreamt of. I guess 1 have outgrown my dreams, or, as Jack 
Gallo put it, 1 got lost on the way to my dreams and found a 


better one. 


Now I dream of becoming a spokesperson for a huge envi- 
ronmental organization. 1 dream of visiting our national 
parks, diving in its richest seas, and capturing many of these 
‘moments on camera. I dream of having a job that will take 
me to places that are exotic and historic, where I can see na- 
ture at its best. And I dream of spending my later years on a 
private island in Palawan. 
But so many other things will happen while I dream. 


Faith Raagas, 18, is a freshman at the Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
y, taking up management engineering. 
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NFA must stay 


DAYS ago, top officials of the executive 
and the legislative departments were one 
in saying that the National Food Authority 
must go. In addition, HB 273 was filed in 
Congress to abolish the rice stabilization 
functions of the NFA as well as to remove 
the quantitative restriction on rice im- 
ports, paving the way for the privatization 
of rice importation. This bill is similar to 
HB 3339 and SB 1912, both of which 
were junked in the 12th Congress. 

‘The proponents of NPAs privatization 
are Sen, Jun Magsaysay, chair of the Sen- 
ate committee on agriculture, and Bud- 
get Secretary Emilia Boncodin. Their 
reason: NFA lost heavily last year. These 
supposed "losses," which are actually the 
social cost that government has to bear 
to ensure stable grains price and supply, 
pales in comparison to the P229.4 billion 
foregone revenues’ of the government 
last year (PDI, 8/27/04) due to the tax 
breaks and duty exemptions granted to 
big business. 

'A closer look at the NFA losses would 
be very revealing. For three decades, the 
NFA enjoyed duty-free importations as 
provided for by its charter. In 2002, the 
government started charging a 50-per- 
Cent tariff on NFAs importations which 
were needed to maintain the country’s 
rice security stock. For that same year, the 
NFA paid the staggering amounts of 
around PS billion, and last year, P7 billion 
in import duties and taxes. Without the 
necessary funds, NFA had to resort to 
commercial bank borrowings with high 
interest rates to settle these tariff charges. 
A ridiculous situation where the govern 
ment charged itself for an interest bearing 
loan guaranteed by the same govern- 
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ment. Also, there was the binge of bor- 
rowings the NFA had to resort to because 
of the yearly “10-month’ delay in the re- 
mittance by the Department of Budget 
and Management of the government's 
subsidy to its rice price stabilization man- 
date. These borrowings explain the astro- 
nomic rise in NFAS trading losses. 

Lately, matters of national survival and 
development were conveniently sidelined 
because of the unusual preoccupation of 
the government, in the midst of this fiscal 
crisis, to ensure a substantial allocation 
for debt servicing. One of these is NFAs 
present corporate setup. This stricture 
has been proven effective in averting na- 
tional rice crises, in deterring the profi- 
teering tendencies of the private sector, 
and in maintaining an affordable price of 
rice in all corners of the archipelago. 

Yes, the NFA must stay, or there could 
be social unrest if our people, 70 percent 
of whom are poor, are unduly deprived of 
access to affordable, good quality rice. 
Yes, there is a steep price to pay in ensur- 
ing food security for our people. And, yes, 
it entails a very high cost, but the altema- 
tive is a social volcano exploding and 
causing irreparable damage. 

"ROMAN SANCHEZ, 

national president, 

Natiofal Food Authority Employees 
‘Association (NFA-EA) Courage, 
101 Matimyas Building, 

E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave., Quezon City. 


DepEd officials should revisit ‘Asia’ 


WHEN Raul Roco tried to rid the De- 
partment of Education of dirt, it got rid 
of him—he was methodically ousted. 
True to its character, this same DepEd 
now readily dismisses (PDI, 9/24/04) 
as baseless and maliciously intended 
Antonio Calipjo Go's claim that a pre- 
scribed history textbook for both public 
and private high schools is “riddled with 
factual errors.” 

Before DepEd officials are allowed to 
come up with statements regarding a 
matter where they stand liable, an inde- 
pendent review committee must first be 
formed to evaluate it and make proper 
recommendations. 

‘What prompts a man like Go, an edu- 
cator himself, to claim the book contains 
errors if it was indeed accurately writ- 
ten? Tens of thousands of printed copies 
of this book are in our schools today. The 
committee needs only to secure a copy 
and it can either justify Go or throw him 
into prison. 

Dr, Teofista Vivar and her co-authors 
labeled Go's assertion as ill motivated, 
dismissing the errors as “manufactured 
and fabricated.” How could that be? They 
were the ones who wrote the book. She 


also stated that she has never received a 
single complaint. Was she expecting one? 

“Asya: Noon, Ngayon at sa Hinaharap,” 
the point of controversy, literally trans- 
lates into "Asia: Yesterday, Today and To- 
morrow." Any aspiring writer would not 
approve of this for a ttle 

in “Kasaysayan ng Daigdig” Vivar 
and her team stated that Armenian was 
the native language spoken by Jesus 
Christ. We know, of course, that it was 
Aramaic. Similarly, this same textbook, 
intended for classroom instruction, 
was so poorly written, littered with 
grammatical and syntax errors. Lack- 
ing cohesion in its presentation, read- 
ers can easily trace direct translation 
from English sources. 

Through our taxes, we are the ones 
paying for these textbooks. They should 
not be used to undermine the quality of 
training the state provides. We should not 
allow distorted knowledge to infuse the 
minds of our furure leaders. 

Done with escort girs, this should take 
center stage at the Senate. 


—IKE R SARMIENTO, 
Batangas Street, Makati City 
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Criminals or salvage victims? 


THE INQUIRER carried on the front 
page ofits Sept. 29 issue a picture show- 
ing six dead bodies lined along Sumu- 
long Highway in Antipolo City If these 
victims are criminals, as the, police 
claimed, well and good. If nor, then the 
police responsible for their deaths must 
be made ro answer. 

‘Are they realy the wanted, notorious 

robbery and kidnap- 
Jaso-Jaso Group? Television accounts 
Tefer to them as the notorious Ilonggo 
Gang. They were killed on the night of 
Sept. 27 in what has been claimed as a 
shootout where the victims fired first, 
‘wounding a policeman. 

Ifa picture pains a thousand words, 
there must have been an overkill what 
with a Ford Ranger pickup peppered 
with bullets, front, side and rear. 

Nothing indicates there was an ex- 
change of fire. What is quite strange is 


Bring all tax credit 
cheats to justice 


‘THE SPECIAL Presidential Task Force 156 
disbands on Oct. 7. But that should not 
‘exculpare the task force officials who col- 
laborated with the scam perpetrators. 
‘They should not be allowed to heave a 
sigh of relief. 

‘Many people continue to hope for 
the recovery of the billions lost in the 
tax credit certificates scam, especially 
at this time whe reeling 
in a fiscal crisis. The government agen- 
cies which are tasked to run after the 
the Office of the Ombudsman, 
lar, should exert every effort 
to make their hopes come true and 
send all the cheats and their coddlersro 
jail. 


—GERRY S. MATEO, 
gmate0118@pacifie.net-ph 


that the pursuing lawmen are said to 
have been on board an FX when they 
gave chase. Were they not riding in an 
official PNP mobile patrol car? There 
are no clear accounts or any TV footage 
showing what firearms or explosives the 
victims had with them. 

‘One of the victims is said to be a busi- 
nessman and is known in Marikina as 
someone unlikely to engage in any crim- 
inal activity. So was it really a shootout 
or a classic case of salvaging or summa- 
ty execution? 

By police accounts, these alleged 
criminals were supposed to rob a bank 
in Cubao but were preempted. The 
group called off its plan but apparently, 
the police tailed them up to Padi's Point 
where the said encounter or shootout 
took place. 

Who can rell with certainty on: 
whether there had been indeed a 


shootout? Dead men tell no tales and 
media reports are, as always, incom- 
plete. The firearins used by the alleged 
robbers, if any, were not shown nor re- 
ported nor accounted for, At the very 
least, were the victims in the actual act 
of committing a bank robbery when 
they were killed? 

Padi's Point, where they were shor 
and killed, is an eatery or within the 
Vicinity ofa row of restaurants frequent: 
fed by the moneyed class. Were all six 
vietims fired upon in the blue Ford 
Ranger pickup? If there was an ex 
change of fire, were there no other per- 
sons hit in the crossfire considering that 
Sumulong Highway is a busy national 
road? 

What exactly happened on the night 
of Sept.272 

PRIMER C. PAGUNURAN, 
UP Diliman, Quezon City 


Napocor proves gov't, business don’t mix 


MOST of us know thar the National Power 
Corp. is one of the major reasons why the 
government has incurred a huge budget 
deficit. We can only look at the figures 
and marvel at Napocor's awesome 
debts—accounting for a huge chunk of 
the deficit. 

‘Some parties have grabbed the oppor- 
tunity to use the Napocor mess as a 
springboard for their argument that the 
privatization of the energy industry is 
“doomed to fail." An Ibon report even 
went so far as to warn that turning the in- 
dustry over to private interests “would re- 
sult in onerous energy rates.” 

Why place the blame for the finan- 
cial mess thar is Napocor at the 
doorstep of the private sector? In the 
first place, Napocor is still a wholly 
government-owned and -controlled 


corporation. It was government that re- 
duced the utility co a bargaining chip. 
its rates deliberately suppressed and 
kept low as a ploy to please the masses. 
When Napocor started hemorrhaging. 
it was government that kept it afloat 
through loans and more loans, which 
partly explains the huge deficit and the 
financial crisis the country is facing to- 
day. 

‘And they say privatization will kill our 
industries? Inthe case of Napocor privati- 
zation would no doubt be the best thing 
that could happen to it. The utility, in facr, 
remains the most convincing argument of 
government's inefficiency in running 
business, Government and business sim- 
ply don't mix! 

MICHELE SAWYER, 
1809 Leveriza St., Pasay City 


Dear Readers, Text us your 
comments, suggestions and 
views on today’s news or hon 
was delivered. Tellus about the 
news you are interested in and 
the things you want improved 
in your favorite newspaper. 
Text INQUIRER <section key- 
word> name/city/message and 
send to 283 (Smart) or 2207 
(Globe). The section keywords 
are indicated in the Logo of 


neers. if gloria givs dem amnesty, 
der wud be more coups! i-punish 
talaga sila. 

oliver allen f. galupo, cagoyan 
de oro city 


NO. Oakwood mutineers deserve 2 
be punished 4 their crime against 
thestate. 

Leon Asuncion, San Juan 


Punish them first! teach them a 
lesson how 2 be good soldier! 

if found guilty, let them suffer. 
—Ronnie P. Beltran, Mandaluy- 
ong City 


No! dey r obviously only choosing 
d easy way out! They either say 
sorry or they rot in jail. They knew 
what dey were doing then, let 
them suffer d consequence unless 
they reveal d real mastermind, 
‘RICHMOND UY, QUEZON CITY 


no, d justice system shud bat- 
lowed 2 take its course. d muti- 
neers shud b tried. 


No, such acts traitor in d country, 
d mutineers should face trials 


message Yes, because d mutineers 
were only fighting for legitimate 
reforms which has fallen on deaf 
ears, 

— gerry singson, vigan city 
Oakwood mutineers shud not b 
given amnesty. altho d mutiny 
was bloodless, deir grievances 
shud be addressd by d proper au- 


& Filipinos. 


negros oriental 
no! rebellion is punishable accord- 

ing to the bible 1st rebellion hap- 

pened in heaven and lucifer was 


tolerated 2 avoid d occurrence 
of d same event. 
—Liafel Ranalan, Davao City 


no, they must first answer d con- 
sequences of der crime. 
— joe baguidudol, san Fernando 


No, because they have donea lot 
of harm to the democracy 


— jun abraham, antipolo 


— Susana Co, Quezon City 


no, because d court has not de- 
cided yet that they r guilty. 


willalsob 
CATHY UY, Q.C. 


— Chiva, Iloilo 


—rolando p, sinajon, digos city 


iam not in favor of amnesty for 
the mutineers, for mercy will not 
satisfy the demands of justice 
—Dr. Genesis Centeno, baguio cty 


thorities. Wo coz twill beabad precedent Right move, Wrong reason. Raise 
pia oliveros, alabat, quezon to some people who would at- taxes 2 Discourage VICES N AD- 

tempt to overthrowd govt. Let DICTION. Debt payment SHUD ON- 
No, beoz they triggered d peaceful them suffer the consequences. LY B secondary. Promote health. 
state of metro manila & mustnot —JOFREY DE LA CRUZ, Manila Look @ Singapore. 


Yes, but only if all criminals in 
this country who just apologize 
n amnesty. 


NO, dapat cla parusahan 2 d full 
extent of d law, para wag pa- 
marisan. A traitor is always a 
traitor, wala ng ipagbabago yan. 
—Arvin Bernardino, Q.C. 


say in diss matter. Let 003 do 


— Bernie Tangunan, Cuboo 


What is your reaction 
to the plan of the gov- 


para wala ng KRIMEN ng dahil sa 
mga LASINGGONG YAN! Occasional 
drinking nalang tayo, SOSYAL pa. 


than P2 (at least P5) to help gen- 
erate more revenue and bea 
stronger deterrent 4 smokers. 
—Edwin Nepunan, Mandaluyong 


—IRENETING, QC 


Hope dis wit minimize smokers. 


zon Institute, additional saving: 
Rizal 


Ok yun! Ke kung di pa nila 
nararamdaman pagkabutas ng 

kanilang baga, at least ngayon 
ramdam nila pagkabutas ng kani 


each section, Do, thatwould bez lighe dem iF ihrer: tt mutneers suffer lang bulsa! 

: -i some pipol aet jailed 4attemoted Ri consequences of teractions. ia Katherine Napa, 
Are you in favor of giv- preying “race guia, son jose Porcine 
Dukan mutineers? “arlene Sumugat, Digoschy NOWAY TO AMNESTY: Have wenot ok lang ang "sin taxes"; at least 
Why or why not? ge; Granting amnesty wien be saeioninte mababanaag aag mein. 
thee shud be nomeeytomuti-_earmencta nnd, sibulen, iod O net coup. EE taal 


Long overdue. It also discour- 
ages pipol from spending der 
hard-earned money for health 


—Leon S. Tabirara, Cabuyao, La- ished by God. No. es n ernment to raise taxes hazards such as these. Isuggest 

m m grelgsets a ice. as = 
be foraiven—that’s hell! hol/beer (¢.g.P1toP2 — Raul Pamintuan, bacoor 

No! let's put a stop 2 all dis —alfonso tolosa, bacoor, cavite Pesos per cigarette Š 

charade. Let justice reign n esi pack), to help reduce ok angitaas ang taxes bec these 

spare d county another mis  Noamnesty s d Oakwood muti- our fiscal deficit? are not essential commodities 

adventurism neers coz dey shud b punished 4 2 1 is wil help lower d cases of 

Danilo A. Andrey, Quezon City their misdeeds. Kahittriplitin nyo pa, oklang Soke quer related diseases. 


Good 4 dair, too. 
—edward tim, manilo 


tyk treating cancer wid alcOhl.fis- 


cal crisis is result of dEcAdEs of 


social system. 
—eli Garcia, dagupan 


Tama yan. Alma lagi pinoy sa nes 


—Raul Pamintuan, bacoor 


Less smokers, less lung diseases, 
less cost 4 gov't hospitals lyk Que- 


— Benito Sanvictores Jr., Cainta, 


pro-imperialist, anti-people poli- 
Gies, wat we need is a tOtaly new 


taxes pero pag pasarap sa buhay 
na alang kwenta, di sila hinayang. 
Pati motels n sauna na rin kaya? 


taxes on ciy & alcohol? Very wise 
decision. We even buy these prod- | 
ucts jus 2 burn & urinate later. it 

will not matter much 2 them. 


—dennis liang, iloilo 


dapat talaga taasan ang tax ng 
cigarilyo para mabawasan din ang 
smokers kaya langbaka mauwi | 
lang sa wala dahil sa mga ganid sa 
govt sa pera, 
Bernard favilinia, cavite f 
it wud create a tow output of sales 
& more tax evaders. we have had 
enuf taxes, wher did all d collect- 
ed revenues go? 
—paul ganaban, bacolod 


Raising taxes on sin products not 
only reduces d fiscal deficit but 
also discourages pipol from using 
cigarettes & alcohol which do not 
promote health. 

—timuel abrogena, isabela 


Dapat lang dagdagan ang tax ke 

mga bisyo un at hindi naman BA- 
SIC NEEDS. Ibig sabihin may pera 
ang bumibili nun. 

— Benjie Garcia, Munoz Science 
Gy ; 


makakabuti ang planong ito ng 
gobyerno. Di lang ekonomiya ng 
Bansa ang paunti-unting maisas- 
alba, kundi pati narin ang 
kalusugan ng mga mamamayan. , | + 
—pia oliveros, alabat, quezon 


Itis quite GOOD 2 Be ABLe 40 Fil 
ipinos 2 Lessen DER VICES & Be 
MoRE HEALTHY, SaVE DeiR MONEY 
2 Buy onli Necessities. 

— ROSALINA DAVID, OC 


Good! Excellent! A round of ap- 
plause to the government. 
— oel Quintela, Tagum City 


An 


NFA must stay 


DAYS ago, top officials of the executive 
and the legislative departments were one 
in saying that the National Food Authority 
must go. In addition, HB 273 was filed in 
‘Congress to abolish the rice stabilization 
functions of the NFA as well as to remove 
the quantitative restriction on rice im- 
ports, paving the way for the privatization 
of rice importation. This bill is similar to 
HB 3339 and SB 1912, both of which 
were junked in the 12th Congress. 

‘The proponents of NFAs privatization 
are Sen. Jun Magsaysay, chair of the Sen- 
ate committee on agriculture, and Bud- 
get Secretary Emilia Boncodin. Their 
reason: NFA lost heavily last year. These 
supposed "losses," which are actually the 
social cost that government has to bear 
to ensure stable grains price and supply, 
pales in comparison to the P229.4 billion 
foregone revenues’ of the government 
last year (PDI, 8/27/04) due to the tax 
breaks and duty exemptions granted to 
big business. 

A closer look at the NFA losses would 
be very revealing. For three decades, the 
NPA enjoyed duty-free importations as 
provided for by its charter. In 2002, the 
government started charging a 50-per- 
cent tariff on NFA importations which 
were needed to maintain the country’s 
rice security stock, For that same year, the 
NFA paid the staggering amounts of 
‘around PS billion, and last year, P7 billion 
in import duties and taxes. Without the 
necessary funds, NFA had to resort to 
commercial bank borrowings with high 
interest rates to settle these tariff charges. 
A ridiculous situation where the govern- 
ment charged itself for an interest bearing 
Joan guaranteed by the same govem- 
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ment. Also, there was the binge of bor- 
rowings the NFA had to resort to because 
of the yearly “10-month’ delay in the re- 
mittance by the Department of Budget 
and Management of the government's 
subsidy to its rice price stabilization man- 
date. These borrowings explain the astro- 
nomic ise in NFAS trading losses. 

Lately, matters of national survival and 
development were conveniently sidelined 
because of the unusual preoccupation of 
the government; in the midst of this fiscal 
crisis, to ensure a substantia! allocation 
for debt servicing. One of these is NFAS 
present corporate setup. This structure 
has been proven effective in averting na- 
tional rice crises, in deterring the profi- 
teering tendencies of the private sector, 
and in maintaining an affordable price of 
rice in all comers of the archipelago. 

Yes, the NEA must stay, or there could 
be social unrest if our people, 70 percent 
cof whom are poor, are unduly deprived of 
access to affordable, good quality rice. 
Yes, there is a steep price to pay in ensur- 
ing food security for our people. And, yes, 
it entails a very high cost, but the altema- 
tive is a social volcano exploding and 
causing irreparable damage. 

—ROMAN SANCHEZ, 

national president, 

Natioial Food Authority Employees 
Association (NEA-EA) Courage, 

101 Matimyas Building, 

E. Rodriguez Sr: Ave., Quezon City. 


DepEd officials should revisit Asia’ 


WHEN Raul Roco tried to rid the De- 
partment of Education of dirt, it got rid 
of him—he was methodically ousted. 
‘True to its character, this same DepEd 
now readily dismisses (PDI, 9/24/04) 
as baseless and maliciously intended 
Antonio Calipjo Go's claim that a pre- 
scribed history textbook for both public 
and private high schools is “riddled with 
factual errors.” 

Before DepEd officials are allowed to 
come up with statements regarding a 
matter where they stand liable, an inde 
pendent review committee must first be 
formed to evaluate it and make proper 
recommendations. 

‘What prompts a man like Go, an edu- 
cator himself, to claim the book conta 
errors if it was indeed accurately wri 
ten? Tens of thousands of printed copies 
ofthis book are in our schools today. The 
committee needs only to secure a copy 
and it can either justify Go or throw him 
into prison. 

Dr, Teofista Vivar and her co-authors 
labeled Go's assertion as ill-motivated, 
dismissing the errors as “manufactured 
and fabricated,” How could that be? They 
were the ones who wrote the book. She 


also stated that she has never received a 
single complaint. Was she expecting one? 

“Asya: Noon, Ngayon at sa Hinaharap,” 
the point of controversy, literally trans- 
lates into “Asia: Yesterday, Today and To- 
morrow” Any aspiring writer would not 
approve ofthis for a title. 

In “Kasaysayan ng Daigdig” Vivar 
and her team stated that Armenian was 
the native language spoken by Jesus 
Christ. We know, of course, that it was 
Aramaic. Similarly, this same textbook, 
intended for classroom instruction, 
was so poorly written, littered with 
grammatical and syntax errors. Lack- 
ing cohesion in its presentation, read- 
ers can easily trace direct translation 
from English sources. 

Through our taxes, we are the ones 
paying for these textbooks. They should 
not be used to undermine the quality of 
training the state provides. We should not 
allow distorted knowledge to infuse the 
minds of our furure leaders. 

Done with escort girls, 
center stage at the Senate. 


should take 


—IKE P SARMIENTO, 
Batangas Street, Makati City 


ercom.ph 
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THE INQUIRER carried on the front 
page ofits Sept. 29 issue a picture show- 
ing six dead bodies lined along Sumu- 
long Highway in Antipolo City. If these 
victims are criminals, as the police 
claimed, well and good. If not, then the 
police responsible for their deaths must 
be made to answer. 

Are they really the wanted, notorious 
robbery and kidnap-for-ransom gang, 
Jaso-Jaso Group? Television accounts 
refer to them as the notorious Ilonggo 
Gang. They were killed on the night of 
Sept. 27 in what has been claimed as a 
shootout where the victims fired first, 
wounding a policeman. 

Ifa picture paints a thousand words, 
there must have been an overkill—what 
with a Ford Ranger pickup peppered 
with bullets, front, side and rear. 

Nothing indicates there was an ex- 
change of fire. What is quite strange is 


Bring all tax credit 
cheats to justice 


‘THE SPECIAL Presidential Task Force 156 
disbands on Oct. 7. But that should not 
exculpate the task force officials who col- 
Jaborated with the scam perpetrators. 
They should not be allowed to heave a 
sigh of relief. 

‘Many people continue ro hope for 
the recovery of the billions lost in the 
tax credit certificates scam, especially 
at this time when our nation is reeling 
ina fiscal crisis. The government age: 
cies which are tasked to run after the 
culprits, the Office of the Ombudsman, 
in particular, should exert every effort 
to make their hopes come true and 
send all the cheats and their coddlers to 
jail. 

GERRY S. MATEO, 
gmateD118@pacific-net ph 


T OPINION 


that the pursuing lawmen are said to 
have been on board an FX when they 
gave chase. Were they not riding in an 
official PNP mobile patrol car? There 
are no clear accounts or any TV footage 
showing what firearms or explosives the 
victims had with them. 

One of the victims is said to be a busi- 
nessman and is known in Marikina as 
someone unlikely to engage in any crim- 
inal activity. So was it really a shootout 
or a classic case of salvaging or summa- 
ry execution? 

By police accounts, these alleged 
criminals were supposed to rob a bank 
in Cubao but were preempted. The 
group called off its plan but apparently, 
the police tailed them up to Padi's Point 
where the said encounter or shootout 
took place. 

Who can tell with certainty on 
whether there had been indeed a 
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shootout? Dead men tell no tales and 
media reports are, as always, incom- 
plete. The firearins used by the alleged 
robbers, if any, were not shown nor re- 
ported nor accounted for. At the very 
Teast, were the victims in the actual act 
of committing a bank robbery when 
they were killed? 

Padi's Point, where they were shot 
and killed, is an eatery or within th 
vicinity ofa row of restaurants frequent 
ed by the moneyed class. Were all six 
victims fired upon in the blue Ford 
Ranger pickup? If there was an ex 
change of fire, were there no other per: 
sons hic in the crossfire considering that 
Sumulong Highway is a busy national 
road? 

What exactly happened on the night 
of Sept. 27? 

PRIMER C. PAGUNURAN, 
UP Diliman, Quezon City 


Napocor proves gov't, business don’t mix 


MOST of us know that the National Power 
Corp. is one of the major reasons why the 
government has incurred a huge budget 
deficit. We can only look at the figures 
and marvel .at Napocors awesome 
debts—accounting for a huge chunk of 
the deficit. 

Some parties have grabbed the oppor- 
tunity to use the Napocor mess as a 
springboard for their argument that the 
privatization of the energy industry is 
“doomed to fail." An Ibon report even 
went so far as to warn that turning the in- 
dustry over to private interests “would re- 
sult in onerous energy rates." 

Why place the blame for the finan- 
cial mess that is Napocor at the 
doorstep of the private sector? In the 
first place, Napocor is still a wholly 
government-owned and -controlled 


corporation. lt was government that re- 
duced the utility to a bargaining chip. 
its rates deliberately suppressed and 
kept low as a ploy to please the masses. 
When Napocor started hemorrhaging. 
it was government that kept it afloat 
through loans and more loans, which 
partly explains the huge deficit and the 
financial crisis the country is facing to- 
day. 

‘And they say privatization will kill our 
industries? Inthe case of Napocor privati 
zation would no doubt be the best thing 
thar could happen to it. The utility, in fact, 
remains the most convincing argument of 
government's inefficiency in running a 
Business. Government and business sim- 
ply don't mixt 

MICHELE SAWYE! 
1809 Leveriza St., Pasay 


Dear Readers, Text us your 
comments, suggestions and 
views on today’s news or how it 
was delivered, Tellus about the 
news you are interested in and 
the things you want improved 
in your favorite newspaper. 
Text INQUIRER <section key- 
word> name/city/message and 
send to 283 (Smart) or 2207 
(Globe). The section keywords 
are indicated in the logo of 
each section. 


Are you in favor of giv- 
ing amnesty to the 
Oakwood mutineers? 
Why or why not? 


‘there shud be no mercy to muti- 
neers. if gloria givs dem amnesty, 


—carmencita mindo, sibulan, 


Amnesty ? 


& Filipinos. 


btolerated 2 avoid d occurrence 
of d same event. 
—Liziel Ranalan, Davao City 


No, because they have donea lot 
of harm to the democracy 


—jun abraham, ontipolo 


no, that would be 2 light 4 dem. if 
some pipol get jailed 4 attempted 
murder, den dey should also b 
jailed 4 attempted coup. 

— Darlene Sumugat, Digos city 


no! Granting amnesty will bea 
bad precedent. 
— alfredo r torres, davao city 


— CATHY UY, 0.C. 


no, they must first answer d con- 
sequences of der crime. 
—joe baguidudol, san Femando 


Yes, but only ifall criminals in 
this country who just apologize 
will also b given amnesty. 


no amnesty! Politicians hav no 
‘say in diss matter. Let 003 do 
their work. Let mutineers suffer 
full consequences of their actions. 
—grace quia, san jose 


NO WAY TO AMNESTY! Have we not 
learned anything from d past er- 
rors? granting them amnesty 
would invite next coup. 


—IRENETING, OC 


Rizal 


Ok yun! Ke kung di pa nila 


nararamdaman pagkabutas ng 
kanilang baga, atleast ngayon 
ramdam nila pagkabutas ng kani- 


tang bulsa! 
—Ma. Katherine Napa, 
Parañaque 


kikita pa tayo 
—winifredo tiangco, Q.C. 


Hope dis wil minimize smokers. 
Less smokers, less lung diseases, 
less cost 4 gov't hospitals lyk Que- 
NO, dapat cla parusahan 2d full zo 

extent of d law, para wag pa- 
marisan. A traitor is always a 
traitor, wala ng ipagbabago yan. 
—Arvin Bernardino, 0.C 


‘oklang ang “sin taxes”; at least 
mababawasan ang nagbibisyo, 


taxes on cig & alcohol? Very wise 
decision. We even buy these prod- | 
ucts jus 2 burn & urinate later. it 

will not matter much 2 them. 
—dennis liang, oilo 


stitute, additional savings. { 
— Benito Sanvictores Jr., Cainta, 


dapat talaga taasan angtaxng | 
cigarlyo para mabawasan din ang 
smokers kaya lang baka mauwi 
lang sa wala dahil sa mga ganid sa 
govt sa pera. 

— Bernard favilinia, cavite 


it wud create a low output of sales 
& more tax evaders. we have had 
enuf taxes, wher did all d collect- 
ed revenues go? 

—paul ganaban, bacolod 


Raising taxes on sin products not 
only reduces d fiscal deficit but 
also discourages pipal from using 


— Bernie Tangunan, Cuboo 


negros orientat 


der wud be more coups! i-punish not rebellion is punishable accord- Long overdue, It also discour- cigarettes & alcohol which do not 


talaga sila. No, such acts traitorind country, ing to the bible ast rebellion hap- Whatis your reaction ages pipol from spendingder promote health j 
2 oliver ailen f. galupo, cagayan d mutineers should facetrials pened in heaven and luciferwas tO the plan of the gov- hard-earned money for health  —limuel abrogena, isabela t 
deoro ciy “Leon. Tabirara, Cabuyao, La- punished by God. No. eveyonecan @FAMeNt to raise taxes hazards such as these, I suggest 
on cigarettes and alco- Dapat lang dagdagan angtaxke ! 
guna doa rebellion act and expecting to ig doblehin na. 
NO. Oakwood mutineers deserve 2 E haen aars hol/beer (e.g. P1toP2 “Ruul Pamintuan, bacoor mgabisyounathindinaman BA- | 
be punished 4 theircrimeagainst No! leť'sputastop2alldis  "* efdhea tolosa, Bacoor cavite Pesos per cigarette g SIC NEEDS, Ibig sabihin may pera | 
thestate. charade. Let justice reign n pack), to help reduce Ok lang itaas ang taxes bec these 209 bumibili nun. | 
“Leon Asuncion, Son Juan spared country 4anothermis- No amnesty 4dCakwood muti- our fiscal deficit? are notessential commodities Bene Garcia, Munoz Science | 
adventurism neers coz dey shud b punished 4 ndiswithelplowerd casesof CY 
Punish them fist! teach thema “Danio A. Andrey, Quezon iy — their misdeeds. Kahittriplihinnyopa, oklang 1 dis wil help lower d cases of 


smoke n liquor-related diseases. 
Good 4 d air, too. 
—edward tim, manila 


lesson how 2 be good soldier! 

if found guilty, let them suffer. 
—Ronnie P. Beltran, Mandaluy- 
‘ong City 


para wala ng KRIMEN ng dahil sa 
‘mga LASINGGONG YAN! Occasional 
no, because d court has not de- drinking nalang tayo, SOSYAL pa. 
cided yet that they r guilty. —Chiva, Iloilo 

—rolando p, sinajon, digos city 


makakabuti ang planong ito ng 
gobyerno. Di lang ekonomiya ng 
bansa ang paunti-unting maisas- 
alba, kundi pati narin ang 
kalusugan ng mga mamamayan. 


“Susana Co, Quezon Ci 
message Yes, because d mutineers = wanay 


were only fighting for legitimate 
reforms which has fallen on deaf 
ears. 


lyk treating cancer wid alcohl. fis- 


No! dey r obviously only choosing “gerry singson, vigon cit The govtshudeventaxhigher  Calcrisisisresult of dëcAdEsof S pia oliveros, alabat, quezon 
deasy way out! Theyeithersay S09 Singson, vigon city iamaotinfavorofamnestyfor than 2 (atleast Ps) to helpgen- Prorimperialist, anti-people poli- ~P ario 
Sony orthey rotin jail. Theyknew Oakwood mutineersshudnotb the mutineers, for mercywillnot erate more revenue and be a Ges, wat we need isatOtaly new It is quite C0002 Be ABLe 4D Fil- 


what dey were doing then, let 
them suffer d consequence unless 
they reveal d real mastermind, 
RICHMOND UY, QUEZON CITY 


no, d justice system shud bal- 
owed 2 take its course. d muti- 
neess shud b trie. 


social system. 
eli Garcia, dagupan 


given amnesty. altho d mutiny 
was bloodless, deir grievances 
shud be addressd by d proper au- 
thorities, 

—pia oliveros, alabat, quezon 


satisfy the demands of justice. 
—Dr. Genesis Centeno, baguio city 


Nocozit will bea bad precedent 
to some people who would at- 
temptto overthrow d govt. Let 
them suffer the consequences. 
—JOFREY DE LA CRUZ, Manila 


stronger deterrent 4 smokers. 
—Edwin Nepunan, Mandaluyong 


ipinos 2 Lessen DER VICES& Be | 
MoRE HEALTHY, SaVE DeiR MONEY 

2 Buy onli Necessities. 

= ROSALINA DAVID, OC 


Good! Excellent! A round of ap- 
plause to the government. 
— oel Quintela, Tagum City 


Tama yan. Alma lagi pinoy sa new 
taxes pero pag pasarap sa buhay 
na alang kwenta, di sila hinayang. 
Pati motels n sauna na rin kaya? 
— Raul Pamintuan, bacoor 


Right move, Wrong reason. Raise 
taxes 2 Discourage VICES N AD- 
DICTION. Debt payment SHUD ON- 
LY B secondary. Promote health. 
Look @ Singapore. 


No, bcoz they triggered d peaceful 
state of metro manila & must not 
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Unsolved crimes lead 
to 17 cops’ sacking 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, Lagiina—After a spate of unsolved murders 
in Tanauan City in Batangas in recent months, the regional direc- 
tor ofthe Calabarzon police ordered the relief of at least 17 police 
officers of the city, the InquineR learned yesterday. 

zon police director for operations, said 
‘some of the officers were “adamant” in 
going after crime suspects because of 
their familiarity with the residents. 

But he said their decision was not a 
punishment but a way to make their 
focal police unit “more efficient." 

Palad said 20 members of the 
Batangas Police Provincial Mobile 
Group were assigned to Tanauan in 
place of the relieved policemen. 

Varilla likewise denied earlier re- 
ports which said that the relief of the 
officers had something to do with the 
‘group's alleged involvement in a local 
drug syndicate operating in the city. 

Varilla, however, admitted that the 
sudden rise in the frequency of crime 
incidents in Tanauan City was one of 
the bases of his recommendations. 


Chief Supt. Reynaldo Varilla said the 
officers, whose ranks range from PO1 to 
SPO3, were relieved from their posts ef- 
fective Sept. 18 and are now undergo- 
ing a retraining course at the Batangas 
police headquarters in Batangas City 
Otier police officers were assigned 
to become security personnel at the 
‘Malimpaya gas project, Varilla said. 
Bur'he clarified that the policemen 
were erring officers and belonged to 
the Taba (Tamad, Abusado, Bastos at 
Ayäw Padisiplina) kind of policemen. 
“Their removal from their assignments 
was ordinary. We usually do this to im- 
“prove our men's skills, We want to retool 
them and give them (a) new atmosphere 
and working condition,” Varila said in an 
interview in his ofice at this camp. 
Senior Supt. Perfecto Palad, Calabar- 


BANGUED, Abra—Gov Vicente 
Valera has asked Department of Jus- 
tice officials to assign a special pros 
utor to the police's Special Action 
Force tasked with restoring peace and 
order in Abra. 

Valera said he was meeting with 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzales 
and Interior Secretary Angelo 
Reyes on his request. He said the 
police have complained that their 
efforts in solving crimes in the 
province have become futile be- 
cause cases are immediately dis- 


Tribal folk vow 
to protect burial 
sites vs demolition 


BAMBANG, Nueva Vizcaya—Members of a 
tribal community, who are facing eviction 
from a disputed land here, vowed to stand 
firm against a demolition order issued by the 
Department of Agrarian Reform to protect the 
burial sites of their family members: 

‘The group of Kalanguya and Ibaloi settlers 
are facing eviction from a 50-hectare area in 
Sitio Upper Batu in Barangay Santo Domingo 
here, The disputed lands are part of the 133- 
hectare estare owned by Felix Abesamis Jr. 
and his 10 siblings. 

Gilbert Bucasan, 53, said his group has de- 
cided not to leave the area following 
Abesamis’ warning that he will push through 
with, the demolition and clear the area of 
structures put up by about 70 families. 

“We refuse to leave because he has vowed 
to demolish everything, including the tombs 
of our loved ones,” Bucasan said. 

He said the area where his group has set- 
tled since 1987 has become the site of more 
than 15 tombs. This is in keeping with the 
tribal custom of burying their dead within 
their own backyard, he said. 

fe are worried because if they would be 
able to force us out ofthe area, then they can 
destroy the tombs at will" Bucasan said. 


tice). 


Demolition threat 

Abesamis has vowed to continue with the 
aborted Sept. 9 demolition, citing an eviction 
and demolition order issued by the DAR Adju- 
dication Board (Darab) on May 6, 1998. 

‘The previous demolition was suspended af- 
ter a team, led by Darab officials and backed 
upby teams from the police and army, was met 
with strong resistance by residents. Six houses 
were torn down, while a woman and a police- 
man were wounded in an ensuing clash. 

In a dialogue on Thursday, the settlers 
again asked Abesamis and DAR officals that 
they be allowed to stay on the land. 

‘Bucasan said it was unfair that Abesamis has 
revived his claim over the property after the set- 
ters, for the past 17 years, have introduced de- 
‘velopment in what used to bea pastureland, 

ith our bare hands, we built the roads, 
brought in irrigation and turned this land into 
rice fields and vegetable farms. The other ar- 
eas have become forests and are now teeming 
with fruit trees. Now, he will come and get it 
„ back?" Bucasan said. 


Payment terms 

He said they were willing to pay for the ar- 
eas they have occupied, provided the rates 
Would not be exorbitant. 

Abesamis, however, said the occupied por- 
tion of their estate is not forsale. 

He said they need the land to award to their 
legitimate farm workers, and to form part of 
their "retention area” as landowners, which 
was granted to them by the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Law. Melvin Gascon, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


25 arora St, Dia Alay Det 


missed in the prosecutor's level. 
Provincial 
Gayao, however, belied the police's 
allegations, saying that they had filed 
285 out of 340 cases since January 
this year 
He said they forwarded other cases 
to the office of the Ombudsman for 
government employees or to the 
lupon tagapamayapa (barangay jus- 


Gayao said some cases had been 
dismissed because of the police's fail- 
ure to establish sufficient evidence. 


Across the N 


ATION 
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Scout Rangers, 


DAVAO CITY—Three communist rebels 
were killed while three others were 
wounded in an encounter in Mabini 
town in Compostela Valley on Sunday 
afternoon. 

Col. Ruperto Pabustan, deputy 
commander of the 404th’ Infantry 
Brigade, identified the slain rebels as 
a certain Ka Zandro, Alfonso and 
Milky, while the wounded as couple 
Eimer and Esperanza Bapilar and An- 
gelica Alaba. 

Pabustan said the rebels were mem- 
bers of the Front Guerrilla Unit 2 of the 
New People’s Army. 

He said government soldiers 
launched a combat operation after a 


Destruction of house 
with remains enrages 


He said some of the policemen had 
become lazy in attending to police 
workas they had grown tired running 
after suspects of petty crimes and oth- 
er common criminals, some of whom 
had befriended them. 

Police records showed that since 
May, there have been several shoot- 
ing incidents in Tanauan City, which 
have remained unsolved to date. 

‘These include the ambush-slaying 
of Tanauan City Regional Trial Court 
Judge Voltaire Rosales and business- 
man Armando Lucido. Both were 
gunned down a few blocks away from 
the police station. 

‘A few days after, at least three persons 
suspected of being involved in the ilegal 
drug trade were also shot to death by 
suspects on board a motorcycle. 

The identities of the relieved po- 
licemen were not made available im- 
mediately but their superiors said 
their relief was routine. 
Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


DOJ urged to tap special prosecutor in Abra 


Despite the executive branch's pes- 
simism about the police ability to re- 
store peace and order in the province, 
Supt. Rowland Albano, 
Cordillera police director, assured 
Abrenians that “everything would be 
inorder” 

“So far it (Task Force Abra) has 
brought some kind of order to the 
province particularly Bangued town, 
and it is high time for people to start 
cooperatir 
Paredes, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- 
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Valera said. Artha Kira 


UNLOADING AREA 
The Davao City Bankerohan Publi 


Market turns into an unloading area from fresh 
produce from Kapatagan, Davao del Sur at the start of a busy market day. 


NPAs clash in Compostela; 3 guerrillas slain 


civilian informant tipped his men on 
the presence of the rebels in Sitio Ban- 
lud, Barangay Libudon in Mabini at 
around 4:40 p.m. Sunday. 

Pabustan said the Scout Rangers; led 
by Lt. Domingo Saavedra, immediately 
proceeded to the area and encountered 
more than 10 rebels. 

He said the clash lasted for about 20 
minutes. 

The military official said that the 
wounded rebels were later captured. 

‘On Sept. 22, nine rebels, including 
an NPA leader, were also killed in a 
clash in Barangay Napnapan in Pan- 
tukan, also in Compostela Valley. 

The troops were on routine combat 


patrol when they were ambushed by 
the communist guerrillas near the val- 
leys Libudon Village, the military said 
inastatement. 

Several automatic rifles left behind 
by the gunmen as well as a claymore 
mine and ammunition were also recov- 
ered. 

‘Among those left behind by the 
rebels were a Browning Automatic Rifle 
(BAR), two M-16s, a Baby Armalite, an 
M203" grenade launcher, two M-79 
grenade launchers and a shotgun. 

The soldiers also seized six combat 
packs and four sacks of documents. 

Last week, four policemen, two sol- 
diers and a civilian were killed in NPA 


attacks across the country. 

‘The policemen were killed in an am- 
bush in Baganga town while the sol- 
diers were slain in an attack in the 
northern Philippines. 

“The 8,600-strong NPA and its politi- 
cal leadership, the Communist Party of 
the Philippines, has been waging a 35- 
year Maoist armed campaign. 

‘The party announced in August that 
it was suspending peace talks with the 
government because of Manila's al- 
Teged failure to persuade Western coun- 
tries to remove the rebels from their 
lists of international terrorists. Antho- 
nyAllada, PDI Mindanao Bureau with 
report from AFP 


Hundreds pay respects to Iloilo 
TV anchor in necrological rites 


Baguio’s Ibaloi folk 


BAGUIO CITY—The -citys 
Ibaloi community is enraged at 
the Philippine Economic Zone 
Authority for demolishing por- 
tions of an old house where the 
remains of an Ibaloi hero and 
his family are buried. 
Councilor Valentin Carantés 
of Tuba, Benguet, said Peza 
broke a promise it made last 
year to protect the grave site of 
Maximino "Kustacio” Carantes, 
the Ibaloi coordinator of Gen. 
Emilio Aguinaldo during the 
Philippine-American war. 
Kustacio, his wife, Ugasya, 
and several relatives are buried 
under a house that stands on an 
ancestral land claim inside the 
Baguio City Economic Zone 
(BCEZ). The land was reserved 
originally for a Japanese elec- 
tronic firm, although indigenous 
Filipino rights advocates have 
been urging Peza to declare the 
gravesite a “heritage park.” 
Tereso Panga, acting BCEZ 
administrator, is opening this 
section of the zone as an expan- 
sion area for Moog Controls 
Corp. one ofthe citys oldest 
port firms. At stake is a $40-mi 
lion investment and 400 more 
Jobs, he said in a statement. 
“Considering that the Phili 
pines is not geuing much new in- 
vestments, govemment should 
consider ecozone expansions as 
our saving grace .. lest we lose 
our gains (in incremental ex- 
pons, employment and rev- 


enues) to China and other com- 
petitors in Asia,” Panga said in a 
Sept. 27 lener to Baguio Coun- 
lor Jose Molintas, an Tbaloi. 

The city’s only ecozone re- 
mitted P78.8 million repre- 
senting Baguio's share from 
the zone revenues, Panga said. 

Hesaid Moog appealed to Peza 
to resolve the stalemate between 
the govemment and Kusacio's 
heirs over the 19,000-square me- 
ter lot that Moog is eyeing. 

“Knowing that there are 
some problems with the avail- 

iliy of lot, the (chief execu- 
tive officer) of Moog Group 
had to write (Trade Secretary) 
Cesar Purisima just to ensure 
Peza’s commitment in provi 
ing (them) the needed expan- 
sion site,” he said. 

Panga said Peza will abide by 
its expansion schedule, and will 
instead relocate Kustacio's bones 
to an unspecified site where Peza 
will build a memorial park. The 
graves transfer will be made 
“with the strict adherence to the 
Ibalois rituals and burial prac- 
tices,” he told Molimas. 

Jude Joseph Carantes, one 
of the heirs, said transferring 
their dead requires a series of 
rituals. 

“Sometimes, we will have to 
follow the conditions set by the 
dead, which are manifested in 
dreams,"hesaid. Vincent 
Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 


By Alex Pal 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


DUMAGUETE CITY—At 29, he was a big frog 
ina small pond. 

Christopher Misajon, known as “Mr. Ratsa- 
da” in lloilo City being the host of the city’s 
No.1 TV tabloid program, had bigger dreams. 
He wanted to make it to CNN. 

But four robbers cur short this dream. They 
shot Chris on Sept. 23 after divesting him and 
a companion of their cellular phones and 
P500 in cash in Barangay San Rafael in Man- 
durriao District. 

He died wo days later from a gunshot wound 
inthe somach that damaged his intemal organs. 

Dr. Mervyn Misajon, former president of the 
Siliman University remembered his son's passion 
for his craft and how the public regarded him. 

"Everywhere he went, even kids would call 
‘out to him, ‘Mr. Ratsada!” The masses loved 
him,"he said. 

‘Thinking of his son's passion for life and 
journalism brought a smile to his father’s face, 
even as he and his family continued to hurt 
deep inside over the oss of their first-born. 

“Chris was not difficult to get along with,” 
noted Francis Allan Angelo, senior reporter of 
‘The Guardian, a daily newspaper in lloilo, 
which Chris wrote for. 

“He could talk about a lot of things, especially 
our favorite topic—spiritualiry He was a very spir- 
itual guy He also talked a lot about funny things.” 

1k was this that endeared Chris to many 
people so much so that the people of Ioilo 
City trooped by the hundreds to pay their last 
respects when his closed casket was displayed 
at the Central Philippine University Church. 

“Sometime ago, Chris went to a wake and felt 
uncomfortable at the sight of people looking at 
the body from various angles." Dr: Misajon said. 

"At thar time, he told his wife, Jade, when i's my 
time, I dont want people looking down at me.” 


Happy faces 
Instead of viewing a body people who attended 


the wake found several happy photographs of 
Chris from the time he was a baby until he became 
a joumalist, arranged by his friends from Siliman. 

A Philippine flag also draped his casket 
since he was a reserve officer of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines. 

‘On Sept. 28, the Misajons flew Chris remains 
to Cebu where Jade and Chris lived for five yeas. 

His remains were brought to the Rolling 
Hills Cebu Memorial Chapel for a one-day 
wake before the cremation the next day. 

His students and faculty from University of 
the Philippines College Cebu (UPCC) as well 
as his teachers, classmates and top officials in 
Silliman University trooped to the funeral 
chapel to pay their last respects. 

‘Also at the wake were members of the Cebu 
media and the Greenhills Christian Fellow- 
ship-Cebu. 

“Chris and promised that we would be at each 
‘ther’ important event, so here 1 am,” said Greg 
Morales, Chris best friend at Siliman who now 
‘works as an advertising photographer in Manila. 

Morales’ reminiscences of the happy times he 
shared with Chris brought smiles not only to the 
Misajon family, but also to all the other people 
who attended the Tuesday night service. 

Chris is a product of Silliman University. He 
graduated in 1997 with a degree of Bachelor 
in Mass Communication. 

Mt was in Silliman where Chris met Jade, 
then a student at the SU College of Nursing 
“Chris taught me to love again and he also led 
meto the Lord,” Jade said. 


Married life 

‘After a few years of going steady, they got 
married after graduation. The couple then 
moved to Cebu City where Chris worked for 
ABS-CBN and taught at the UPCC. 

After five years, they relocated to Iloilo 
Ciy, where he worked with GMA as a news 
anchor and wrote for a daily newspaper. 

As a journalist, Chris showed unparalleled 
devotion to his craft. “That is one consistent 
thing I noticed in Chris,” Dr. Misajon said. 
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Samar villagers z 
elect barangay 

execs 2 yrs late 


By Joey A. Gabieta gional office received the order 
Pol gerbera Sse as a mete 
made preparations for the hold- 
TACLOBAN CITY—This was a ingof the special elections on Sat- 
classic case of better late than urday. 
oe THe rslutn followed the fi- 
“Two years after the barangay ing of a petition by Romeo 
eee ets ot aaa, Bigaan a caddero barar 
a hinterland village in Orastown, gay captain, asking the poll body | 
Eastern Samar trooped on Satur- to hold a special election in 
day to the polling precinct to cast Precinct 13-A2. 
their votes for their preferred 3 
candidates for barangay captain Quick results 
and councilors. Mendros said the conduct of 
Lawyer Jose Nick Mendros, the special elections in Cadi-an 
ene aa Cmno was pee” ant tat the Te 
a Oma in Tanam, suse led or huts ab 
‘Visayas, said the special elections ter the precinct was closed. 
Me tee Berni aba ae potcenen 
192 registered voters under. = 20 pora from the 14th In- 
pak ere a el A| EATERS 
‘The entire barangay has four neighboring town of Dolores b . = 
precincts with 636 registered vot- were deployed inside the Cadi-an A family of Badjaos sells thelr woodcarvings and seashells even late at night in Zamboanga Ci 
ers. Elementary School. 
During the July 15, 2002 Patiguan was emp be n É < 
barangay elections, Mendros said new barangay captain. The newly G ffi f b 
barangay coetions Medios newba aoin Tery GOV Offers tO give Up post if abuse raps proven. 
were snatched by armed men be- council were Evelyn Madeja, Ni- 
ieved to be members of the New da Cebaga, Mario Madeja, Ana- COTABATO CITY—First, a thief Alvin Valdezisalsobeingin- in the Kidapawan mayoral elec- Collado, according to- the 
do, Cesar Amaira and Jose Nugas he is willing to give up his postif Church-backed cause-oriented “Why accuse us of dynasty dent while riding a motorcyclé 
Remote J charges against the family were group Kalampag said-the gover- when the people are the ones in Kidapawan on May 6. and. 
He said the proclamation of Mendros said the new set of true. nor’sand his siblings involvement choosing their candidates? Ifthey was hospitalized for injuries. 
the winners was stalled because barangay officials will serve their North Cotabato Gov. Em-  inthese controversies was“abuse want the Pifiols can you stop The Piñol siblings spent about 
results in Precinct 13-A2 could af- terms until a new barangay elec- manuel Piñol yesterday dared put of power.” them? Besides, there is no law P300,000 for Collado’s recov- 
r nre gic ei: GAT anie aie it ERE Ea m EY 
in Cadi-an, whichismorethanan "The barangay elections might mulo Valles issued a pastoral let- eror for allegedly building a po- from seeking elective positions,” “How can the claim that we 
hour away by pump boat fromthe beheld on 2007 yet,"headded. ter, which was read in various litical dynasty of abusive officials the governor said. ‘want to kill him hold water when 
Oras town proper. Comelec results showed that churches, castigating the gover- in North Cotabato, referring to “There areseveral issuesraised we were the ones who helped 
‘Then outgoing barangay cap- Paligutan got 78 votes in Pre- nor's family as abusive. ‘Magpet Mayor Efren Piñol, to discredit not only my leader- save his life?” the governor 
tain Nieto Medija was told by De- cinct 13-A2, while rival Pedro Last month, Piñol filed a 30- Mlang Vice Mayor Joselito Piñol, ship but the family as well in the asked. 
Government in Oras to continue candidate, Gil Montibon, did not to influence an ongoing inves- now provincial administrator Piñol, who considered these alle- dxCA, a Kidapawan-based sta- 
serving as village chief in a receive any vote in Precinct 13- tigation of a beating incident Bernardo Piñol Jr. and confiden- gations as a ploy to deceive the tion purportedly owned by for- 
Last Sept. 8, the Comelec en Prior to the special elections, nand. nand Piñol. The latest issue against the rio Andolana, Collado insisted 
bane issued a resolution for the Paligutan garnered 278 votes in Piñol's recommendation to re- Pat Piñol, a retired police family wasthe statement ofacer- that he was beaten up by the 
holding of special elections in Ca- the village’s three other precincts lieve Chief Insp. Alexander colonel, could have been added tain Boyet Collado who claimed group of Bernardo Piñol Jr. 
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Dismisse janitor ‘holds 7 pupils hostage 


By Leila B. Salaverria ‘ 


FOR AN hour, terror gripped the 
St. Stephen's High School in Ton- 
do, Manila, yesterday after a dis- 
missed janitor held seven young 
students hostage inside a bath- 
room, claiming his supervisor 
had refused to talk to him about 
his case. 
Fortunately, Moises Radan, 
33, did not find the need to use 
two guns that he had grabbed 
from school watchmen to harm 
pupils of the institution with a 
predominantly Chinese-Fil 
ino student population. 
Radan surrendered after ex- 
tracting a promise from school 
chaplain Paul Tanjuatco and 
Western Police District direc- 
tor Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong 
that he would be able to get his 
job back and that he would not 
be charged for his act. 
A father of three, Radan told 
reporters that he took the stu- A TEACHER escorts students from their classrooms at St. Stephen's High School in Tondo, Manila, to a 
dents—four boys and three safeplaceafter janitor Moises Radan took seven pupils hostage earlier, PHOTOS RK ARAAS 
girls—because he wanted to 
Gettheattentionofhissupervi- mabuti ayaw ako kausapin Radan, but the latter was also None ofthe shots hit the sev- 
Sor and school officials so he (Now that I've done a bad able to grab Bustamante's .38 en hostages. Radan said later 
could know the reason for his thing, they are talking to me firearm. that it was not his intention to 
dismissal. Radan had been but when I was doing good Radan then ran toward a harm the students 
working for St. Stephen's for things, they did not want to classroom and herded sixnurs- “Kinakausap ko sila, sinasabi 
nine months before he was dis- speak to me),” Radan said. ery students, and the Grade 1 ko sa kanila na hindi ko sila 
ed. The janitor had returned to studenthehad grabbedearlier, sasaktan (I talked to the stu- 
Joy Dy, St. Stephen's High the school on Masangkay toa bathroom. dents and I assured them that 1 
School principal, said the sus- Street yesterday morning to School officials then called would not hurt them),” he 
pect was dismissed after he seek his reinstatement, said up the authorities for help. said. 
had been accused of stealing, Supt. George Gaddi, comman- Worried parents began arriv Later, the school chaplain 
butadded that his employment- der of Station 2 in Tondo. ing soon after. and police officials managed to 
agency would be the one toin- The security men then told While Radanwasholedupin negotiate for Radan's surren- 
vestigate him on the matter. Radan to wait. When watch- the bathroom with the stu- der 
Radan said he had been try- man Joey Jamilia putdown his dents, he began to open fire Police said Radan could face 
ing to get an explanation for shotgun to eat, Radan grabbed wher he saw policemen and charges, especially since the 
his dismissal, but was alleged- the firearm and a Grade 1 stu- the Special Weapons and Tac- students’ parents wanted him 
ly ignored dent who had entered the tics team. The suspect firedthe held responsible. Radan was 
“Ngayong gumawa ako ng school. shotgun once, hitting the ceil- brought to the General Assign- 
masama saka ako kinakausap Another guard, Henry Busta- ing, and the .38 gun thrice, hit- ment Section of the WPD yes- 
RADAN after surrender: "Alli wanted was totalk about my case.” pero noong gumagawa ako ng mante then tried to fight off tingthewallsand windows. _terday, where he is detained. 


Stalls turn down used cell phones Bribe try Human rights education cited 


di PUBLIC school educators and ly enough, along with teaching 
By Luige A. del Puerto fae sel op wy eee ae a a TO rop teachers cited the importance the basics of ABCs and intrica 
and stall owners from Greenhills, Each stall must also get a certifi- Of human rights education cies of 1,2.3s, samong the ulti 
‘THE POLICES antifencing efforts one of the biggest cell phone sales cate from the police chief's office b d (HRE) at astraining program mate investments,” said CHR 
in gastern Metro Manila commer.. .centers in Metro Manila. Sating thatts phones havebeen CASE DALe held in Tagaytay City recently, chair Purification C. Valera- 
fal;centers have begun to yield As agreed upon, bach ali acquired legally. panier Lge ae aes ee gaes a E 
sive resuhs, have starred providing the police “They have been very coopera- á “inherent dignity and of the -Among the provisions in the 
ETE San Juan, some sal owners wih an invertory ofsecond hand ve" Jocson said. n fac, a few BY Nancy C. Carvajal equal and inalienable righs ofe HRE tar must be taught 
Avg opted not to sell second-hand mobile phones on display. They stalls have decided totirop altogeth- i all members ofthe human fami- at all levels of the educational 
cell phones from their stores—a have also started asking those er the sale of second-hand phones.” THE PRINCIPAL suspect in the synem, ar well as in out-of 
sien- that the message is getting who sell or rade in second-hand Although the statistics are vague, it 4 a school settings, including the 
Hough aceording 10 Supt Rodel phones for ID cards: Se anei inonde Vaor bis fiends-apparemiy py the Department of Educa- family, and in continuing edu- 
‘Back owa polls chiet ohe inventon eee brand plone soll i sep comes, Ae Pleny of money to buy Nis yon and the Commission of Hu cation programa, including E 
SEa aa ven mai” Jocson mame and sendi minber ofe Sna Gene a Sen anor "UGE e Joey Go, man Rights (CHR) conducted eracy, and postiteracy pro 
said; referring to several mea- displayed phones, including B ac ad ee handling recently was attended by su- grams.” 
forty the investigator handling pervisors, principals and mas It was also noted that HRE 
thecise told thelNoUNERYeser Fer 'reachers. The CHR com- should be taught to both youth 
day that an unidentified woman ended the teachers in their and adults who cannot avail of 
re = a roles as human rights advo- such opportunities in the for- 
cates in their schools and com- mal school system, but can at- 
munities. tend nonformal education ses- 
“Teaching human rights ear- sions, 


killing of journalist Jose Villanue- 


a.m. last Sunday to drop the case 
against Rommel Capones. Go- 
forth claimed he did not know 
the woman's name, but City Hall 
goueas said that she isa high of Vict 
eee d hel 
ma gaea gewe Victor needs your he 
sponsible for the dropping of 
charges of the other cases VICTOR Cajala has been suffer- that he could have his left hip 
against Capones, the sources ing from avascular necrosis, a joint replaced with an artificial 
added. degenerative disease that hit one. 

Goforth said the offer was both his hip joints, affecting his "My left hip joint is severely 
made after they arrested the mobility for the past seven collapsing and I need to raise 
mothers of Capones and Gerry years. again at least P100,000 for this 
Cecilio, another suspect in the Because of the pain, he had operation," he said. 

Killing, for forcing a minor to to stop from his work and stud- His parents and siblings, who 
give a false statement to the. jes, reside in La Union, also have no 
police in their sons’ favor. He “I hardly can walk due to the means to provide for his opera- 
-a Visas police officer, pain and I am now advised to tion. es 
PO2 Mike Manarang, was in- , walk with a cane to avoid a sud- _Cajala said he would like to 
RP MATH WIZARDS WIN INT'L AWARDS Side che intelligence unt office "den joint collapse” he said in a continue his srudies in De La Salle 
Seventeen students from the Philippines won the major awardsin the recent Sth Intemational Werld Youth | at the Pasay City police station lerter to rhe Ingumia, University-College of St. Benilde, 
Mathematics International Contest held recent in Macau. The awardees were Jan Henri Ma of Trinity when the woman approached Doctors said he has toundergo where he is a college scholar, 
Christian School, gold medal siver medalists: Jimmy Ong Jr. of Bacolod Tay Tung High School Charles Wiliam | him. a surgical procedure called Total when he is well. 
‘Angand Sam Christian Lee af Chiang Kai Shek College, John Garret Go of St. Stephen's High School and Evis Goforth said he told the wom- Hip Replacement where an artifi- Interested donors may con- 
«Chua of Zamboanga Chong Hua High School. Bronze medalists: Migue! sidro Cariño of Ateneo de Manila an: "Tingnan natin(Let’s see).” cial joint would be implanted in tact the patient at 458-0647 or 
“High Schoci, Jason Sim of Chiang Kai Shek College, Daryi Jonathan Lee of Grace Chistian High School erwin | He said he immediately in- both hips. 0927-6500164 and 0918- 
“Aligu of Philippine Cultural High School, Chiara Lanuza and Jan David Monzon of Philippine Science High formed his superior officers Early this year, he was able to 2945593. 
Schoo! Main, Kya Elyse Cheu of Sacred Heart School Jes, lohn Carlo erigo of St. Benedict College, about the bribe. Capones is now undergo his Arst surgery, replace. He can also be reached at 
Johann Dy of St. Stephen's High School, Abigail Ceralde and Richmond Saavedra of Zamboanga Chong Hua detained at the city jail with Ce- ing his right hip joint through the 2068-H Mangubat Ext., Aurora 
High School. The local participation was facilitated by Mathematics Trainers’ Guild Philippines. cilio and Henry Lizardo, another help of donors. St., Pasay City. 

suspect. He needs another operation so Jocelyn Uy 


NTC policy for news, talk shows out 


By Clarissa S. Batino April by television giant ABS-CBN “Itonlycoverstalkshowsandnews BEnRIENIPN 
Broadcasting Corp. against fierce ri- programs where libelous remarks 

THE NATIONAL Telecommunications val GMA Network inc. on the latter's could be made,” said Solis. Save up to 

Commission has ordered television coverage of the reported ouster of KBP is short for Kapisanan ng mga 0, 

carr eecreictotape news lk comedian Dolphy afer he, cam- Brodkastersng Pilipinas, an associa. ES Fuel, hy 

shows and even magizine-ype pro- paigned actively for Fernando Poe tion of almost all broadcast net- 

‘grams, and preserve the record for 10. Jr works, except for GMA Network Inc. 

ays to give the Commission basis for Solis said the complaint had not that resigned from the group last 

evaluating complaints been acted upon, and so he could nat year: 

‘The Commission, ina circular is- comment on the issue. ‘The NTC circular provided a fine of 
sued Jast week, effectively used its Buthe insisted the incident wasnot P5,000 for the first offense. TOrorA DEALERS ns 
arino owes over media con. related to the NTC moveasthecireus Subsequent violations would be [euntreimeet eran 
Tent something it was previously re. lar had been in the works for quite a meted with a fine, plusa suspension | Reeripeatniaag 
Tuctant todo. while, but was just recently ap- or revocation of licenses and perm 

NTC Chair Ronald Solis stressed proved. according to the circular. Meer grape DEALERS 
that the new policy to take effect in "The rationale is for usto evaluate ABS-CBNandGMAbath efusedto eaog ana 
the middle ofthe month would not be whether TV and radio stations com- comment on the circular, with net- 

2 form of censorship. ply wih KBP program standards, work executives only saying they 

Te also denied that the cireular which KBP members themselves would study the circular first before : 
was related to a complaint made in agreed to follow. issuing any statement. So 
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Teen witness tells all No gold, only infection 


By Leila B. Salaverria turned himself in to the bureau to 
w share information on the group 
ATEENAGER claimingtobeaco- with the agency. 
hort of the seven pe rob- The io yeaiold witness came By Edson C. Tandoc jr. 
bers killed in a shootout with Na- to the NBI on Sunday and told in- P 
tional Bureau of Investigation vestigators that he had been with PACK up, there's nothing there. 
agents in Laguna last week has the seven men during the plan- This was the advice of a gov- 
ning of the RGL rob- ernment geologist to hundreds of 
= beryafewweeksear- people who have flocked to a pol- 
k luted stream in Quezon City look- 
The witness will ing for gold nuggets in the last 
disprove claims that few days. 
the seven men, sus- "We are discouraging them 
am pectedofbeingmem- from searching for gold simply 
DEn |E ers ofthe Digoy rob- because there are no such de- 
Biss zoecore! JU bery group, had been posits there, Mines and Geo-Sci- 
killed in a rubout, an ences Bureau geologist Edwin 
NBlsourcesaid. Rillon told the Ingumex yesterday. 
‘The seven were "They are just exposing them- 
killed at the Ecocen- selves to infections because the 
trum Business Park in stream is very dirty” f 
Binan, Laguna, on _ A few days ago, residents 
Friday, affer they al- found what they said were gold 
legedly robbed the nuggets under rhe Felix Bridge in 
enw uoo RGLfactoryownedby Barangay del Monte. The news 2 2 
Eddie Lee in Baran. led hundreds of residents nearby oe es 
gay Looc, Calamba, rushing to the trash-filled FLASHinthe pan, but not the real thing, a geologist said about the gold reportedly found in Barangay Del Monte 
Laguna. stream. 4 in Quezon City. Huge crowds have flocked to the site with the hope of finding the precious nuggets. jaws0\00c 


44 


Yesterday afternoon, based on One theory they are looking in- 
police estimates, almost 200 per- co is a claim that a resident, who 
sons were seen panning for gets junk from the Bangko Sen- 
nuggetsinthe murky waters, tral ng Pilipinas, had dumped two 
Three policemen of the Baler drums of scrap metals near the 
Police Station have already been river on one occasion. 
deployed in the area to maintain The debris could have drifted 
order. to the stream when water over- 


= Rillon said the rocks found in flowed during heavy rains. 
the stream were mostly adobe, Said village watchman Arran 
which does not host the natural do Vicente: “Kung talagang may 


mineralization of gold. ginto diyan, matagal na kaming- 
k is likely that the “gold naging pinakamayamang baran: 
nuggets” found earlier had been gay dito(lf there indeed was gold, 


with the maaan 
New bus route Pasig 
rest of before holidays bags 8 
the world | 


ByMargaux C. Ortiz health 
IO ROOM for complaints from bus operators 
NO ROOM for complaints from bus opera awards 


Metropolitan Manila Development Au 
thority Chair Bayani Fernando said that 
wrth the agency effors to improve the Or 
ganized Bus Route (OBR) project on Edsa, 
sure the schemes success on ts Fedmple 
“he listened to their complaints and gave 
int thei suggestions" he said. sits about he Most Outstande 
tie they flow us to make eh sem OF ANS Mes 
Fernando said the OBR scheme would be y” a 
suicy implemented on Eda before Decem. pT, ‘ec0nd 
ber in anticipation of the heavy traffic pron otion Pesad 
brought about by the holidays. (PHPP) awarded 
Endpoint terminals seven other estab 
The MMDA had introduced the oBR lishment in Pasig as 
scheme late last year to prevent passenger Sheajthy $ places”: 
buses from plying Edsa atthe same time. „healthy places 
Under the scheme, the buses would be kept Menithy. Schools 
in endpoint terminals and then sent out de- Hui, 1% hool— 
pending on the number of passengers along Biting Elementary 
Edsa at a given time. ‘School; second run- 
The MMDA chair said the scheme did not TeT-UPs Most 
succeed at first because of lapses like failing Heatly. jor 
to identify endpoint terminals and special ene Mee BEA 
loading and unloading stations for the buses. "© Marker; first run 
‘There were only two existing endpoint termi- ner-up. Most 
nals in Navoras and Baclaran when the pro- Healthy Motel/ Ho 
ject was first launched last year. oe arist 
MMDA Traffic Operations Center Executive Pey r eri e 
Director Angelito Vergel de Dios said the end- fOr Healthy mali. 
point terminals are at the Food Terminal Inc, Place on a small 
Taguig; Alabang, Muntinlupa City; domestic S¢@e basis; Most 
airport, Pasay City; Fairview, Quezon City; Paadi atd 


and Malanday, in Valenzuela City. Heats enon 


Healthy Work Place 


By Ruth L. Navarra 


THE PASIG City 
General Hospital 
(PCGH) received 
the distinction of 
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hospital services at 
<cyssodopreinsy>.taposipscnla sn 2910.Carctine: ` ths PCGH 
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May silbi ba? of Pasig City Mayor 


Vicente Eusebio's 
health welfare pro- 


FAIS nario ang tan samga sagotninyo. Tarinat 

“oo, prowgingsnangih popaian.dptcecveatmy gram for the rest 
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medical equipment. 
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ew Bondad apologizes, 
wants to play for RP 


By Musong R. Castillo 


AFTER blasting the National Golf Association of the Philip- 
pines for her aborted trip to the World Amateur golf champi- 
onship, the reigning national ladies champion has declared 
she would love to represent the Philippines in the Southeast 
‘Asian Games which the country is hosting next year. 

Frances Bondad, the 16-year-old _“Tapologize to Filipinos in gener- 
‘Australian based ace golfer, issued al, (because) what I said about rep- 
a public apology through an e-mail resenting Australia would be the 
rothelnqunen, saying sheregretted last thing they want to hear from 
all the harsh words she said in the me” j tums pro, she would be playing for 
‘wake ofher failure to make ttothe When Bondad gave up her slotto a the Philippines, just like Jenny Ro- 
World Amateur set this month in the RP team because of several i sales 
Puerto Rico. kinks in her application for an RP alas Bondad, who has both US and 

jetsi what! fel which was passport, she announced she would PONDAD:What ssidwaswrons ucraian’  passpons, made 
cout of emotion and anger and Ido be defending her national title next Philippines in the World Amateur in seething statements last weekat the 
regret the comments | stated, yearasan Australian Puerto Rico later this month would height ofthe NGAP’ effors to bring 
Bondad, who was bom in the Ur Bondad is scheduled to rerum to not have been possible even if she her over and play in the World Am. 
ced States and now lives with her Fi- the Philippines on Dec.29, together had been ableto obtain Philippine Her place in the RP team was lat- 
ipino parents in Sydney. “I know with her mothes to take her oath as passport on time. er filled up by Lora Roberto, who 
what I said was wrong, and Idofeel a Filipino. “Tve realized that now is not the joined early qualiñers Anya Tanpin- 
Tke Iveshamed myowncounuy" She also said that playing forthe righttimefor meto change my Aus- coand Jayvee Ago. 


j j j 3 Filipi h 2nd 
NCAA king Esp A likely four. oF TTF Juniors 
top PBL rookie selection 


‘THREE locals led by first leg run- the highest ranked Filipino in the 

nerup Nico Riego De Dios, hurdled TF Juniors at No, 506, breezed past 

„their first-round matches yesterday Italian Bamabas Carrega, 6-2, 6:2, 
in the Phinma Group Futures Foun- to advance against Korean qualifier 

BADLY in need ofa playerasdeadly and isa ferocious rebounder. other big name players in the regu- dation FIF Juniors Gireuit at the Cho Soong Jae, a 7-5, 63 winner 

and efficient as Larry Fonacier, Lee Fonacies, Ateneo's top gunner, lar draft are Adamson behemoth 

Pipes-Ateneo. is likely to make’ suffered a serious foot ligament in- Karl Kenneth Bono, PCUS Jason 

NCAA Most Valuable Player Gabby jury in the early part of the UAAP Castro and Tan Vincent Garrido, 

Espinas the No. 1 pick when the toumament, and Espinas should be Noy Javier, Fritz Bauzon and Via- 


tralian identity: My Australian ama- 
teur starus would have been done 
for Living in Australia, 1 would not 
have been eligible for selection to 
any teams over here.” 

“However, 1 will represent the 
Philippines in the SEA Games be- 
cause it only involves the South 
East Asian region, I am happy to 
wear the Philippine colors, repre- 
sent our country and win gold.” 

She also promised that when she 


Yñares Socio-Cultural Sports Cen- over Taiwan's Peng Hsieh-yin. 
terin Pasig City Fourth seed Miguel Narvaez de- 

‘The unranked Riego De Dios feated Japanese Toshiya Suzuki, 6- 
downed Taiwan's Tseng Te-keng, 6- 3, 6:2, to advance against Korean 


Philippine Basketball League (PBL) a worthy replacement. ddymir Joe of Perpetual Help. ESPINAS:No. | pick? yssuson 0, 62, to advance against Korean qualifier Mun Ju Hae, a 6-1, 63 vic- 
holds its Rookie Draft today at the Ninety-five players have signified After Lee Pipes-Ateneo, Montaña qualifier Kim Sung Ho, who ousted tor over Indon Suwandi Seno Harto. 
‘Makati Coliseum. their interest to join the draf, not Pawnshop will pick second, fol- ing Joseph Ronald Quinahan of Ce- sich seed Filipino Ralph Kevin Topseed and ITF Juniors No, 192 

The 6footS Espinas, who incuding those in the dispersal lowed by Toyota OtisLetran, Wel- buisexpeced tobethecomersione Bare, 0-6, 6-4, 6-4. Chang HuaiEn and second seed 
helped Philippine Christian Univer- pool following the leave of absence coat Paints, Viva Mineral Water- of GMC's maiden campaign. Third seed Kyle Joshua Dandan, IFUPINOS/A2I 


sity win is fistever NCAA crown, filed by Blu Star Detergent, Hapee FEU, ICTSI-La Salle, General Jerwin Caso, Jayvee Casio, 
is among the blue chip players who * Toothpaste and Sunkist-UST. Milling Corp. (GMC) and neweom- Ryan Arana, Tim Gatchalian, Oliver 
made themselves available for the Aside from Espinas, who made er Air Philippines. (Cua and Mark Benitez are expected 
regular draft. Thecat-quick forward history in the NCAA by winning The Jewels are reportedly eyeing to be elevated by ICTS#La Salle to 
hhas asoferouch from the perimeter both the Rookie and MVP honors, the 6-foot-5 Bono, while the hulk- its PBL roster 


‘North raps South | 
‘in NBC All-Stars | 


BAGUIO CITY—The South Al- mund Lingal, while Chico Lan- 
Stars swept the skills events but ete, also of Cebu, ruled the shoot- 
the North cagers upstaged them, out and the speed challenge in 
93-87, inthe first National Basket- the show sponsored by Concorde 
ball Conference All-StargameSat- Hotel, Baguio County Club, 
turday nightatthe UB gymheie. Molten, Tokyo Tokyo, Gatorade, 

Batangas 29ers’ Sonny Manu- Chi's Fastfood, Angle's Bar, Fillers 
cat poured in nine of his 20 Bas, Greenwich, Gerry's Grill and 


JUN SANTIAGO 


points from the3-point are inthe Beehive Bar. ITO YNARES n, 
pivotal third quarter to power De la Rosa converted a diff- BON IIAG ee 


the North Selection to victory cult reverse dunk and capped his | 
and bag the Gatorade Most Valu- performance with a left-handed + 
able Player award. tomahawk dunk to win, 85-72. 
The Gfot2 forward also Ozamiz Egay Echavez, who 
grabbed rwo rebounds and had lost in the shoot-out, paired with 
two assists and three steals to ex-Ginebra player Marlon Piodo 
avenge the North All-Stars'disas- to take the Zball tle with 57 
ter in the skills evens. poins. 
“We needed to playasa team = The seors: 
to offset their (South Stars) ndi- NORTH Mac 20, Curata 20. 
vidual talents,” said North coach sues 17, Vaites 10, Gron B, Fontana 7, © 
Nap Garcia. Rabies 7, Sa G4 Ton2 Gears? 
j, _ Eadien Tribu Sugbu skipper SOUTME?—Dels Rosa 18, 16, 
Ruen de la Rosa emerged as Szo. Navies Edar? Larong7,Lan- | 
|- NBC's first slam dunk king by «6. Podo2, Alecha. 
beating Laguna Spring's Rey- Guar 21-19,44-41, 862,87 
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r of triple 
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By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THERE will be 38 and not 36 votes to be 
‘ast to determine the next Philippine 
‘Olympic Committee president on Nov. 25. 

‘The updated list of voters for the com- 
ing POC polls is made up of37 regular na- 
tional sports associations plus the vote of 
the Intemational Olympic Committee 
representative Frank Elizalde. 

"This means incumbent POC president 
Celso Dayrit and his chief rival, equestri- 
an president Jose ``Peping' Cojuangco, 
would need at least 20 votes to assure a 
victory 


‘THE VETERANS grabbed the 
limelight as expected in yes- 

. terday’s National Open track 

: racing at the Amoranto Velo- 
drome in Quezon City and 
road's massed start in Tagay- 
tay City and Batangas. 

‘Amel Quirimit, the 2003 Tour 
$ Pilipinas champion, led a 1-2-3 fin- 
1 ish by the national team veterans in 
{the 168.7-kilometer massed start 

Eite event that was raced on an out- 
and-back course in Tagaytay Cig 

(Quirimit clocked four hours, 46 
minutes and 1291 seconds in bag- 
ging the gold medal over sprint king 
Enrique Domingo. Warren Davadil- 
Ja checked in third in the 130-man 
field in 4:47:33.72. 

Trish Valenzuela, an 18-year-old 
member of the national develop- 
mental pool under former Tour 
champion Renato Dolosa, won the 
81.2-km race that ured 40 aspiring 
youngsters He docked 2:28:34,88. 

Rounding out the top three in the 
Juniors event were Jaybop Pagnana- 
‘won, son of former Tour champion 
Rolando Pagnanawon, who placed 
second and March Aleonar, third. 

‘The nationals also showed the 
way in cyding's track events at the 
Amoranto velodrome with Paterno 
Cunan, many-time SEA Games 
‘medalist, winning two gold medals 
—in the men’s 1,600-meter massed 
start and the 20-km points race. 

Other gold medal winners in 
men's action were Paolo Manapul in 
the elimination race, Bryan Di- 
macali inthe keirin, Jeffrey Talaver 
inthe I-km individual time wil, Ni- 


merer massed start. 


and 1,600-meter massed start. 


THE RPPageor Casino Filipino Trade 
team grimly struggled to remain fourth 
overall in the team standings after Stage 
6 of the Dji Sam Soe Tour of Indonesia 
cycling classic which ended in Surabaya 
Sunday. 

Ryan Arichan spearheaded a 1-23 
finish by the Indonesian riders in the 
longest lap of the 1,052-kilometer com- 
petition—a flat 234-km run from Madi- 
‘unto this coastal cie 

Ariehan clocked five hours, seven 
minutes and .01 seconds, a minute and 


TANGUILIG: I Ith 


lo Estayo in the 800-meter massed 
start and Alvin Benosa in the 4,800- 


‘The women also rose to the occa- 
sion with Marita del Rosario dinch- 
ing two golds in the 600-meter ITT 


Mark Bonzo, son of another for- 
mer Tour champ Romeo Bonzo, 
grabbed the juniors’ 10-km points 
race in the Air21-backed event that 
signals the rerum of velodrome rac- 
ing in preparation for the counzys 
hosting ofthe 23rd SEA Games. 
Rolando Pagnanawon, another 


a PHILIPPINE DALY INQUIRER 


SPORTS 


Under POC rules, a candidate must get 
50 percent of the total votes cast plus 
one. 


Dayrit is seeking a third term against 
Cojuangco, a veteran politician who had 
already served as bowling and golf presi- 
denis. 


‘Chess, which was endorsed for regular 
membership by the POC general assem- 
bly last week, is hoping to get a last- 
‘minute permit to vote but its fate depends 
on the POC executive council which wall 
convene after the Southeast Asian Games 
Federation meeting on Oct. 11-12. 

Lawn bowls, already a regular mem- 


Primero and Reynaldo Navarro. 


27 seconds ahead of Nunung 
Burhanudin of the BTM cycling team 
and Abdul Rachman of the Polygon 
‘Sweet Nice squad, who placed second 
and third, respectively after checking in 
‘with the nineman second pack with 
identical times of 5:08.28. 

The Filipino cyclists, feeling the ef- 
fects of the sidelining of injured Albert 
Primero, lost 30 seconds to the Hong 
Kong team and now tral the third plac- 
erby 1:30 minutes overall. 

“We really felt the loss of Primero. 


former Tour champion, ruled the 
Masters’ 40-45 age bracket 1,600 
massed start, Alex Bilan topped the 
Executives’ 1,600 massed start, Al- 
bert Sison dominated the Masters 
SL-up 1,600 massed start and Vir- 
gilio Valenzuela was fastest in the 
‘Masters 46-50 1,600 massed stan. 

Rounding out the Elite top 10 in 
the road event flagged off by Tagay- 
tay Vice Mayor Virgilio Ambion were 
Ericson Obosa, Liro Atilano, Santy 
Bamaches, Joel Guilen, Michael 


The races also drew trade team 


38 votes to decide who'll be next POC chief AAN 


ber, may yet get stripped ofits voting right 
after its president, Ronalyn Greenlees, 
said she's not sure whether her associa- 
tion had applied for regular membership. 

‘The leadership in swimming, on the 
other hand, is being tackled by the POC 
arbitration ‘committee. O) Mark 
Joseph and Chito Ilagan both claim they 
have been elected Pasa president. 

Chess, now headed by athletics presi- 
dent Go Teng Kok, is leaning toward Co- 
Jjuangeo, while lawn bowisissaid tobe in- 
ined toward Dayrit. 

‘The NSAs eligible to vote are archery, 
athletics, badminton, baseball, basket- 


Veterans dominate early 
velodrome, road events 


RIDERS in the Eite road race, won by RP team mainstay Amel Quirimit, negotiate an uphill stretch in Batangas. 


members Vicor Espiritu, Alfie Cata- 
lan and Mereulio Ramos, whoall as- 
pired for slots in track for the 2005 
SEAG national team. 

Wrapping up the road events to- 
dayisthe 40-km TTT. 

“The Open for track and road is a 
project of the national association 
for the sport, PhilCycling, headed by 
Bert Lina. 

Ie is a prelude to the 10th Asian 
Mountain Bike Championships 
which Mayor Edward Hagedom 
and Puerto Princesa Ciy are hosting 
beginning this Thursday to Sunday. 


J RP riders lose ground in 6th lap 


Nevertheless the boys are still in high 
spirits and determined to do well in the 
remaining stages,” said Pagcor spors di- 
rector Louie Carios. 

Tn the individual race, Rhyan Tan- 
guig stood 11th overall, Joel Calderon 
held 17th, Lloyd Reynante 18th and 
Bernard Luzon, who won stage 3, 40th. 

Monday's seventh lap is marked by a 
steep dmb at the halfway mark of the 
189.2-4m race from Surabaya to Jem- 
ber, where Carlos said his boys would 
nytomakea move. 


Ang, Carpo Bengay badminton tilt champs 


TEENER Kelvin Tim Ang completed 
his romp in the first Bengay Bad- 
mimon Showdown, beating Ateneo's 
Wiliam Gabuelo, 15-7, 15-12, towin 
the mens singles crown in the cen- 
terpiece Open division at SM Mega- 
malls Arum, Building A recently. 
‘Ang, a 1S.yearold find playing 
‘out of PNEYVictor, was only chal- 
lenged briefly in the second set be- 


took home the top P15,000 


and Sportshouse. 


P15,000; Gabuelo settled for P8,000. 
Amanda Capo captured the 
ladies crown with an impressive 11- 
4, 11-6 win over UPS Sheryl Caraig. 
‘The Manila Polo Club bet also 


staked in the event organized by 
Bengay and backed by ingen Bad- 
minton, Crossover 105.1, Carton 


respective teams in the doubles. 


purse 
Tarin and Ben Jonas Gardia. 


down totum back Carpo 


Chester Cordero and Melody Vilac- 
eran of The Star, who anchored their 


Cordero teamed up with Nonoy 
Aguilar of PAF to fashion out a 17- 
15, 15-10 win over UP Marlon Vil- 


Villaceran and Marga Tan of Bat- 
tNedore-Yonex fought back from a set 
and Vanes- 


In mixed doubles of the Open 
diass, Alex Cuevas of Batdedore and 
Diana Barbo of Meralco came away 
with a 154, 153 rout of Nonoy 
Aguilar of PAF and Monique Buena 
of Team Kawasaki. Fiorentino Cruz 
and Alejandra Enriquez of Malabon 
repulsed Apolinario Lapena and Gigi 
Bermejo of Team Kawasaki, 11-15, 
156, 159, to cop the mixed doubles 
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ball, billiards and snookers, bodybuild- 
ing, bowling, boxing, canoeing/kayaking, 
<dragonboat, cycling, equestrian, fencing, 

, got, gymnastics, judo, karatedo, 
lawn bow, lawn tennis, pencak silat, 
rowing, sailing, sepak takraw, shooting, 
soft tennis, softball, squash, swimming, 
table tennis, taekwondo, triathlon, vol- 
ieybal, weighting," wushu ` and 


jing. 

They will decide who will serve as 
chair, president, first vice president, sec- 
cond vice president, treasurer, auditor and 
four board of directors. The president 


CoJUANGCO 


‘normally picks the secretary general 


SPORTSWATCH 


Hernaez tops Codifiera chess 

‘SECOND seed Truman Hemaez downed No, 6 Macapagal puta in 52 
moves of a Pirc Defense in the seventh and final round Saturday to capture the 
non-raster section ofthe 12h Codera Chess Championships at the MCC 
headquatr lhe J&F Divino Building in Quezon Cty. Hernaez talied 6.5 
points on six wins and a draw to win the top purse of P5,000 in this two- 
weekend, three-section tournament organized by Metropolitan Chess Club. 
Hal: point behing with 6 points was No. 7 seed Jerome Balco who trounced 
No, 18 Marion Ricafort in 40 moves of a Sicllan closed variation. alo tock 
home P2500, Tiad for third to ith places with 55 points each were No. 8 A- 
Jan acala, No. 9 Leonard Reyes II and No. 3 Lionel Tubianosa. Macala up- 
‘ended No. 10 Raymond Salcedo in 50 moves of a French; Reyes prevailed 
‘over No. 32 Primitvo Marnari Jc in 58 moves of another Sicilan game while 
Tubianosa humbled No. 25 Eiren Arguelles in 45 moves ota King's Indan De- 
tense game. They shared the pooled cash prize of P3,200. 


La Naval junior tennis in Angeles 

THELA Naval Junior Tennis Championships wil be held at the Angeles 
City Tennis Ciub from Oct. 15-18 in conjunction with the city's month- 
tong Fiestang Kullat Celebration. The event is sanctioned by the Philip- 
pine Tennis Association (Pita) as a group 3 event. Itis open for the fol- 
Towing age group divisions: Unisex 10-under, 12-under, 14-under, 16- 
under ang 18-under (boys and girs). Tournament supporters are Ange- 
ies Ciy Mayor Carmelo Lazatin, Toby's sports Pampanga while Dunlop 
iS the official ball Club members are wiling to house players who 
wished to stay for the weekend. Deadline for registration 1s on Oct. 14, 
2111 am. Entries can be made at Phila Office (525-6434 and 523- 
6415) and the venue (045) 886-6449) and (046) 322-4348, Look for Ric 
Manalo or Jun Cuarto. 


Alleyes on NCA stalwarts Jiao, Araneta 
WITH just three more derbies to go in the NGA Stag Wars, all eyes are 
‘on NCA stalwarts Boy Jiao and Jorge "Nene" Araneta, who have yet to 
show signs of slowdown since ther win at the first derby on Aug. 31 
and Sept. 2 and recently during the Sept. 16 and 20 tt. Jao and Araneta 
Jead the 2004 Araneta Coliseum NCA Stagighter of the Year race with 
19 points after three derbies. As the fourth leg revs up, other NCA stars 
will try to join the winner’ circle today and on Oct. 7. The fourth eg, 
2004 NCA 7-Stag derby series i sponsored by Univet Thunderbird 
feeds and hosted by Jun Santiago, ito Ynares and Boy Jiao. Action is 
slated to begin at 4 p.m. 


UP sports and physical fitness congress 
‘SPORTS and physical ftness authorities, sports medicine practitioners 
and physical education experts wil be the guest speakers and presenters 
at the UP College of Human Kinetics’ CHK Science Congress (CHKSCI- 
CON) which wil be held from Oct. 25t027 at the NISMED-STTC Auditori- 
umin UP Diliman The Congress, whose theme is "Setting The Bar for 
Human Movement Professions in the Philippines: Issues and Directions" 
is aimed at professionals, students, practitioners and interested parties in 
the sports, fAness and leisure elds. Congress fe for professionals is 
1.500 for those who wili register on or betore Oct. 18 and P2.00 on 
(ci. 25. The tee for students is halt the regular price. For details, contact 
(632) 929-6033 or e-mail <kneicachk@yanoo.com> 


cof is P100,000 
check from Toby's 


fore dinching the victory worth 


‘Also grabbing the spotlight were 


sa Tanco of STI, 7-15, 15-10, 156. 


‘crown in the 40-and-above category. 


(Dennis Miranda it was who fouled Mac- 
Mac Cardona with 2.2 seconds left in that 
classic FEU-De La Salle title dash for the 
UAAP crown won by De La Salle. Not Arwind 
Santos. Sorry about that, folks. To Arwind, 
the MVP for 2004 UAAR my apologies.) 
‘THE APPLAUSE could not have come at a 
better time. It was so touching | ek some mist 
in my eyes. The occasion was the message. 

Tm referring to the crowd letting out a 
hearty cheer on Sunday in response to the 
speech of PBA Chair Buddy Encamado dur- 
ing the league's opening ceremonies at the 
Cubao Big Dome. 

“The opening of the 30th season [today] 
ushers ina new chapter in the colorful page 
of the league as we pursue our ultimate 
dream, one that has eluded us for 30 years," 
said Encamado, “We will ensure that this 
time around, the Philippines will make eto 
the Olymy 

Short Crisp. Bold. I raise a glass to 


that, to Buddy. 

Tve always known Buddy to be a staunch 
practitioner of the dicrum, “There's no better 
ay of handling things hn teling ek 


Ive known Buddy to be always direct to 
the point. No fl, What you see s what you 


se. 

Now, why did I call his speech bold? 

Oh, well, that thing about us going back 
to Olympic basketball competition is a real 
head-turmer 

‘When was the last time we were in the 
Olympiad? Thirty years ago, in the 1972 
Munich Olympics. My, how time flies. 

I say that was bold of Buddy to say “we 
will make i to the Olympics” because for us 
to reeaprure our slot in the Olympics, we re- 
ally have to passthrough the proverbial eye 
ofthe needle. 

But wait. There's a ray of hope. In the 
2008 Beijing Olympics, Asa will again have 
{two basketball sos. That was the old setup, 


Bold Buddy 


SPECTATOR fA 


AIS. Mendoza A 


and Olympic officials have decided to adopt 
it again beginning in the Bejing Games. 

It was even reported that with Beijing as 
host in 2008, China is assured of an ouright 
beth to the basketball competidons. Which 
means the remaining countries of Asia will 
bartie not for just one but two basketball 
slots for the Olympiad. 

Now, if we base our performance in the 
last Asian Games in 2002 Busan, we have a 
ssrong chance of railing one of the two 
berths in Bejing. Didn't we miss baling for 
the Busan Games baseball gold by a single 
basket when a Korean guard fired the win- 
ning riple against us at the buzzer? 


Ie was the bitterest basketball defeat ever 
for us in recent memory bat, looking back, 
that victory stolen from us by the Koreans, 
proved one thing. That all is not ost and we 
‘an sil regain our lost glory in basketball, 
even on the Olympic level of competion. 

Look, had Korea not denied us the win, 
nobody too sure anymore if China would 
proceed to beat us for the basketball gold. 

Fos as things tumed out, didit Korea de- 
feat China for the baskerbal goid in Busan? 

Had Korea not snatched that win from us, 
our momentum would have carried us to 
heights and, with our adrenalin expectedly 
flowing unabatedly, we might have also 
‘ured the tables on the Chinese the way the 
Koreans did. 

(Oh, well tha all water under the bridge 
now, as the cliché goes. 

Anyway, oing back to Buddy Encamado. 
Said he: “One nation, one mission, one vi- 
sion, and, God wiling, we will be able to 
achieve our dream.” 


With China out of the way: plus the fact 
that rwo basketball slots are at stake for the 
Beijing Olympiad, i's a dream not impossi- 
ble to achieve anymore, Buddy: 

‘Truly with that as backdrop, the dream of 
our cagers to, rerum to the Olympics is as 
achievable as Taulava's mission to destroy 
new moves claiming his citizenship papers 
are tampered with 

1 am just wondering, though. With this 
PBA pronouncement, what happens now to 
that “super body” in basketball being pas- 
sionately espoused by some quarters to ease 
the Basketball Association ofthe Philippines 
(BAP) out of the picture not too long aga? 

1s become obviously clear by now that 
the PBA cannot just say this or that on mat- 
ters of international commitments without 
the express approval of the BAP AS things 
stand now, is clear as day follows nigh that 
the PBA and BAP have started to dance the 
polka again. 

Right, Buddy? 
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Suzuki 


SEATTLE—Seattle Mariners gold 
glove outfielder Ichiro Suzuki 
singled in the eighth inning on 
Sunday against the Teras 
Rangers to finish the season with 
a major league record 262 hits. 
‘The 30-year-old from Japan 
smashed the 84-year-old record for 
hits in a season on Friday, passing 
George Sisle’s 1920 mark of 257. 
‘Suzuki's historic hit on Sunday 


South Korea's 


ff single to 
with 80 mul 


pitched seven strong innings to 
Jead Texas toa 3-0 win. 

Brian Shouse relieved Park in 
the eighth and surrendered a lead- 


since division play began in 1969. 
Suzuks amazing streak has not 
generated the same attention as 


meee PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Park, Chan-Ho 


fans. 


Suzuki; who finished 
tit efforts—the most 


other streak chasers in North 
‘American. But the same cannot be 
said in his native Japan where Ichi- 
ro fever has consumed baseball 


Suzuki is the first player in 
North America to have 200 or 
more hits in his first four seasons. 
He also set marks for singles in a 
season, finishing with 225. He 
blasted just eight homers but had 


SPORTS 


zooms with record 26 


‘wasn't enough to spark Seattle as 


24 doubles. 
Tn the first 


break. 


Els snares WGC 


ILKENNY, > Ire- 
land—Ernie Els de- 


and the best Europe's 
golfers could throw at 
him to win the seven-mil- 
lion-dollar WGC Ameri- 

can Express Champi- 

onship here on Sunday. 

Els carded a final round three- 
under 69 to finish the tourna- 
ment 18-under par—one clear of 
his nearest rival Thomas Bjorn to 
take the 1.2-million-dollar win- 
ner’s check. 

‘The victory moved the 34-year- 
old up to second place in the world 
rankings, dropping Tiger Woods 
back to third. It is also the first 
time in seven years that Woods, 
who had been the defending 
champion, does not have a single 
stroke play title to defend. 

Els, who had started the day 
with a two-shot lead, had vowed 
to come out and play aggressive 
golf and he did. A birdie at the 
first, another atthe third kept him 
atop the leaderboard. 

But making sure Els was not go- 
ing to run away with the champi- 
‘onship was playing partner Bjorn. 


holes saw hi 
Els to only 
struggled in 
forecasters w 


Fujian lady — 
cagers whip 
NAASCU side 


‘GAMES TODAY (Az! Coliseum) 
2p.m—RP Women's Team vs PSCUAA-BSU 
4 pm—CUSA-PMI vs Metro Star Motor Cycle-Fujan 


THE METRO Star Motor Cycle team from Fujian, 
China blasted the NAASCU selection, 98-57, yes- 
terday in the 2nd PCSO-National Women's Invi- 
tational Championship at the Rizal Coliseum. 

“The Chinese opened the game with a 19-0 run 
behind Wu Shu Mei, Zheng Xiao Zheng and 
Zheng Zhoeng and took a 58-19 lead at halftime. 
‘The NAASCU quintes best stand was puling 
within 33 points, 81-48. 

Games against a selection from the Bulacan 
Stare University of the Philippine Schools, Col- 
leges, Universities Athletic Association and the 
Philippine Maritime Institute, the champion from 
the Colleges and Universities Sports Association, 
are also lined up for the Chinese. 

Equestrian president Peping Cojuangco made 
the ceremonial toss assisted by RP women's team 
manager Jimmy Chan Cuan, Philippine Integrat- 
ed Chinese Athletic Association president Alvin 
Tai Lian, Motor Star Motor Cycle's Peter T% 
NAASCU president Dr. Jay Adalem and BAP ex- 
ecutive vice president Christian Tan. 

“The weeklong event is being held under the 
auspices of the Basketball Association of the 
Philippines and backed by the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office, Bestank, Burlington, Bakers 
Fair, YKL Color, Absolute Disiled Water, Healthy 
Options, Fuji Films and Metro Star Motor Cycle. 


In-form Trinidad sets 
sights on Hopkins 


NEW YORK—Felix Trinidad, back in his elements 
after two years of retirement, wants the biggest 
name out there, Bemard Hopkins. 

After Trinidad knocked out Ricardo Mayorga 
in the eighth round Saturday, he tumed his at- 
tention to the only man who has beaten him. 

Hopkins knocked our Trinidad in the 12th 
round three years ago for the middleweight title. 


ELS: Unrelenting form 


‘The Dane, who was close to 
quitting golf earlier this year as his 
game suddenly deserted him, 
proved he was back as he matched 
Els almost shot for shot. 

Three birdies in the first five 


ner of a severe gale that was head- 
ing towards the Mount Juliet 


So worried were organizers 
about the impending storm that 
they had brought forward the tee 
times, started play off the first and 
10th tees and sent the leaders out 


3t10:05a.m. 

Els stretched his lead back to 
‘wo at the tum when he birdied 
the 10th but Bjom struck straight 
back with a birdie at the short 


11th. 


Te was gripping golf as Bjom at- 
tempted to rein in Els, bidding to 
win his first WGC stroke play 


event. 


But Els was in unrelenting form, 
all but sealing the championship 
when he birdied the 17th to stand 
on the 18th tee with a two-shot 


cushion. 


“I feel great,” said Els. “It was a 
Jong tough day but we got the job 
done. After the ninth hole it be- 
came matchplay—a lite’ tussle 
between Thomas and myself. The 
other guys were a little too far 
back to really make a charge.” Els 
admitted it had been vital he won 
after the bitter disappointment of 
falling just short at the four Majors 
this season. 

“I had more pressure on me 
than anyone in the field. After 
‘what happened in the summer 1 
needed to get started again and 
start winning. 1 think I showed 1 
didn't want to lose today. Allin all 
very rewarding,” said the South 


im close the gap with 

one as the players 
the continual rain that 
warned was a forerun- 


African. 


‘OSCAR Freire Gomez jubilates after winning the elte men race 
‘ofthe 2004 UCI road word championships. 


Freire wins anew, 
joins cycling greats 


VERONA, taly—Oscar Freire of 
Spain joined cycling greats Alfredo 
Binda of kaly and Belgians Rik Van 
Steenbergen and Eddy Merdin the 
record books on Sunday after win- 
ning his third pro world te. 

Freire, who won on the same 
Verona course in 1999 and in Lis- 
bon, Portugal in 2001, became only 
the fourth professional rider to win 
three world tides after almost seven 
hours of racing on a rough circuit 
around Verona covered 18 times. 


3 Filipino Netter ... mnes 


Lien Chia Chua eared second- 
round berths in this event organized 
by the Philippine Tennis Association 
and sanctioned by the Asian Tennis 
Federation. 

Chang He demolished Hong 
Kong's Wong Tzechun, 60, 6-1; 
Lien won over compatriot Lee 
Chingy, 46, 60, 5-1, (ret); 
Chang CY rallied past local wiid 


A 


i 


and Goody Custodio. 


QUEEN OF THE ROAD: Eduardo Buenavista and Mercedita Manipol 
receive their trophies and prizes after topping the Bth Adidas Queen of 
the Road 10K at the Adidas Sports Kamp in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. 
From left: Rudy Biscocho, Adidas Phils’ john Alonte, Angelica Suiza, 


‘4 


Nes 


SILVER jubilarians Batch 1979 
tallied a net 212 Friday to stretch 
its victory run to a third straight 
year in the De La Salle-Lipa 3rd 
Silver Stallion Golf Cup at the Mt. 
Malarayat Golf and Country Club 
in Lipa City. 

Boycee Arguelles, Ramon Vil- 
lareal and Lito Marana combined 


“Tm proud 


my golf. I got: 


2 hits 


half of the season, 


Suzuki registered 119 hits before 
exploding for 143 since the allstar 


He batted an amazing .463 in 


For Bjor it was proof that he 
was finaly on the way back. 


‘of what I've done 


this week. I feel very good about 


‘ff to a fast start to 


apply some pressure. Unfortunate- 


Miserable 


Iy for me Emie got off toa fast start 
as well but I did all the right 
things,” said the Dane, whose sec- 
ond place netted him 675,000 dol- 
lars. 


as the conditions 


were, it was clear that low scores 
could be posted. 


Former US PGA Champion 


bedone. 


them out. 
year-old was 


third spot. 


But some of the top Europeans 
chasing Els found themselves run- 
ning into trouble. 

Sergio Garcia came out firing 
with two straight birdies but then 
the hard-pushing Spaniard quickly 
stalled as successive bogeys wiped 


‘Two more birdies and the 24- 


with Els too far in front, third place 
was the best Garcia could hope for, 
but even that evaded him. 
England's David Howell, play- 
ing with Els and Bjorn, secured 


David Toms went out na stunning 
five-under 31 to show what could 


Tiger to 


RIDGETOWN, 
back charging but 
Caribbean vacation, but 


for his final hit of the season Sunda 


Barbados—Tiger 
Woods says hes planning a 


dos, reports of an imminent wed- 
ding to Swedish model Elin Norde- 
gren are the talk of the island. 
Newspapers in Barbados and Ire- 
‘AFP land have reported that two are to 


marry model 


in Caribbean—reports 


marry early this week at the Sandy 
Lane luxury reson on the 
Caribbean island's west coast. 
Hotel manager Wilbert Mason 
said he doesn't know of any plans 
for a wedding, though two sources 
told The Associated Press it was 
planned for Tuesday at the resort. 


in Barba- 


vaian. 


He beat Erik Zabel of Germany 
and Luca Paolini of aly in a sprint 
finish with Australians Stuart 
O'Grady and Allan Davis finishing 
fourth and fifth, respectively 

“This is a great win but my first 
win in 1999 was my best eves" 
Freire said. 

However, Freire refused to be 
‘compared to Eddy Merclo—the last 
rider to win three world ties in 
1967, 1971 and 1974and who ruled 
cyciingin the 60s and'70s. Reuters 


card Jandrick de Castro, 4-6, 62, 6- 
1, and Chang CT ourplayed Nestor 
Celstino Jc, 7-6, (1), 6-2. 

Oter rests: Pak Sonn Seong (SQ d 
co Basco, 61,62 Ratan Rane alaya) 
1. Nasu Yl (apn), 63. 63 Hong Hai in 
(S) Ko Movs (nan, £2. 68 Ardow 
Thomas (sata d Zarai ain Mad Asan 
(ota, 62,62 Yeo Sarg Hak ys) 
d Omistan Carts, 64,61, 


Nepalese cycles 
world for peace 


By jasmine W. Payo 


FOR two weeks now, Nepalese cyclist 
Phurtemba Sherpa has been pedaling 
through the busy streets of Manila. 

He has already been robbed and chal- 
Jenged to a fight by a drunken man in Ermi- 
ta, but still asserts that “the people in the 
Philippines are very nce.” 

It was an ironic experience for Sherpa, 
who son a world cycling tour to spread the 
message of peace. 

ie was okay, there were people who 
helped me,” he said. 

Tr wasn't the first time, though, that 
‘Sherpa was attacked. In Cambodia, he was 
even stabbed in the stomach after being 
robbed of his bicycle and clothes. 

‘Yet Sherpa remains undaunted and aims 
tocontinue cycling around the world for 16 
years. The Philippines is his 13th stop in 
South Asia since leaving Nepal on Dec, 26, 
2003. 

“Everyday, 1 cycle for about 10 hours. 
‘And people are curious every time they see 
my bike. I carry a peace flag and I have a 
plate that says ‘World Peace and Environ- 
mental Conservation’ because these are the 
important things we should work on," said 
‘Sherpa, the second Nepalese attempting to 
bike around the world after Pushkar Shah. 

“A lot of people in Nepal are into cycling. 
Instead of taking cabs, people there cycle. 1 
want to promote cycling in other countries 
because it means less pollution. It will help 
the environment,” he noted. 

‘Through his biking expedition, the lean 
25-year-old also hopes to raise funds for his 
village in the province of Shankhuwasava. 

He has been receiving donations from 
the Asian Development Bank, non-govern- 
ment organizations and other private indi- 
viduals. 

“1 want to help my countrymen. Most 
people there are very poor. 1 want to help 
build schools and monasteries in the vil- 


SHERPA: RP ishis I3thstop. sneu sveto 
lages and donate money to the handi- 
capped,” he said. “I'm happy that every 
country I've visited has been very support- 

Although the bike tour has been a fun 
adventure, Sherpa revealed that he also 
misses his wife and two daughters. “I left 
my wife when she was six months preg- 
nant. | haven't seen my second child. But I 
plan to go home to my family every three 
years. Its difficult but lm committed to 
continue my journey,” he said. 

He confessed that he occasionally gets 
lonely, but talking to the locals about his 
country keeps him less homesick, 

“Most people don't know a lot about 
Nepal. They just think about Me. Everest 
and that everyone is into mountain climb- 
ing,” he shared. "But I want people to know 
that we can do more than climb mountains. 
We Sherpas can also make a difference.” 


beat Batch 77 


Club. 


for that 4-under-par effort as the 
‘two-time defending champions 


‘annual tournament co-presented 
by Smart Communications Phils. 
and Batch 79 and sponsored by 
Spider Security Services and Bue- 
navista Nature Park and Country 


Club Malarayat 
Pitong Quiocho, also of 
by nine shots in the 


won low-gross honors with a one- 

over 73, while Arguelles topped 

the field in net scoring with a 69. 
‘Monet Mata topped Class A 


Levi Agoncillo heat Brya 


ess La Salle golf: Batch ‘79 pulls 3-peat 


AD. 


mainstay 
Batch'74, 


Mercado to the Class € plum, and 
Janesse Carr won the ladies divi- 
sion title over Princess Katigbak. 

Proceeds of the tournament 
will go to the Bro. Jaime Hilario 
Learning Community, the free 
‘night school department of De La 
Salle-Lipa, and other charitable 
projects of Batch 79. 


over Villareal, Bernard brown 
ruled Class B over Dent 


nis Atien- 
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TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 5, 2004 


BROTHERS Franz 
and Dindo Pu- 
maren will make 
collegiate basket- 
ball history when 
they share the 
Coach of the Year 
award to be given 
by the UAAP Press 
Corps today. 

The awarding will 
be held at the weekly 
PSA Forum at the 
Manila Pavilion spon- 
sored by Agfa Colors, 
Red Bull and Pagcor, 
and aired live over 
DZSR Sports Radio. 

Franz gained the 
nod of sportswriters 
who covered the just- 
concluded 67th 
UAAP men's basket- 
ball season by steer- 
ing the La Salle 
Archers to the cham- 
pionship, while the 
younger Dindo was 
Cited for guiding the 
lightly regarded UE 
Warriors to this 
year's Final Four as a 
rookie coach. 

Mac Cardona, La 
Salle's heart ‘and 
soul, is the unani- 
mous choice as finals 
MVP with sports- 
man-businessman 
Terry Capistrano of 
La Salle picked as 
manager of the year. 

The Press Corps 
had earlier voted 
Dindo as coach of 
the year but the 
UAAP board said it 
had earlier decided 
to automatically give 
the honor to the 
coach of the champi- 
onteam. 


Mark 
breaks 
2600 


FILIPINO Grandmas- 
ter-elect Mark Paragua 
succeeded in breaking 
the 2600 barier for 
the first time by hur- 
ding Rusian IM 
Alessander Obukhov 
Sunday night in the 
13thand final ound of 
the 3rd Alushta GMT 
in Alushta, Ukraine. 

Assured of the tile 
as early as the 12th 
round, Paragua didn't 
Jet up and claimed his 
10th victim in his last 
11 games fora total of 
11.0 points and a ca- 
reer-best performance 
Fide rating of 2726. 

His efor gained 
Paragua an, astound- 
ing 30.7 rating points 
for a 2602 Elo total, 
counting the additions 
from his World Cham- 
pionship and Euro- 
pean chess circuit 
campaigns and the 
first two Alushta tour- 
namenss. 

in the process, 
Paragua became the 
first Filipino to breach 
the 2600 barrier. GM 
Eugene Tore came 
cosest to hitting the 
mark when he reached 
2580in 1983. 


Whisper 
tourney 


THE WHISPER-SUM- 
MERS Eve Badminton 
Cup wil be held at 
Yonex Philippines 
Badminton Club on 
Now67. 
“Toumament fee is 
600 per player inclu- 
sive of toumament 
shins, cout fees, 


guest fees, shuttle- 


cocks for the games, 
meals and entrance to 
the awards night, The 
leveling is_ scheduled 
on Oct. 23-24, 

For inquiries, call 
(09174298892 or 091- 
78105730, or 817- 
6514 and 81706532. 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2004 ENTERTAINMENT . 
Award-winning films from Spain, Latin America in Instituto Cervantes fest 


THE 3RD Spanish lies and indifference. for Julio Wallovits the comedies “Dias re-shown to the pub- 

Fe ee culled The Ain beans ofa and Roger Gual rla de Pitol “800 icon Oc. 16. ores maune ca We tS 
as "Pelikula II” and magnificent script caja 507,” an action Balas,” “El Caballero also have the chance 

organized by Institu- and great perfor- thriller that won de Don Quijote,” “El to win tickets for two 

toGervantes, is going mances by Eduard awards in four film JuegodelaSilla"and to Bangkok, courtesy 

onuntil Oct-17 arArt Fernández, who won festivals; “En la Ciu- “El Otro Lado de la of Lufthansa Ait 

Film ofGreenbelt 1. two awards for best dad sin Limites” Cama.” 

‘The film festival is supporting actor "Ana ylos Otros," "Ei  Moviegoers have 

part of “Fiesta,” the from Goya (theSpan- Viaje de Caroi," the chanceto vote for 

month-long Spanish ish Oscar) and fom “Suite Habana” ' the best film. The hrtp://manila.cervan- 

festival of culture the Spanish Actors Also included are winning film will be tes.es. 

and the arts held ev- Union, and Maria Pu- 

ery October This jalte. 

year, Instituto Cer- ` Instituto Cervan- 
vantes is showing tes has designated 
nine award-winning two nights in the fes- 
films from Spain and tiva! in honor of 
five from Latin Amer- Colombia, last night, 
ica, and Argentina on 
The opening film Oct. 7. The Colom- IE GP araeo a 
is “En la Ciudad” (In bian night will fea- te arse) 

the City), a portrait ture “la Primera HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS 

of urban life in Noche” (The First 

Barcelona, particu- Night), whose direc- PE. i pcan 
larly of a group of tor, Luis Restrepo, F 

friends * whose life will be in Manila dur- 

stories cross paths ing the festival. 

withinaspanofthree ‘The other 

months. The movie is 

about unexpressed “Smoking 

sentiments, hidden which won 

relationships, secret 
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ENRIQUE! Marcos 
Enrique 
launches 
album 


CANDID Records’ 
fist Asian male 
recording artist, En- 
rique Marcos, will 
launch his self-titled 
debut album, “A Col- 
lection of ' Classic 
Love Songs,” on Oct. 
14 at 4 pm. at the 
Shangri-La Plaza in 
Mandaluyong City. 

Tewill bea full con- 
cert, with musical di- 
rector and arranger 
Erie Narvaez at the 
piano, plus a string 
quarter. 

Enrique will sing 
cuts from his album 
including“ Honestly 
Love You,” "You Light 
Up My Life,” “Love 
Story,” Strangers in 
the Night,” “Some- 
thing,” and an up- 
beat arrangement of 
“My Funny Valen- 
tine." The carrier sin- 
gle is “Beautiful La- 
ay.” 

‘The 21-year-old 
singer will also sing 
six original love 
songs composed spe- 
cially for him by Lon- 
don-based singer and 
composer Frederic 
Herrera 

At a very young 
age, Enrique was a 
member of his 
school’s choir in 
Malaybalay, Bukid- 
non. In high school, 
he won singing con- 
tests all over Min- 
danao. He lived with 
his_ grandfather « in 
Manila where ‘he 
went to college. 

Enrique's love for 
musie intensified 
while he was living 
with his grandfather, 
iho had a collection 
of records by Sinatra, 
Bing Crosby, Engel 
bert Humperdinck, 
Nat King Cole, John: 
ny Mathis, and many 
others. Enrique sang 
at birthday and wed- 
ding parties. Frederic 
Herrera and Vera Is- 
berto discovered him 
in one such wedding 
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the Year, Juan Sarte 
Mk; Technical Award 
for Stylist of the Year, 
Jenni Epperson; 

Bestin Suit, Jaime 
Augusto Zobel de 
Ayala Il; Red Carpet 
Siyle, Tina Maris- 
tela-Ocampo; Bach- 
clor Style, Borgy 
Manotoc; ‘It Girl 
Style, Celine Lopez; 

Fashion Photogra- 
pher ofthe Year, Xan- 
Ger Angeles; Revolu: 
tionary Designer of 
the Year, Ivarluski 
Aseron; Most Stylish 
Music Video, “Astro” 
by Radioactive Sago 
Project; 

Male Fashion 
Mode! of the Year, 
Borgy Manotoc; Fe- 
male Fashion Model 
of the Year, Isabel 
Roces; and Designer 
of the Year, Jojie 
Loren 

For feedback, e 
mail 
friends slpueblo@ya; 
hhoo.com 
dollyanne@truef 
hand com 
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‘fills October, Dish offers treats long before act to Dish. Is a new Dexter as a lounge 

Halloween roils around. singer a la Michael Bublé and Jamie Cullum, 
‘All Mondays of October are crooner/small complete with a three-piece brass section. 

“big band” nights, as Dexter brings his new On Tuesdays, Oct, 5, 19 and 26, its musical 
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$A, Martin Seorsest 
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TERTAINMENT -. 
Dish offers early Halloween treats this October 


comedy nights with the Ang Forgettables 
Pinky Marquez, Isay Alvarez, Dyords Javier 
and Bimbo Cerrudo. 

Oct, 12 has a special show featuring new 
recording artist Nicole Joy, with guests Nyoy 
Volante and Christian Bautista, 

Ies retro with a bang as the Flintstones per 
form on Oct. 6,13 and 20. On Oct. 27, a spe 
cial Halloween party for a cause will be host- 
ed by Arne! Ignacio. Proceeds from that night 
will go to Arnel’s project of building a perma- 
nent bridge for a Quezon City barangay that is 
perennially hit by floods. 

‘On Oct, 7 and 21 and on Friday, Oct. 15, the 
Channel 2 show “Born Diva” comes to Dish. 

On Oct. 28, Dish, in cooperation with St 
Records, presents ‘Jamming with the Sta 
with two bands from the “Gigsounds” CD, 
Mocha with Spin Art and Pure Instinct, along 
with surprise Star Records artists. 

On Oct. 14, the Kythe Foundation holds a 
fund-raising show featuring Paolo Santos, Ni- 

‘Volante and Jimmy Bondoc, for can- 
cerstricken indigent children, ‘Tickets are 
P500 each, Call (0915)454-8243. 

Oct. 8 has Freestyle and Barbie's Cradle. 
On Oct. 22, it's acoustic singer Wings Soriano 
with young belter Michelle Ayalde. 

On Oct. 29, Karel Marquez and Lance Ray- 
mundo perform back to back. 

On Saturday, Oct. 9, its Wing Soriano 
again with R & B band K24/7, Oct. 16 features 
Karel Marquez with Retrospect. 

‘On Oct. 23, Dish regular Akafellas per- 
form with the sultry Jeni Hernandez of 


Enrique 
launches... 


From page a24 


1 pary, where they were among the guests. 


With Frederic’s help, Enrique's demo of 
Frederic’s song, "Beautiful Gir,” found its 
way to Nieves Bates, the Filipino wife of Alan 
Bates, owner and president of Candid 
Records London. 

Soon, Enrique found himself flying to Lon- 
don to record his album. 

‘The album launch is sponsored by the 
British Council, Bergamo, Plaid the Sandwich 
Bar, Deo B.C. the Salon, VMV Skin and Facial 
Centre and Spa Lalafea Packaging, and 7-11 
Convenient Store, Taft Avenue, Manila. 
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"SNEAK PREVIEWS TODAY! 


FROMTHE PRODUCER OF “CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON” 


AND “HERO” 


“MTB” fame. 

‘And Oct, 30 bring Retrospect and K24/7 in 
a very special surprise theme night. 

Dish is at the ABS-CBN Complex on Mother 
Ignacia in Quezon City. 
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Rio 


was still 


of going 
says Gloria 


ByNini Valera 


EVEN when things were bad for Rio Di- 
az, she was stil thinking about what she 
and her sisters would eat while they 
were inthe US. 

“She was still worried about what we 
would eat, like, we had to try the yogurt 
inthis place, the steak in that place,” said 
Rio's older sister Gloria, the actress and 
former Miss Universe. 

Gloria had just arrived from the US 
last Wednesday when Rio, her youngest 
sister, took a tum for the worst. 

“We've been getting ready for all this,” 
Gloria told Inouner Entertainment yes- 
terday, referring to Rio's death on Mon- 
day at the Seaton Hospital in Daly City in 
California. 

“When we were there, she was still 
talking about going home,” said Gloria. 
“There was hope that she could come 
back and relax. You know Rio, she's a 
fighter” 

Rio was surrounded by the people she 
loved, her sisters and her husband Char- 
lie Cojuangeo, former representative of 
the 4th district of Negros Occidental, ac- 
cording to Gloria. 

* “The people who mattered toher were 
around her," Gloria said. 

“Her husband isso loving,” she added. 
“That's why I think she lasted this long.” 


Kids prepared 
Rio was diagnosed with colon cancer 


AT A RECENT TV seminar, a vet- 
eran television person shared 
some cautionary facts about the 
medium—or, more properly, 
about the people who run it in 
these parts. 

First, he informed us that some 
of our TV channels have become 
so inured to negative public opi 
ion that some of them have this 
unofficial policy: They will act on 
a complaint against one of their 
shows or talents only if they get at 
Teast 100 letters to that effect. 

This is a wake-up call to all the 
well-intentioned complainers and 
protesters out there: Individual 
initiatives for reform simply won't 
cut it anymore. You have to team 
up with your relatives, friends, 
classmates, fellow office workers 
and neighbors, to give your com- 
plaint sharper teeth. 

Second, TV talents break rules 
not only on their own initiative, 


them, 


need 


NOW that Mark Anthony Fernandez is 
about to be released from drug rehab for 
the second time, will he be able to stay 
away from drugs for good? 

Recovering junkies are advised to 
cut ties with their former friends so as 
not to fall into the drug trap again. But 
that's easier said than done. You can't 
end long-standing friendships just like 


on a jong-term basis, because the 


naughty” is always there. 

Finally, some TV people stoutly 
maintain that they don't come up 
with shows that aren't OK for chil- 
dren to watch, because they have 
children of their own and know 
what kids shouldn't be exposed to. 
That’s the official line. 

Well, do you know that the own- 
ers of a channel have prohibited 
their own children from watching 
‘TV until they're years old? 

IFTVisso safe for kids to watch, 
why would these TV parents pre- 
vent their own little children from 
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RIO prepared 


her family for 
her death, says 


GLORIA Diaz. “She said she couldn't ask 
for more, and it was very nice to hear that. 


on Dec. 8, 1998. By the time the cancer 
was discovered, it was already on the 
fourth stage. 

“Her faith made her strong,” Gloria 
said. "1 myself wouldn't have known 
what to do. I wouldn't have had the 
strength she had. 

“But Rio's just a normal person. Her 
main concern was always to make peo- 
ple, especially those stricken with cancer, 
realize that there was still life after can- 
cer. She dedicated her life to people with 
cancer. She felt she had a mission, and 


maybe she did, to be around for people 
with cancer. She encouraged them to go 
on, to be more prayerful, to keep their 
hope. And Ithink she succeeded. 

“You cannot imagine the number of 
people who called me today” Gloria 
added. “You must be the SOO 

Even Rio's children—Ali, 21, her son 

by former husband, singer Hajji Alejan- 
dro, and Claudia, 9, and Jaime, 7, her 
children by Charlie Cojuangco, were pre- 
pared for Rio's death, according to Glo- 
Tia. 
“She prepared us for it,” Gloria confid- 
ed. “It’s sad, very sad. Our whole life 
changed when she was diagnosed with 
cancer. We did not know how to deal 
with it. No one in our family had been 
sick witha serious illness like cancer. She 
is our baby sister—we're 12—and she 
had to be the one to get it. So we all got 
involved. She always said that she could 
not ask for more, and it was very nice to 
hear that." 


INE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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Gloria, who sounded normal on the 
phone while talking to Ingumer Enter- 
tainment, admitted that she had cried 
only a litte. 

“Rio did not want people to cry for 
her” said Gloria. "I did not ery in front of 
her. She did not want to see anybody cry- 
ing. She did not want tobe pitied. She al- 
ways said she knew she was going to die 
and was luckier than other people who 
did not know when they would die and 
could just be hit by a truck one day and 
fall dead. At least she was prepared al- 
ready for death.” 

But Rio, Gloria said, had constantly 
bargained with God for more time. 

“That, T think, was her biggest re- 
gret—that she did not have more time 
with her children and Charlie,” said Glo- 
ria. “She and Charlie were still on their 
honeymoon stage. Every day, she prayed 
for one more day, she was always bar- 
gaining with God." 


Cautionary TV tales 


but also -because their bosses 
sometimes egg them on to say 
something “naughty” or contro- 
versial, to boost their show's com- 
petitive edge. ; 
‘Thus, erring TV talents may ac- 
cept the penalties imposed on 


Nestor 
U. Torre 
but they don't really change 


to be “entertainingly 


exposed to. 


‘Himala’ 


“enjoying” it? Clearly, because 
they know that some shows are 
not A-OK for vulnerable kids to be 


What should non-TV parents 
do? At the very least, take this 
third story as a really cautionary 
tale, and consider protecting their 
own kids in a similar way. 

More than that, however, they 
should clamor for TV reforms 
(with more than 100 letters, OK?) 
to really protect their and other 
people's kids from the medium’s 
more negative influence. 


‘THE MUSICAL version of Ishmael 


Bemal’s “Himala” will be staged 
anew by Tanghalang Pilipino at 
the CPs Tanghalang Aurelio To- 
lentino this month. Call 8321125 
local 1620 or 1621 for details. 
“The production stars May Bay- 
ot as Elsa, Isay Alvarez, Cynthia 
Culig-Guico and Jai Sabas-Ara- 
cama, and is directed by Soxie 


Topacio. 
“Saludo Filipino’ 


Dance 


“SALUDO Filipino,” a ballet con- 
cert featuring the choreographic 
works of Leonor Orosa-Goquing- 
co, Tony Fabella, Steve Villaruz 
and Robert Stephen Biadoma, 
will be staged at 5 p.m. on Oct. 10 
atthe Francisco Santiago Hall, PCI 
Bank Tower 1, Makati City. 
numbers 
“Mosque Baroque,” “Makaugnay.” 
“Anak Dalita,” "Maria Clara and 
the Leper" and “Descent.” 
Featured performers are the 


8784358. 
Ragnarok CD 


here, Ragnarok Online. 


1n addition, ABS-CBN's record- 
ing subsidiary, Star Records, will 
release a Ragnarok sountrack CD 
single. It will include the Filipino 
version of the animé series’ theme 
song, “We are the Stars,” recorded 
by the Star Circle Quest Fab 
Five—Hero Angeles, Sandara 
Park, Joross Gamboa, Roxanne 
Ricks. 
There's also a music video show- 
ing clips of the animé, and the 


include Guinoo and Melissa 


Questors' performance. 
Linda Wang, violi 


Mark Anthony needs all the help he can get 


that. It’s réally up to Mark if he wants 
kick his drug problem completely. If he 
wants it badly enough to happen, it 
will. 

Mark happens to be the godson of my 
mom. He has always struck me as alittle 
boy lost in search of adventure. 

I chanced upon him after his first re- 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


hab. He seemed to have re- 
gained his bearings already al- 


my attention. 

or me, Plinky has one of the most re- 
freshing faces on and off camera. 1 
thought she was just posing as a “moth- 
er-to-be” until a gay friend who was with 
‘me said that she is really infanticipating. 

1 can't imagine Plinky with a bulging 
tummy because I always picture her as 
the Pilates fitness guru. Then my gay 
friend asked if I had any idea who the fa- 


Dance Concert Company, the Col- 
lege of St. Benilde-Flipinescas 
Dance Company, and the Vella 
Damian School of Ballet. Call 


ABS-CBN is boosting “Ragnarok: 
the Animation,” based on one of 
the most popular online games 


ther of Plinky’s coming baby is. Isnapped 
back, “Does it matter? She looks happy. 
‘That's all that counts. As far as I know 
her marriage has been annulled so she's 
entitled to fall for whoever she pleases.” 

My gay friend, in an intrigera mood, 
said, “Hmmm. A little birdie told me the 
dad is acute bagets.” 

1 just smiled and left it at that. It’s 
Pinky's 

prerogative to keep the identity of the 
dad a secret, just like Angelu de Leon 
did with the father of her second love 
child, Some things are better left unsaid 
but that doesn’t mean they're unfelt. The 
mystery makes it all the more precious. 


MTY Style Awards 
MANILAS hottest celebrities and fash- 
ionistas flocked to The NBC Tent at Fort 
Bonifacio last Sept. 28 for the country’s 
first-ever MTV Style Awards. 
‘The'‘discoune-themed event honored the 
countrys purveyors of standout style in fash- 
ion, music, movies, television, busines, sports, 
and politics in an extravagant show directed 
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The-fuw is in the finds 


though he was still quite edgy. 
He did a comeback movie, but 
soon got hooked on drugs 


MARKET 
Fa) 


a 


MARKET! 


aca Gaba Gy 


again: 

Maybe this time around, his 
dad Rudy Fernandez mom Al- 
ma Moreno should spend 
more time with him and really 
find out what's bugging their 
son. And finding the next Clau- 
dine Barretto (the biggest love 
of his life) would surely be a 
major boost for Mark. 

Mark needs all the under- 
standing he can get. Tm sure 
both his parents want Mark to 
shape up. He's got the looks, the 
talent and the resources. What a 
waste if he blows his chances 
again. 

Plinky’s pregnancy 

WHILE 1 was window-shop- 
ping, a huge poster of a very 
preggy Plinky Recto caught 
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Editor Louie C, Camino 


Gloria revealed that like Rio herself, 
the rest of the family had also undergone 
the various stages of turmoil after the 
cancer was diagnosed: denial, anger, ac- 
ceptance, bargaining. 

“We all went through that,” said Glo- 
ria, “She was not alone in that.” 

But yesterday, life went on as usual for 
Gloria, 

“I have to go now?” she said. “Tm tap- 
ing today, and there are other people 1 
have to talkto.” 


Adored byall 

‘The memories of Rio, however, will 
keep her alive always. 

To her former manager and confi- 
dante Rene Durian, "knowing Rio and 
having her as a friend in this lifetime has 
been the greatest gift I received from 
God.” 

Rene considered Rio his anchor, espe- 

ally when he relocated to Negros about 
nine years ago. 

“She was my family here, and she was 
so generous, caring and nurturing,” said 
Rene, speaking from Negros. “Everybody 
loved her, especially her family and the 
household help. They all adored her.” 

Rene, who had accompanied Rio to 
the US for her first cancer treatment at 
the Stanford Hospital in San Francisco, 
said Rio no longer wanted him around. 

“She did not want me to see her uny- 
more because she knew I couldn't stand 
those situations,” he explained. "She was 
worried that my blood pressure would 
shoot up and that I would die ahead of 
her. When she went into coma, I was hos- 
pitalized for two days. 


Caretaker syndrome 

“People told me it's a caretaker syn- 
drome, where the caretaker became more 
affected than the patient. It was really 
worse for the people around her than it 
was for Rio. Everybody loved her” 

Rene said he had been preparing him- 
self already for Rio's death during the 
past few months. He admitted that he's 
now happy that his friend's suffering has 
ceased. 

“It would be some sort of a release for 
her because she was really suffering,” he 
said, “But she was really more worried 
for her kids and for Charlie.” 

‘Up to the end, he said, Rio was still 
thinking of other people. 


CHINESE-AMERICAN violinist 
Linda Wang is the Featured soloist 
inthe second concert of the Philip- 
pine Philharmonic Orchestra's 
2004-2008 concert season. 

“The “Window of Time” concert 
will be held at 8 p.m. on Oct. 8 at 
the CCP’s Main Theater. PPO mu- 
sic director Eugene Castillo con- 
ducts. 

Wang debuted with Zubin 
Mehta and the New York Philhar- 
monic at the age of 9, and has 
since performed throughout the 
USA and Europe. 

For her Manila concert, she will 
perform Leonard Bernstein's 
“Serenade: After Plato's Sympo- 
sium” for violin and orchestra. 

“Windows of Time" will also 
feature Bohuslav Martinu’s 
“Memorial to Lidice” and Jean 
Sibelius’ “Symphony No. 5 in E 
flat major, op. 82.” Call $321125 
local 1800-1806. 


virtuoso 


by Robby Carmona of Saga Events. 

‘Awards were given out in eight peo 
ple's choice and 12 jury categories. The 
MTV Style Council, a committee of top 
fashion editors, journalists, stylists, de- 
signers, photographers, and models, as- 
sisted by MTV, chose the jury awards. 

‘One of the highlights of the night was 
a Fearless Fashion award given to trend: 
setters Tessa Prieto-Valdes and Tim 
Yap. 

Catch the MTV Style Awards show 
when itairs on MTV Philippines on Sat- 
urday, Oct. 16, at 3 p.m., with replays 
on Sunday, Oct. 17, at 10 p.m., and 
Tuesday, Oct. 19, at 8 pm. 

‘The MTV Style Awards Red Carpet Spe- 
cial airs on Monday, Oct. 11 at 7 p.m., with 
replays on Wednesday, Oct. 13, at 8:30 
p-m., and Sunday, Oct. 17, at 9:30 pam. 

The winners of the people's choice 
awards: Favorite Stylish Leading Lady, 
Claudine Barretto; Favorite Stylish Lead- 
ing Man, Aga Muhlach; Favorite Stylish 
Power Player, Female, Loren Legarda: 
Favorite Stylish Power Player, Male, Mar 
Roxas; 

Most Influential International Artist, 
Britney Spears; Favorite Stylish Dy- 
namic Duo, Phoemela Baranda and 
Paolo Bediones; Favorite MTV Diva- 
style, Barbie Almalbis; and Favorite 
MTV Rockstyle, Bamboo Mañalac. 

The winners of the jury awards: 

Technical Award for Makeup Artist of 
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tocks surge to highest in 56 months 


ne By Elizabeth L. Sanchez PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
KORSI 
THE STOCK market surged to its highest in more than 2999- 
CuRRENCIES four-and-a-half years buoyed by foreign buying and hopes yg, 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE Congress will fast-track the passage of key tax measures 
before the end of the year, analysts said yesterday. 100. ~ 
‘The 33-share Philippine Stock the government is committed to 4700- 43 
Exchange composite index do reforms necessary to address i Ie 
(Phisix) also recorded its biggest the fiscal problem,” said Alex Po- #00- # of 
one-day gain in 15 months when mento, head of research at Mac- | 
itsurged 64.35 points to 1,851.60, quarie Securities Philippines Inc. ‘04—}—F—_—1— 4 ttt 
p a3.6-percent jump for the day. Business groups have seen the 13 14 15 16 17 20 21 22 23 24 27 28 2930 1 4 
‘This was the Phisix’s highest resolve of the President in her cam- 
+t close since Feb. 21, 2000, when it - paign to solve the countryschronic tO approve immediately. -tuting a targeted tax amnesty, and 
hit 1,833.84. budgetary woes after she unveiled "These aie a Dik 8 Gs By ‘ints apestomatice iene” 
SEPTEMBER OCTOBER per ounce Hong Kong, Sept. 39,2004 In terms of points gain, the a package that would generate at cOme tax system; repealing the val- tem for revenue agencies. 
percunee Hong Hong S67. 20.7004 o hisiy Jast spiked by 58.98 points least P80 billion in new revenues ue-added tax (VAT) in favor ofa The President had said that 
Grloers, 2008 en aila ely elia ondune 17,2003, the PSEsakd, and P100 billion in savings forthe More simple system; taxing wind- while these measures would raise 
aunty nl quralent Equivalent Equivalent OT petite of investors for goverment. Ms Arroyo has re- fall profits of telecommunication at least P80 billion in additional 
Unussttes povar  omneises qoon SBO  prilippine stocks is really grow- duced to eight the number ofr fems; increasing tox revenues revenue, this would be matched 
fed Kingdom Pound goza ae geet ing since it was absent in the last measures (aimed at broadening from alcohol and tobacco products by savings of up to P100 billion 
Hongkong Dolar onoga. nasses awy few yeas. Investors are putting the tax base and enhancing taxcol- and fom S products; ra- arising from administrative re- 
eran one eset ADS hel ocks given that lection) thar she wanted Congress tionalizing fiscal incentives; insti STOCKS/E3 
Sua ie iia! ted as their money in stocks given that lection) that she wanted Congres e 
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Oil firms seen raising 
diesel price by P2/liter 


By Abigail L. Ho diesel price by 75 centavos. 
Sources said Flying V was also 
AS world oil prices continue to planning to increase its prices. 
‘soar, local oil companies may Other oil players Caltex 
have no choice but to again jack Philippines Ine. and Unioil 
up diesel prices by about P2.08a Petroleum Philippines Ine. did 
literinthenexttwoweeks, not comment. 

‘Raul Concepcion of the Con- Even as world diesel prices 
sumer and Oil Price Watch said continued to climb, Concepcion 
finished product importers had said there was still a chance for a 
been having a difficult time rollback in pump prices of around 
keeping the pump price of 11 centavosa liter, at least for the 
diesel at the current levelasin- counuy’s two oil refiners. 
ternational prices showed no For unleaded gasoline, he 
sign of letting up. said, price rollbacks could 

“Asof Oct. I, the price of diesel, come in the next two to three 
based on the Mean of Platts Sin- weeks, even though world 
gapore (MOPS) benchmark for prices were expected to remain 
refined petroleum products, quite high. 
surged to $56.18 a barrel from The oil refiners, he said, 
only $31.63 a barrel in the same could implement a price reduc- 
period last year. tion of P165 a liter, while the 

MOPS-based diesel posted a new players could effect a roll- Ñ f 
September average of $54.29 a back of P1.72 a liter. 2 r h 
barrel after registering a record- MOPS-based unleaded gaso- 
breaking $56.68 a barel last line had begun to soften last m Toyota brings them together. 


Sept. 30. The September average month, registering a Septem: 4 
wasmorethan §2higherthan the ber average of $49.04 a barrel i 4 7 A 
Augustaverageof$51.66aliter from $51.50 in August. 

Someoil firmshad, in fact, given Despite this, Perez said world q ‘Since 1992, tho Madical and Dental Outreach 
up on shouldering the rising costs oil prices would continue to be e é Program sponsored by Toyata Motor Philippines 
cof ise inthe world market. high up tothe end of the year. Foundation has helped 64,383 low-income 

Energy Secretary Vincent aieeaa pies wally residents of Parofoque, Taguig, and Sta. Rosa, Laguna with 
Perez. yesterday revealed that spike in the last quarter of the tindical ond dental care. This program delivers paditic, 
new player Eastern Petroleum year due to increased demand ; j cola aeaa Tu AA 
Corp. had jacked up diesel brought on by the winter season. B sucgical, OB-Gyne, ond other important healthcare services 
prices by 75 centavosa liter. Other factors that contribut- “ i Ío people who otherwise could nat affard them. In this woy. 

Eastern Petroleum officials ed to the rise in world oil prices i i ihis program gives new hope to people in many communities, 
declined to confirm this. include the rebel threats Re ‘enabling them to share our couniry’s blessings of success 

But, just the same, Perez said a against Nigeria, production ‘www.toyota.com ph www toyoto.co ip 
major oil player recently ex- lasses in the Gulf of Mexico be- $ 3 


pressed its intention to increase cause of Hurricane Ivan, the 
diesel prices by 80 centavos alter. continued uncertain state of, 
Hedid notnamethe company. Russian oil giant Yukos, the per- 
So far, oil refiners Petron sistent terrorist threats on Iraq 
Corp. and Pilipinas Shell and the huge Chinese and 
Petroleum Corp., and finished American demand, 
product importers Total As a result, Perez said noth- 
(Philippines) Corp. and Flying ing could be done to stop local 
V had said they still had no in- pump prices from following the 
struction from their respective world trend. The best that the 
management regarding price government could do was con- 
adjustments. tinue pushing the development 
Seaoil last night raised its of alternative fuel sources. 
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SOMETHING strange is definitely 
going on in this poor country un- 
der this disorderly cute adı 
tration of Gloriaetta. 

She declared not too long ago 
that we were already in a state of 
crisis—the “fiscal” kind. This 
word, as far as I can see, refers to 
the government exclusively. 

‘Again, that’s the government. 
tts finances are ina mess. 

‘And so, whoever did such a ter- 
tible damage to government fi- 
nances deserves to face a firing 
‘squad of the public's yellow spit- 


tle. 


So now, 


dimple, 


the whole 


PAPER SHREDDERS 


But as far as I can remember, 
the government wields all the 
power in this country. It has com- 
plete control over its finances, 
and nobody else. 


the fiscal crisis? Simple, my dear 


masochist, the government did 
the fiscal mess upon itself. 

Yet this cute administration 
talks on and on about the crisis, 
as if it is just trying its best to tell 
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BUSINESS -e 
Seen taxes 


‘who is responsible for 


like a confirmed 


‘world that we are in 


TO solve the crisis, this cute ad- 
ministration is pushing for new 
tax measures in Congress. Among 
them are the so-called sin taxes. 
Now, as far as 1 can examiné 
my conscience, anything that has 
something to do with “sin” be- 
longs to the sphere of people like 


priests and 
know—religion! 


KEEP YOUR SECRETS, 


SECRET! 1o committing” 


A VITAL PART OF YOUR SECURITY. 


TCIF, LADC Bang 2540 Gë Puyat Ae Maas Gy 
ESM ce err aa ea rao yas raa à cess 


P21,950 


For whatever 


But now it seems that “sin"—or 
more accurately, the deterrence 


But only if you are ... well, 


the government slaps on “sin,” 


now! (Bawi na!) 


comeofelections. 


move for 


avoid a fiscal catastrophe. 


Taise revenue. 


bishops. You 


sin—is also the 


concern of government policy. ‘Those two goals, if you ask me, 
For that’s the core of “sin” tax- run right smack against each oth- 

es. In a way, the government im- er. 

poses stiff taxes on “sin” products They say that if they increase 

tolead us notinto temptation. the taxes on “sin” products to 


tax rates which “sin,” atthe same time. 


WÑ Association of the 


Speaker: 1 
Mr. MARTIN P. LORENZO 
Chair 
Pancake House 


SESSION ON SMEs: ONWARD AND UPWARD" 


This session wil present the opportunites, 
and stages o! SMES oral and madur 
‘enterprises whic employ S8% of te werkforce but 
generala 32% value added) in exceling n turbulent 
imes. Given the backdrop pated by he earier 
sessions wh athe Key Success Fac of smalar, 
Timer fms? How can smaterbusesses, whch 
do not have the kaury ot Dagar inasrctres ard 
‘access funding and resources, buid abances wih 
Digger inms and franca mamans 'o ensure buses 
city For osa Pat graduata fon amat io 
modum or sialages are employed 1 
Successfuly manage e tansion? 


(© SURVIVE AND EXCEL IN TURBULENT TIMES 

© OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND: TURBULENCE 
NOTWITHSTANDING. 

(© CREATING ABULT-TOLAST FIRM 

(© BEINGA2IST CENTURY LEADER 

(© “WRAP-UP AND NEXT STEPS: ent ihe 
Cal Few Objectives of te Execute Tear” 


7J Philippines and 
present 
3rd MAP International CEO Conference 
Conterence theme: 


‘Survive and Excel In Turbulent Times” 


11 November 2004, Thursday 
Rizal Balroom, Makati Shangri-La 


Speaker: 
Mr. CECILIO K. PEDRO 
President 
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By Clarissa S. Batino 


PHILIPPINE Long Distance Telephone 
Co., Globe Telecom Ine. and Smart 
Communications Inc. topped the Na- 
tional Telecommunications Commis- 
sions list of those that beat the Sept. 
30 deadline for payment of regulato- 


Pilipino 
Telephone Corp. continued to defy 
the NTC and was not in the Com- 
mission's positive list. The NTC had 
wared that failure to settle the 
regulatory fees on time would force 
itto impose fines and penalties that 
could include suspension or even 
revocation of authorities and li- 
censes. 

Piltel has an outstanding balance 
(of P1.3 billion in regulatory fees since 
1997, of which about P24 million 
would have been for this year. 

Phone, broadcast networks and ca- 


From page 81 
emment’ 4to5 percent official target. 

Indonesia's inflation rate was seen. 
higher at 6.5 percent this year, but 
Malaysia and Thailand were expected 
to post 2.2 percent and 2.7 percent, 
respective 


ly. 

The IMF report indicated that one 
source of risk was that US inflation or 
growth would rise higher than ex- 
ected, which may prompt a sharper 
tightening by the US Federal Reserve 
and destabilize the global financial 


noses into state affairs, such as 
corruption over jueteng. Even 


MORE and more we see all sorts 
of religious groups, and not only 
the Catholic Church, exerting in- 
fluence over the government. 
‘They now even dictate the out- 


‘But anyway, I thought that the 

higher taxes on 
cigarettes, beer and liquor, is ac- 
tually a means to raise money to 


Tr has nothing to do with moral 
issues; itis not in the same league 
as condom and pomography. 
Still, rather than increase the 
tax on necessities like food, text 
and sex, this cute administration 
prefers to tax “sin” products to 


So somebody please tell me, 
what does this cute administra- 
tion really want? Does it want to 
raise money, period? Or does it 
‘want to turn usinto saints? 


Taise revenues, they are also sup- 
posedly trying to discourage 


But if you discourage “sin, 


porations. 


ofthe GOCCs with dismissal. 


Malacafiang. 


stood! 


will shape up. 


ue. 


ANYWAY, the point is that recent 
history already showed us that 
“sin” taxes do not necessarily 
achieve their supposed objec- 


tives. 


ad valorem to specific. 


ble companies must pay the NTC 
yearly a regulatory fee computed at 
50 centavos for every P100 of paid 
capital. 

Some covered entities like Pilte) 
questioned the NTC's computation 
of regulatory fees and thus, refused 
to pay their outstanding dues. But 
the Commission, in an order issued 
last week, stood by its computa- 
tion, 

The NTC said it collected P783.2 
million in regulatory fees last week 
from 290 broadcast networks and 56 
radio and phone operators. Previous 
ly, the commission had collected 
520 million. 

‘More than P720 million ofthe toral 
collection on the due date came from 
telecom firms, based on the NTC da- 


ta, 

PLDT paid P234.5 million followed 
by fierce rival Globe with P156.1-mil- 
lion. PLDT subsidiary Smart Commu- 


IMF sees RP posting... 


markets. 

“In this environment, risk aversion 
would arise, with even more serious 
consequences for emerging markets 
such as the Philippines with weaker 
fundamentals,” the IMF report said. 

Even withoutsuch an event, the re- 
port noted the Philippines had al- 
ready been warned of credit rating 
downgrades if the new administ 
tion would not proceed with bold fis- 
cal reforms. 

“While the domestic economy has 


Malacañang is puting a stop to 
the bleeding with the use of the 
most powerful management tool: 
It has threatened the executives 


‘The GOCCs better shape up or 
else their executives must face 
the ax, said the headlines yester- 
day, quoting none other than 


Ina private business, as faras 1 
can tell, such things area... wel, 
“given You don't need to issue 
threats of dismissal. It goes with- 
out saying. It is already under- 


In fact, in a private corpora- 
tion, they use the x, and they use 
it mercilessly, so that the business 


For this cute administration, 
it's the other way around. Why? 
Well, the use ofthreatand ultima- 
tum can bring a lot of media val- 


In 1997, the administration of 
Kuya Eddie conducted the fa- 
mous shift in the excise tax on 
beer, liquor and cigarettes, from 
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nose, 

In effect, under an ad valorem 
system, the tax automatically 
Boes up, as the price of the com- 
modity goes up. 

1n 1997, thanks to the lobby of 
certain foreign cigarette compa- 

y, the administration of Kuya 
Eddie went forthe switch from ad 
valorem to specific. 

‘That's the only reason why, to- 
day, this cute administration is 
moving heaven and earth in 
Congress to raise the specific tax 
on sin" products. 

Being a fixed amount in peso 
terms, the excise tax on those 
products failed to catch up with 
inflation. 

‘Yet even at that time, some 
people already warned that, be- 
cause of the shift to specific tax, 
the government could expect to 
lose revenues in the long run. 

For one, it would need another 
approval from Congress to raise 
the specific tax, even just to catch 
up with inflation, 

‘As everybody knows, getting 
any tax measure ‘through 
Congress, any measure at all, is 
even harder than for Jose Pidal to 
pass through the eye of the nec- 

It shows now. Congress is lay- 
ing the tax measures of this cute 
administration as hostage for 


those who havethemoneycanal- imposing stiff taxes on the “sin” For the sake of guys inthe Sen- pork barrel. 
ways afford tosin. products, whether seen or un- ate called Litoand Bong, “specific Did the shift discourage us 
~ as | By exacting heavy taxes on seen, howcan youexpecttoraise tax" is an absolute peso amount. from sinning? Also, did it raise 
coriien'wavéis | “vices,” in effect, the government morerevenue? Beats metool- You pay Pl tax for sneezing on more revenue? 

ALSOAVAIABLE Tig acting as our moral guardian. eee your seatmate. That's specific. Official data show that govern- 
‘This used to be the job of priests TO topitall,thiscute administra- But “ad valorem tax” is a per- ment revenue from tobacco prod- 
and bishops. tion is finally doing something centage of the selling price, ucts went down the past few 

‘Since the government must about the mounting losses of the whether retail or wholesale or years since that famous shift, de- 
step into the bounds of morality, so-called GOCCs, the govem- whatever. Your seatmate pays 20 spite an increase in consumption. 
Priests and bishops stick their ment owned and controlled cor- percent tax for hitting you in the Trest my case. 


NTC collects P700M in telco fees 


nications Inc. settled P121.6 million 
in regulatory dues. 

Among the television giants, ABS- 
CBN paid the highest with P7.4 mil- 
lion followed by GMA Network Inc. 
with P5.3 million, ABC 5 with P3.5 
ion and Manila Broadcasting Co. 
with P2 million. 

Central Cable TV of the Lopez 
group topped the NTC list on cable 
companies with P4.6 million in regu- 
latory fees. 

‘The NTC had ordered all its cov- 
ered companies to comply with the 
Commission order or be slapped a 50- 
percent penalty on unpaid fees 60 
days after Sept. 30. After that, the 
penalty shall be increased to by one 
percent for every month of delin- 
quency. 

AAs of the first half, the NTC had 
‘earned P488 million. Itis expected to 
‘contribute close to P1 billion to state 
coffers by yearend. 


weathered the effects of higher oil 
prices to date, additional increases 
going forward could weaken growth 
and further increase inflation,” the 
report said. 

‘But the same report said the coun- 
tty appeared less vulnerable to a pos- 
sible “hard landing” in China, since its 
exports to the country were largely 
inputs for processing and re-export 
and thus were not closely linked to 
the strength of Chinese domestic de- 
mand. 


Bearbull finds two winners 


‘THEREisatimetobefunnyanda ————— In December, UCC is going to days. As a result, the shares 
time to be serious. This week, MR, BEARBULL change its ‘name to Holcim briefly touched P3, Who was buy- 
hen apace ners with the Phisix hitting a 4-1/2 e (Philippines), and its investment ing? We don't know except that 
nas year high, I dedicated myself to status will be revised upwards. on the last day, a foreign broker 
age tr cask 4 finding stocks that still appear to With the most advanced technol- bought 12 million shares. It 
kel iPM, ands have prospect of good capital ap- ogy, a plentiful supply of capital would certainly make sense for 
fee ain. preciation. 1 concentrated on Peon Nathan and the ability to compete over- Cemco to buy shares in the mar- 
potard Sone, Frocks standing below their high KO Nahan Seas, UCC, already in the Phisi, ketat less than half the price they 
rrp a forthe year, no easy task. ‘The more interesting stock is Will be upgraded to blue chip sta- paid. As things stand, Cemeo 
Sonni Ean Con ‘They both originate from the Union Cement Corp. (UCC), tusand bought by institutions for owns 78 percent of UCC, Sur 
‘Sarde sale by Bacnotan Consolidated which is reasonably liquid. The long-term investment. mo, 9 percent, and Aboitiz and 
rue Frangi tom Industries (BCD, and its unit At- book value is P238, but remem. À few weeks ago, volume sud- others, 3-1/2' percent, so the 
es dare las Cement Corp., of its S1-per- bering the huge premium paid for denly rose from 3 million shares a “free-float” is only 9-1/2 percent, 
nts ronal cent holdings in Union Cement the holding company, the shares day to 6 million, 15 million and or about 600 million shares. 
Holdings Corp., an unlisted com- were assigned a fair valueofP6a 16 million on three consecutive BEAROULL/ES 
pany for $214 million. BCI sold share. 1 have checked this out n 
its shares for P23.83 a share, a meticulously and the exact figure 
huge premium over its book val- js P6.03. Various institutions, 
ue ofP9.98. Thesale wasmadeto which are aware of this, are ty- 
Cemco, which is 40-percent ing to get.Cemco to buy their 
‘owned by Holcim (Switzerland). shares for P6 under the Tender 
Holcim (US) is one of the Offer Act, but as they acquired 
‘world’s largest producers of ce- the shares, indirectly, I do not 
ment, concrete and aggregates chink that the Act applies. Moral- 
and has factories in 70 countries. ly and ethically, they have a good 
Last year, it had a net income of case. 
$552 million, 51 percent higher So let us look at UCC—past 
than in the previous year, and it and present. Last year, the con- 
employs 48,000 workers world- struction industry was in the dol- 
wide. Irisan acknowledged lead- drums and China was dumping 
er in building technology. BCI cement in large quantities, much 
said the offer was “fairand attrac- tothe despair of the cement man- 
tive” given Cemco Holdings tech- ufacrurers who were losing mon- 
nology, market reach, and capital ey But now everything has 
resources. “It was critical to have turned around. Because of Chi- . 
the most competitiveand consoli- na's booming economy, growing H-STAR 
A a A Aoa A Ector anasPmmen mt. Ta 36-7040 Laa Fin 9 OO Emt genene net sh 
capital and thebest technology in has mounted a huge infrastruc- 
order to compere in global mar- ture program to link towns, 
ets.” which are hundreds of miles 
‘AS a result of the sale, BCI apart. China now needs for itself 
reaped a cash windfall and decid- ll rhe cement it can produce and 
ed to reward shareholders with is now an importer. The price of a 
twodividends,each of P9 ashare. bag of cement has increased from 
One has already been paid 20 P127 to P135. 
days ahead of time and the share For UCC, this represents a re- 
price was adjusted from P24 to versal of fortune. A loss of P290 
P15. The remaining P9 will be million in the first half of 2003 
paid next March and, in theory, has been converted into a profit 
the share price should fall to P6. of P396 million in 2004. The 
However, even after deducting company’s cash flow has multi- 
the dividends of PIB, the shares plied Ave foid from P430 millon 
will sill have net assets of P34 to P1.92 billion. The construction 
share. a industry is picking up. Office 500,000 - 999,999 
1 cannot see the shares stand- space that has been lying vacant x 
ing at roughly one-sixth of their i suddenly being rented for call  1-OMM -4,999,999 
book value. This is a great asset centers, an industry of the future. 5. MM - 9,999,999 
play and I would be surprised if Building of low-cost housing is 
by next March, the shares, ex-all, booming and only last week, Fil- , 10 million and up 
donot stand at P10 or more. The invest Land (FLI) announced that 
only problem is liquidity Ie is dif- its sales for the first 8 months of 
ficult to buy shares at P15 = = heyr had almost doubled. All 
theese Nay aeos ect Rous bulding oma Visit any of our 121 PSBank Branches nationwide. 
therestoftheyear. CMP are attheirhigh forthe year mtrstteharesturettesc Covent smo bt ovens treater 
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THE LUSTING of 
19,857,388 common 
shares of Semirara 
Mining Corp. is set for 
Oct. 6. 


EYES VALUE 
GLOBAL Business 
Holdings Inc. con- 
firmed that Mirant any ofthe 3 
Global, a joint venture 
of the’ company and A A 
ee fe PLASMA TV’s 
wil spend $400 mi- [d z 
ma a and other Prizes at stake! 
power plants in Cebu 2 
and Quezon to meet 
the growing demand 
for electricity in Luzon 


Stocks surge... savas 208 


THE BOARD of Fi- 
Mirroring the overall market Hispano Holdings 
forms. optimism, all sectors posted Corp. accepted the 

Foreign buying yesterday at heavy gains, led by property and resignation of direc- 
the Philippine Stock Exchange mining stocks. tors Sheri Inocencio 
amounted to P955.73 million The property index wasup 35 and Neison Yap. Elect- 
against selling of P439.48 mil- points or 5.7 percent while min- 8d „directors were 
lion. As a result, foreign investors ing shares climbed 95 points or George „SyCip an 
were net buyers of P516.25 mil- 4.9 percent. Roberto Alendicio. 
lion worth of shares. ‘Among the most actively trad- ‘ 

Analysts said the overnight ed shares were PLDT, whieh QMO! Holdings Inc's 
gain on Wall Street, which closed ar P1465 from P1,420 last Suny acouired sodi- 
pushed up stocks listed there Friday, mall developer SM Prime fori DMC common 
such as telecom giant Philippine Holdings Inc. at P7 from P6.60 shares of 230,000 
Long Distance Telephone Co» and Bank of the Philippine Is- shares on Sept. 27 at i ei 
Lehre pera s lends OPD PsA om PG, P2.14 per share and pa 

je US Dow Jones Industrials Jun Mendoza, head of invest- 100,000 shares on 

index soared 112.4 points or 1.ì ments at Banco de Oro Trust September 28 at une Lm79 RB LM520) eam KLR 
percent last Friday and was up Banking Group, one of the coun- P2.08 per share. 
Meekon-week by 1.4 percent or trys major fund managers, said we Award:ioning Monitor: 
145 poins the markers rally was earlier AJO.net Holdings inc : 

Pomento added that the per- than expected since he saw the will hold its annual so 
formance of the local equities index hitting 1,850 at the end of Stockholders’ meeting eoz 
marker in the coming months the year on Novenber EE 


W A 
a ga nay a (222) 
‘would also depend on how soon "He added that third-quarter PM- Record date is on 


Oct. 15. The venue NOW AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING COMPUTER STORES NATIONWIDE 
the government could put its re- corporate earnings would soon Oct 15. 


PA corporate carmings would $00 and other detalis will SEE FLYERS FOR DETAILS 

s a nounced 

Pin sie apy thao: foes n if a ~ ‘they re frase. PROMO RUNS FROM JUNE 15-OCT 15, 2004 PER DTINCR PERMIT # 2668 SERIES 2004 
al elop- would fail to meet investors’ ex- Compiled by Ray ire i d 

ments,” he added. pectations. Layasa, POI Research 
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DRASTIC FISCAL REFORMS is 


RP urged to cut foreign debt to 57% of GDP 


By Doris C. Dumlao significant reduction in extemal idation would be implemented, tor—referring to the national These measures are expected ment “to strongly resist proposals 
vulnerability” the IMF reportsaid. the IMF said external debt would government itself and the gov- to contribute a combined addi- for new taxamnesties, which had 
‘THE INTERNATIONAL Monetary ‘A recovery in foreign invest- stabilize at about 70 percent of emment-owned and -controlled tional revenue of P60 billion or been tried repeatedly in the 
Fund has urged the Philippines to ment and equity inflows, an im- GDP from 2006 to 2009. corporations—by 2.5 percentage 1.2 percent of GDP Philippines.” 
slash its foreign debt to 57 per- proved outlook for exporss, and The IMF is pushing for the points of GDP by 2005, ‘Together with National Power Tt said such a move was likely 
tent of gross domesticproduct by relatively lower interest rates, frontloading or acceleration of However, it said the govem- Corp's rate increase, which todo more harm than good to fu- 
2009, from the projected 74,6 would enable the goverment to the fiscal deficit reduction pro- ment did notconsider the upfront should help the government ture compliance. 
percent this year, through much- reduce its external borrowing gram,varguing that the markets deficit adjustment to be political- shore up its finances, the IMF is Itsaid a higher value added tax 
needed fiscal reforms. ‘while still maintaining an ade- were looking for strong initial ev- ly feasible. It noted that the gov- expecting the country to cut the (VAT) rate was an attractive rev- 
ina report analyzing the sus- quate level of reserves,” itstessed. idence of the government’ abii- emment believed that only three non-financial public sector's debt enue-raising option. 
tainabilty of the country’s debt, Without substantial reforms, ty to tackle is fiscal problems. revenue measures—increasing by 1 percent of GDP this year "At 10 percent, the VAT rate in 
the IMF warned that without the the IMF warned that the country’ “Second, fiscal measures were alcohol and tobacco excise taxes, from 2003 level. the Philippines was not high by 
key reforms, the debtto-GDP ra. extemal position might weaken. likely to be easiestin the opening increasing petroleumexcise taxes In the meantime, the IMF said international standards, and 
tie could rise instead to 77 per “Thegovernmentneedstobor- period of the new administra- and introducing a telecommuni- the planned shift to gross income there was widespread interna- 
cent of GDR row substantially to finance azis- tion,” the IMF said inthereport. cations franchise tax—had a rea- taxation was “ill-advised,” partic- tional evidence that raising the 
A more ambitious reform agen- ing fiscal deficit and to prop up In line with this, the IMF fa- sonable chance of being passed ularly given the uncertainty tots. VAT rate would significantly 
da, including front-loaded fiscal official reserves," it said. vored a reduction in the deficitof by Congress over the next six revenue impact. crease tax revenues, even for a 
consolidation, would facilitate a Ifonlya*modest*fiscalconsol- the non-financial public sec- months. The IMF also urgedthe govern- country with low VAT efficiency” 


Gov’t, business move t> Haeg 
to address meat 
supply concerns 


By Ronnel W. Domingo Also, he said the United Broiler 
Raisers Association repre that ts 
PRIVATE sector representatives members were also reduc the 
fe meeting today With govem. ous as farm gare pries dipped 19 
ment officials to tackle concems P40a kilo froma range of P54 to P56 
over a possible repeat ofthechick- a kilo. The group said it cost them 
Cran porkshoregeditplogued PeOt producea kloof cen, 
Tizon markets late last year anding i aies data Rom 
aul E Concepcion, chair of the DTI monitoring, lly dressed 
the Consumer and Oil Price chicken was fetching P95 a kilo 
ech aalay told tepore While park was Being sokd at 
that Sen, Manuel Roxas H raised P130 kilos 
the ao last week ina Senate “Senator Roxas requested the de- 
hearing attended by government partments of agriculture and of 
m areara bade andindusny todeine the role 
"(The senator) voiced concem each would play to address the gap 
over the report of the National Fed- between farm gate prices and retail 
Creon of fog Famers wich said prices of chicken and pork 10 pre 
that due to low farm gate pricesand vent last year’s shortage,” he said. 
the consequent losses, the group's Earlier this year, Agriculture 
ener ‘have aad reluang Undersecretary Teresa Capellan 
their stocks,” Concepcion said. said the price of pork in wet mar- 
Ticquoted NEHE figures show. kets have gone up to an average 
ing thu te price of pork at the OfPLAS perio, 
MS srate ha topped to PSS per -Capellan said the shortage of INDUSTRIAL PEACE 
Bin on Eae pose pelan said the honago of dent Macapagal Arroyoand Labor Secretary Patricia Sto Tomas join representatives from the labor sector and the employers" group 
Concepcion said, however, that cially Metro Manila, but that the during the signing of the milestone Socal Accord for Industrial Peace and Stability. Wich the President are (from left): Ramon Jabar, president 
eaaa Sl, Nowe kt amapotaton Fom othe af the Federation of Free workers Zala Dela Cruz, president ofthe Beverage Industry National Union Avelino Valerion, president of the 
mee watches re mys aaa ike county did no heip Pambansang Kilusan ng Paggawa: to. Tomas Execinive Secretary Eduardo Ermita Rene Soriano, president of Employers Confederation of 
Midballoat there martes, foaddressthe problem: the Plippes (Ep) and Vladimir Tapa, president of ade Union of the Phil and Alied Services (Tapas). Aie 


Getting LGUs involved in tax collection DTI lifts ban on sale 
Senne sccchamineenscame qatemtotenainens smn accu ox ow OF Island Cement 


the RDOs to create a RDO Rew 
INSTEAD of reducing the inter: arall these HDOgarcembetvel aie cane, Projection Cron that 
nal revenue allotment (IRA) of ‘This is very evident with the in the local government, the will come up witha realistices- THE DEPARTMENT of Trade and dered the Bureau of Product 
local government units, Presi- number of registered companies LGUs can help them identify af- timate of potential revenues Industry yesterday lifted the ban Standards to conduct a monthly 
local government units, Presi number Ee ae puen famiti in the area hat that can be generated in telo. on Sal Cement Cops Iland monitoring of Solid Cements fac 
involve these LGUs in tax collec- payers. If you look at data from should be targeted to pay indi- _cality. Cement brand after about two tory and the products coming 
tion, which is really the main the Securities and Exchange vidual income taxes and proper- — months of prohibiting the sale of from it starting today. 
culprit for the country’s fiscal Commission (SEC), the number ty taxes. Revenue projection group the produ coming from the BPS director Jesus L. Mo- 
‘woes. of registered corporations They can also use the National Such group should be com- firm's plant in Antipolo City. toomull said in an interview that 
‘The LGUs should reached 451,309. Statistics Office's report on family posed of at least five members, In a two-page orderissued yes- the monthly audit was part of the 
have a direct hand COMMENTARY However, ‘only income in their respective areas representing the provin- terday, DTI adjudication officer conditions provided under a 
in improving rev- 39,833 ` corpora- for this purpose. cial/city development councils, Virgilio A. Sevandal said the ban Sept, 9 order on the partial lifting 
enue collection as they get 40 tions or less than a tenth of the There is a huge discrepancy non-government organiza- was lifted as random samples of of the cease-and-desist order 
percent of tax collection in the SEC-registered companies filed between the NSO report and the tions, the Department of Trade portland cement from the facility against the sale of Island Cement. 
form of the IRA. It will be in their income tax returns. actual number of individual tax- and Industry, treasurers or as- passed the latest 28-day strength He said the monthly surveil- 
their best interest to get in- If you look at the companies payers. sessors, and even barangay offi- test conducted by Philippine Geo- lance on Solid Cement would be 
volved in revenue generation that actually paid their income BIR data showed that individu- cials of highly urbanized areas. Analytics Inc. done for six months, at the end of 
and monitoring. taxes, the number comes down al income taxpayers only reached The revenue estimate of this However, the Department of which the bureau would recom- 
‘They are in the best position to a mere 5 out of 100 regis- 470,948in year 2001 with almost group should be submitted to Public Works and Highways isstill mend to the DTI whether to do 
to uncover tax evaders and tax tered companies, with only 90 percent of them accounted for the RDO and a national task  doinga retest on the samples. more monthly audits or have it 
tp uncover tx evades and tar fer COMPA wt cant. oy Daed employers whosetex. forcefortaxporenialaswellas ` Beense of tig Sevandal or: xopped. -Ronnel W Domingo 
oe Te ee bunein Per pp ir PIILA billon in corpo. es were automaticaly; wield. the Departmentof Finance, and 
ties. This covers all establish- rate income tax collection last But the NSO report showed that the BIR commissioner for the B b ll 
Pe Sach Te aaa “Fear a tiie baila wee cakatee ted clsaon by DeALDU. 
restaurants, drugstores, facto- ee taxable which could generate the RDO. 
ries, general merchandise Individual income taxes P183 billion in individual income There are a lot more ways to FrompageB3 By December, Holcim is plan- 
distributors, funeral par- A vigorous effort to expand the tax. improve the countrys revenue While writing this article, 1 ning to make UCC the export hub 
SL ner ae oat See hus frindvidualincometex eafecton, in resporse to the came aco a recent fen inf Ai, There are two reson ot 
BIR-LGU cooperation in taxation alone, that meant P108 billion in looming fiscal crisis. All the gov- Google headed, “US feels weight this. The first is that the Philip- 
5 and expansion of the base to additional collection if the gov- ernment needs to do is look and of cement shortage as China's pines is situated in the center of 
Corporate income tax 75,000 corporations could easily ernment is only able to properly go for it! (The author is the repre- building booms.” As it is two Asia, so that all countries are easi- 
Nearly all business establish- raise an additional P50 billion in identify the leakages through sentative of the first district of Ne- pages long, Iwill condense it, but ly accessible by ship. The second 
ments have a mayor's permit but revenue collection for the gov- cross-data monitoring of the dif- gros Oriental. He is the senior vice construction in the United States reason is that although Filipino 
it is highly doubtful that these es- ernment. ferent agencies. Chair of the House committee on has been badly affected by Chi- laborers earn more than their 
tablishments pay the correct tax- All individual income taxes President Arroyo should also ways and means) na's insatiable appetite for ce- counterparts in most other coun- 
‘ment and steel. China is now us- tries, when the peso cost is con- 
9. s . ing seven times as much cement verted into dollars, it comes out 
ovt asked to curb oil smu in aste US. Trach lae Thi are coca 
tee. puleon of 13 bil Son ‘when having the Weakest 
iE Pee laren, TENY bearer a vine 
By Abigail L. Ho cepcion said. The information asdiesel to cuttheir tax payables. at prices much lower than those China has commenced the con- _ Holcim will supply UCC with 
should include the name of the The specific tax on gasoline is offered by legitimate dealers. struction of 86 railway tracks, the most advanced technology, 
BEFORE imposing an additional tanker’s consignee as well as its higher at P4.35 a liter than that On a monthly basis, this repre- which require huge amounts of enabling it to produce cement 
P2-per-liter excise tax on destination. on diesel which is only P1.63 a sented roughly 40 ion liters cement and steel. Its increasingly faster, cheaper and more effi- 
petroleum products, the govern- All oil depots in the country lite sold all over Luzon and Min- affluent society recorded an 80- ciently. 
ment should exert a "determined should also undergo mandatory “There should be more trans- danao. percentincreaseinawosalesthat Holcim will also make avail- 
ifort tocurb the rampant smug- inventory to promote wansparen- parency Thegovemmentendsup Concepcion said some of the will require thousand of miles of able whatever capital may be re: 
gling of oil by increasing coopera- cy in the industry. This would re- the biggest loser here as these channels for smuggled diesel in- new roads and their mai quired to convert the Philippines 
sling fi by increasing coopera; 9 a Oral ol amaa godace (ramlar fo} cluded some of thecountrysma_ ance. Apartment blocks are go-_intonnexport center othe whole 
stakeholders, firms, both the refiners and the lost revenues for the govem- jor ports, including Subic, ing up by the hundreds in Shang- of Asia and even the US. 
‘According to Raul Concepcion, finished product importers, he ment,” Concepcion said. Bataan, Manila Bay, Cebu, Gener- hai and Shenzhen (I was there this year’s results will be good, 
chair of the Consumer and Oil said. ‘The Asian Institute of Manage- al Santos, Davao and other free last Christmas and was aston- but next year's will be much bet- 
Price Watch, the government Another antismuggling mea- ment’s Policy Center came out portsand.economiczonesnarion- ished by the sight) and this will ter and I anticipate ‘earnings dou- 
must first take concrete steps to surethat local oil firmsshould ac- with a study in 2002, which wide. spread to othertowns. At present, bling from 11 centavos to 22 cen 
rid the oll industry of this illegal tively participate in is the repor- showed that the government lost Depots in coastal areas near 160 to 200 million Chinese are tavos. Over the medium term, 1 
activity. ing of suspicious oil shipmentsto roughly P1.2 billion in revenues the smuggled petroleum prod- applying for mortgages, Even if am looking for P4 a share, but on 
Shipping lines, for example, the Bureau of Customs. in2001 duetodieselsmuggling. ucts’ points of entry as well as the economy slows down a little a longer time frame, | feel that 
must be required to submit in: ‘TheBOC, for is part,should be This amount translated into barges plying the Pasig River next year, the demand for hous- profits will justify the fair value of 
formation on all oil tankers more vigilant in catching entities around 300,000 liters of diesel ob- served as storage hubs or theille- ing and infrastructure will con- P6. Closing price P2.65. mrbear- 
come he coum inst ie tne Spmens tanec and saecay aliypocreea dacs. Wer many es balers com 
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SINGAPORE—The premium on the Chinese 
yuan in offshore markets yesterday shrank 
rapidly after the Group of Seven nations re- 
peated their stance on currency policy while 
Chinese officials at the same declared that they 
had no time frame for liberalizing the yuan. 

Markets had not expected much to be said 
or done at the meeting. It was the first G7 
meeting attended by top Chinese officials, 
and it seemed unlikely that the big economies, 
would pressure China or that the latter would 
make any concessions. 

‘Butheading into the meeting the premium on 
the yuan in short-term non-deliverable forward 
markets rose. I narrowed just as swiftly on Mon- 
day. One-month NDFs hit 250 points last week, a 
level lst seen in March, pricing in a 0.3 percent 
appreciation in the yuan in a month. The yuan is 
tightly managed around 8.28 a dollar. 

“That premium on the yuan shrank to 100 
points or 0.12 percent on Monday. 

Deutsche Bank's James Malcolm said big 
speculators had not been involved in the 
move in yuan NDFsin the past two weeks. 

“The positions were never very extended 
going into the meeting,” Malcolm said. 

Yet, the rhetoric from the meeting had not 
helped markets divine whether the yuan 
‘would be allowed to trade more freely sooner 
orlater, he sai. 

Chinese officals at the G7 meeting repeat- 
ed that they planned a more flexible exchange 
rate regime but that there was no timeframe 
forliberalizing yuan policy. 

“China's forex regime could change on cer- 
tain conditions, but we need to do more 
preparation,” said central bank Governor 
Zhou Xiaochuan. 

'AG7 communique on Friday adopted the 
same language as previous meetings of urg- 
ing flexibility in exchange rates—a message 
seen as aimed at China. 

But this time, markets were less frenzied. 
‘One-year yuan premium rose to 3 percent, 
compared with 6 percent last year. 

China has steadfastly resisted global pres- 
sure to liberalize trade in the yuan and has 
prioritized reining in investment and credit 
growth and reforming the capital markets 
‘over making changes to its currency regime 

“The pressure does not seem to be having an 
near term impact and at the same time the Ci 
nese are increasingly lear the move is coming,’ 
Malcolm said. “People stil! want some underly- 
ing exposure (ro the yuan revaluation bet).” 

‘Most analysts believe China is unlikely to 
float the yuan for years, and may at the most 
allow the currency to trade in a wider range 
against a bigger basket of currencies. Reuters 
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US SECRETARY of the Treasury John Snow, left, shakes the hand of IMF managing director Rodrigo de Ratoas 
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G7 policy stance weighs down yuan 


members of the G10 gather during the World Bank/IMF Annual Meeting in Washington, DC. 


a they collapse.” 


[B=] 
IMF exec sees 


uncertain 
times ahead 


MADRID—Uncertainties lie ahead for the glob- 
al economy, but no clearly negative factors 
threaten it, IMF chief economist Raghuram Ra- 
Jan said in an interview published on Monday. 

“We've had a year of solid growth, but there 
are problems like the high oil price or the im- 
minent coming to an end of the stimuli that 
have made us grow so much,” Rajan was 
quoted as saying in an interview with finan- 
cial daily Cinco Dias. “That's why there is 
some uncertainty in the global outlook, al- 
though no negative certainty” 

"The IMR in its twice-yearly global report at 
the end of September, gave a forecast for 5 
percent world growth in 2004 and 4.3 per- 
cent for 2005, 

Rajan said the impact of record high oil 
prices on inflation would take time to filter 
through. 

“First we should see a rise in prices, There 
has been some of that, but not too much. 
Then there would be a rise in wages, but at 
the moment that is not happening in Europe 
nor the United States nor Japan. I think the 
transfer to prices will take some time.” 

For Spain, Rajan called for vigilance over 
the housing market—where some studies 
show prices have more than doubled since 
1999—but declined to call the current situa- 
tion a bubble as “bubbles are called that once 

Reuters 


Kuwait official expects oil prices to drop in Q2 ’05 


KUWAIT—Kuwait’s energy minister 
Sheikh Ahmad al-Pabd al-Sabah yester- 
day that he expected sky-high oil prices 
to start falling only in the second quar- 
ter of next year. 

Sheikh Ahmad also told reporters at 
Kuwait airport that the Opec nation was 
on track to have up to 200,000 barrels 
per day of spare production capacity as 
early as next week, and would add the 
oil to the market if needed to help cool 
prices. 

When asked if he thought prices 
‘would start easing on world markets, 
the Kuwaiti minister replied: “in the 
second quarter of the coming year.” 

Sheikh Ahmad said that an addi- 
tional production capacity of 
180,000 bpd to 200,000 bpd would 


be available to Kuwait by the middle be pumped into the market, God will- needs, and all indications point to the 


of October, after work finish on a 
damaged oil gathering center at a 
major northern oilfield. 

“We are now at the stage of realizing 
the 200,000 bpd of output,” said the 
minister. who was at the airport as part 
of an official delegation welcoming top 
defense officials from the US-allied Gulf 
‘Arab states meeting in Kuwait yester- 
day. 

To be really precise, we will begin 
restarting Gathering Center-15 during 
the second or third weeks of this 
month,” Sheikh Ahmad said, referring 
to the specialized unit which separates 
oil from associated gas and water at an 
oilfield. 

“If there is a need, it (extra oil) will 


ing,” he added. 

Kuwait pumped oil at a breakneck 
2.5 million bpd in September as part of 
a bid by the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries to push down 
prices. 

‘The spare oil will bring the Gulf Arab 
state's total output capacity to 2.7 mil- 
lion bpd. 

‘On Sunday, Sheikh Ahmad was 
quoted by newspapers as saying that 
fears over global geopolitics, 
economies or terror attacks were 
among factors behind the oil price 
spike, not lack of supplies or Opec 
cartel policy. 

“Opec .. worked to increase output 
and to supply the markets with their 


fact that there is no shortage in the 
world markets from the supply side,” 
Sheikh Ahmad added, 

Opec, which controls more than half 
of the world’s exports, is producing at a 
25-year high of close to 30 million bar- 
Tels per day in a bid to cool prices. 

‘After hitting an all-time higi 
$50.47 on Tuesday, US oil prices are 
now holding above $49 a barrel amid 
continued supply uncertainty and ro: 
bust demand. 

Prices eased on Monday after rebels 
in Nigeria withdrew a threat to target 
oil operations in the world’s seventh 
largest exporter, as part of a peace deal 
negotiated with the government on Fri- 
day. Reuters 
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Thailand Campus 


World's #1 gemological institute 
70+ year history of excellence in education 
‘over 300,000 students worldwide 


Become a recognized professional 
in the gem and jewelry industry 


Diamonds Diploma Program 
starts January 10, 2005 


GIA Thailand Campus 
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Notice to All Concerned 
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NATH 1-8 LESSON GUIDES, MATH 3 TEXTBOOKS, AND HIGH 
SCHOOL MATN V TEXTBOOKS TO PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS AND HIGH SCHOOLS UNDER SEMP2 AND TEEP 
PROVINCES 
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Looking for 
DOG FOOD DISTRIBUTORS 


With extensive distribution network 
Experience in selling dog food 
Breeders and those looking for 

new business welcome 
Please text or call 0917-5308945 
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In Loving Memory 


on the 


FOURTH DEATH ANNIVERSARY 


of 


Salud F Tesoro 


Holy Masses will be offered tomorrow, October 6, 2004 at the following 
churches: 


Sto. Rosario Parish Church, Makinabang, Baliwag, Bulacan 
Nuestra Sefiora de Guia Parish, Ermita, Manila 

‘Tesoro’s Mausoleum, Manila Memorial Park, Parafiaque City... 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park, Makati City 
Immaculate Conception Parish Church, Cubao, Q.C. 


“All the pain and grief is over Every restless tossing passed. 
He is now at peace forever, safely home in Heaven with the Eternal Father 


DR. LUCERIO M. ANDAYA, JR. 


Peacefully joined his wife Macaria and our Creator 
on October 3, 2004 at the age of 76. 

His children Crisina, Angelica and Albert, Emmanuel, Vivian, Nathaniel and 
Suzette; grandchildren Lelina, Catherine Mae, Angelo Gabriel, Juan Miguel, Carrie 
‘Abigail, Agnes Ysabel, Camille Andrea, Arianne Ylena, Christine Angela; brother 
and sisters, in-laws, relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for his soul's 
eternal repose. 


His remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, Inc., G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 
He will be laid to rest on October 10, 2004, 10:00 a.m. at the family mausoleum at 
the Manila North Cemetery. 


ABE 


HERMOGENES SARTE REYES 


Peacefilly joined our Lord on October 2, 2004 at the age of 80. 

His beloved wife Belen Carlos; children Allen 8¢ Tessa, Sonny & 
Fran; grandchildren Pau, Anju, Arjun, Cheska, and Alex: brothers, 
sisters, relatives and friends request your prayers for the eternal repose 
of his soul 


His remains lie in state ar the Nacional Memorial Homes, Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, October 6, 2004 ar Himlayang 
Pilipino Memorial Park after the 9:00 a.m, Mass at the Nacional 
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An obituary 
with a picture | |sotovea 


can be a fitting tribute to | | tat ne 
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your departed loved one. | | wis oniy 
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EMMANUEL M. CELIS : 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
on September 29, 2004 at the age of 58. 


His loving wife Lumen; children Charmie, 
‘Mark, Jay and Justine; his Parent Josefina, brothers 
and sisters Riza, Willie, Cynthia and Jun, and other 
relatives and friends request the pious readers for their 
prayers for the eternal repose of his soul 


the world, 


| begotten 
Son, that 


perish but 


Everlasting 


“Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and Iwill give you rest.” 
Matthew 11:28 


Our Beloved 


MANUEL LUI ANG 


June 17, 1927 — October 3, 2004 


Has joined his wife Gloria Limpe Ang, at the age of 77 
to peacefully rest in the loving embrace of our Lord. 


His loving children Raymond, Roxanne, Randolph, Roselle, 
Romilda and Ronith; children-in-law Carolina Dy, Conrad Siy, 
Mariglo Aranda, Ben Khouw, James Caron and the late James 
Cogswell; grandchildren Claudine, Christopher and Christiane; 
Nathan and Cassandra; Vincent; Reisa, Reanne, Justin, Renee 

and Jared; Jordan and Sydney; Alexandra and Stephanie; brothers 

and sisters; in-laws; other relatives and friends request your prayers 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His body lies in state at the Capilla del Señor; Santuario de San 
Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati City from Monday, October 4, 2004. 
Masses will be celebrated daily at 7 PM. 


Necrological services will be held on Thursday, October 7, 2004 
preceded by a 10 AM Mass at the Santuario de San Antonio. 
Cremation services at the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, 
Parafiaque follows immediately thereafter. 


nthe occasion of hie #4" bidhdale, 
we foudly remember le vil and wisdom of 


His remains lie in state at BF Alamanza Parish 

Church, Las Piñas. 

rial Homes, Necrological services will be held today, October 
5, 2004 at 1:00 p.m, BF Alamanza Parish Church, who rasa away on June 24, 2004 

Las Piñas City. 


Interment will be today, October 5, 2004 at 
3:00 p.m, at Loyola Memorial Park, Sucat Parafaque. 


Gey RB. Sapa 
os Angeles, California, USA. 


We request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 
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Message of hanks 


We, the family of the late 


ROLANDO “ROY” D. PAPA | 


May 16, 1944 — September 20, 2004 


wish to express our most profound gratitude and sincerest 
appreciation to all our relatives and friends for being with us during 
our time of greatest sorrow — for the prayers, mass cards, messages 
of love, concern and sympathy, for the beautiful flowers and 
generous donations. 


Wars All of these we shall cherish as we keep him in our hearts ave 
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Editor Aries Espinosa 


E-Copyboard creates high 


impact business presentations 


IMAGINE your office staff never hav- the introduction of the Plus M Series 


{ng toworry abouttaking notes during Electronic Copyboards. Manufactured tributes other 


sales and budget meetings, Or how by Plus Vision Corporation (Japan) 
about reproducing all your handwrit- and distributed locally by Gakken 
ten notes on the whiteboard during (Phils) Inc (GPI), the M Series is the 
‘company meetings and downloading world's first electronic copyboards 
them into your personal computer for with a built-in memory feature that al- 
lows data handwritten on theboard to cessories, offset mac 
platemakers from India and USA. 

The M Series Copyboard’s configu- 
ration can be mixed and matched ac- 
cording to conditions of use and pur- 
pose. The unit can be mounted on the 
office wall or parti 
for small meeting rooms and cubicles 
where a conventional copyboard is too 


emailing to your head office? 


"These are all possible now with ether be stored on the board's memo- 
electronic copyboards (more com- ry or produced in hardcopy or print 


monly known as the “high-tech” out. 
whiteboard) where you simply write 


get work done with a touch of sophis 


enhances your company's image. 


‘The Plus M Series offers the indus- 
on the board and with a push of a but- _ty's broadest range of electronic copy- 
ton, you can immediately print out the board models that can meet your ev- 
exact replica of your written notes on ety presentation need - whether you 
plain paper or download and save just need to have a printed copy of 
them into your personal computer on your notes writen on the board or you 
the spot. As the name implies, you are need to save all your notes just like 
able to “copy” anything written on the what the computer does for you. It is 
board to be stored in a memory card ideal for todays highly-comperitive ship n 
without the use of a PC. This does not business environment where profes- offices 
only save your company time and sional and creative presentations can 
money but is also an efficient way to help clinch a high-profile project. Bagui 
The Plus M Series is one of the 
fication and style that automatically many technologically advanced au- 
dio-visual products for office systems 
What was once a vision for many automation that GPI markets. The 


companies is now within reach with company, which has its showroom $450. 


along Aurora Boulevard, also dis- 


(apan) products such as the DLP Pro- 
jectors and other muki-media solu- 
tions. It also distributes foreign brands 
like Duplo Corporation's digital copy 
printer products, paper cutters and ac- 


between P60,000 and P120,000, the 
product which is open for distributor- 

ionwide, is available at GP's 
Metro Manila, Cebu and 
Davao and through its’ dealers in 

Batangas, Laoag, Tuguegarao, 
Bacolod, oilo, Dagupan, Ozamiz, 
Tacloban, Cagayan and Zamboanga. 
For product and distributorship in- 
quiries, call GPI at 725-9373 or 744- 


Plus Vision Corp 


nes and 


m and is perfect Employers Confederation 


(Ecop) president Rene Y. Soriano (2nd from 
re left) hands over the Action Plans drawn up by 
big. With prices ranging somewhere delegates to the recent Employers’ Summit on 
Employment and Industrial Relations to Vice 
ident Noli "Kabayan" de Castro (2nd from 
right). The Action Plans spell out specific mea- 


EMPLOYERS’ SUMMIT ACTION PLANS 


ofthe Philippines sures towards com 


agenda of reforms’ to be implemented over six 
months to one year. Also appearing in photo 
are Ecop vice president and Philippine Ex- 
porters Confederation Inc (Philexport) presi- 
dent Sergio Ortiz-Luis Jr. (extreme left) and 
Ecop chair Miguel B. Varela (extreme right). 


UWA HOLDS COMMENCEMENT RITES FOR GSM MANILA MBA PROGRAM GRADUATES 

me of the GSM graduates together with 

rmencement rites for the first batch of graduates of its Graduate Christina Sutcliffe Thomas of the AIHE (front, third from tet) 
arce (front, fith from 

ner, the Australian Institute for Higher Education (AIHE), UWA left): AIHE CEO Raymond L. Ang (front, eighth from lett); Ray 
m left); and Eduardo 

Femandez of the AIHE (back, fourth from left). 


University of Western Australia recently held its tice. In photo: 
‘Schoo! Management Manila MBA program. With its local part- Australian Ambassador to Manila Ruth 


offers an internationally-recognized MBA degree. pursuingex- Fells, UWA-GSM professor (back, third 
cellence in research, teaching and through professional prac- 


TGI FRIDAY’S GMS UNDERGO INTENSIVE CULINARY WORKSHOP 


SPEAKER HOSTS BANQUET FOR KOREAN, FILIPINO RELIGIOUS LEADERS 


Dr. Christopher Lim (right), continental direc- 
tor of the Interreligious and International Fed- 
eration for World Peace Asia, escorts House 
Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr to a function room 
at the Westin Philippine Plaza where he will 
host a banquet for the delegates of a peace 


THE PHILIPPINE Tourism Authority (PTA) 
which owns and manages various resorts, ho- 
tels, theme parks and golf courses all over the 
‘country have made a remarkable fiscal perfor- 
‘mance in the first eight months of the current 
year. Whereby, the PTA central office subsidizes 
the operations ofthese entities to the maximum 
tune of P4OM annually, to date, the amount of 
subsidy outstandingly went down to 281th as 
of August 2004. A net savings of P39,75M , 
additional funding for more tourism infrastruc: 
ture projects, which in turn, would generate 
more jobs for the unemployed Filipinos as 
called for by no less than Her Excellency, Presi- 
dent Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. Official data 
was provided by Deparment Manager (DM) 
‘Teresita Verde of the PTAs Financial Services 
Deparment (FSD). 

“Since day one of GM Robert Dean Barbers 
‘administration, the PTA has strategically redi- 
rected its focus towards a self-sustaining go 
emment owned and controlled organization 
quipped Lydia Cosuco, Deputy General for As 


PTA halfway through for a self-sustaining GOCC 


symposium which was recently held there. 
‘The symposium entitled ‘The Road Map for 
Peace and Harmony in Asia’ was organized by 
the Interreligious and international Federation 
for World Peace and brought together rel 
gious leaders from Korea and the Philippines. 


ty has relentlessly pursued improving the via- 
bility of its entities through a two-pronged ap- 
proach, implementing measures that address 
both expense management and income genera: 
tion. On expense management, PTA reinforced 
controls to beter manage operating expenses 
of entities. And to generate more income, it 
waged aggressive marketing campaigns in both 
conventional and non-conventional methods. 

“No General Manager has made a unparal- 
keled achievement of dramatically cutting 
down the subsidy of the entities,” quipped 
Chrestito Ocampo, "President of the Employees 
Cooperative of PTA (ECOPT), a newly formed 
cooperative conceptualized under the adminis- 
tration of GM Barbers. "This accomplishment is 
a testament to GM Barbers’ competence and 
leadership,” he further noted. 

‘At present, PTA operates thirteen (13) 
tourism entities nationwide, among which are: 
Club Intramuros Golf Course, San Fabian PTA 
Beach Resort in Pangasinan, Tagaytay Picnic 
Grove, Balicasag Island Resort in Bohol, 


“The general managers (GMs) of all TGI Friday's branches in the 
Philipines underwent a seminar-workshop to strengthen their 
commitment to the restaurant’ continuing effort to provide superior 
‘quality in terms of food and customer service. Friday's director for 
operations Robert Santos and Bistro Group corporate chef John Cu- 


BOBSON IS TOP FASHION APPAREL AND SHOP AWARDEE 


Bobson adds another feather toits cap as it out- 
assed other competing brands for the Top Fashion 
Apparel and Shop award during the prestigious 22nd 
annual National Consumers Awards and People’s 
Choice Awards (NCOA). The awards recognizes ex- 
celently performing consumer products, services, 
‘companies and manufacturers, as well as high-flers 


from the entertainment, business, education, sports 
and pubiic service. The honor is heavy wth meaning 
{or the young and hardworking entrepreneur Victor 
Tan, whose keen interest and conscious efort to 
‘meet the fashion requirements of Fiipinos inspired 
him to put up Bobson, under the Croiic Garments 
Manufacturing Corporation, in 1987. 


FOUR ARTISTS SHOWCASE PAINTINGS IN ‘CUATRO AMIGOS’ 


Four artist friends Malang, Manny Baldemor, Al 
Porez and Julius Limpe exhibited their recent 
pajntings at Asta Art Gallery, Shangri-La Plaza 
‘Mall with the show titled “Cuatro Amigos’ Just 
concluded successfully. Photo shows the ribbgn 


cutting ceremony atthe opening show (trom lefi): 
artist Ai Perez, Justice Omar Amin, artist Julius 

Limpe, madam Letty Talag. artist Malang, Or. Rol- 
ly Tuañio, artist Manny Baldemor and Don Vicente 


Formoso who graced the occasion. 


Unieng led the workshop that served as a refresher course forthe 

GMs. Research and development manager Feman Punzalan aso 

joined as a trainor, As TGI Friday's look forward to its 10th year in the 

country this December, the restaurant intensies is elforts to serve 
sd of the highest quality and to offer the best dining experience. 


“Accordingly, the Philip 


PSMO holds 
confab 

‘THE PHILIPPINE Society of yy 
Medical Oncology wil be hold- SY 

ing its 18th Annual Convention on 

(Oct. 6to8, at the Edsa Shangri-La 

Hotel. The theme for ths year is "Reaching New 
Heights in Cancer Treatment”. For more inquiries, 
please contact PSMO Secretariat (Erlyn Javier/Ed- 
Sieh igloso) tel nos. 721-9328 or 723-0101 loc. 
5318 or emai at psmo-seo@pacic nel ph. 


Education Tech 2004 
EDUCATION Tech 2004 Conference, Trade and Expo 
wil provide avenue to promote the eilecive way of 
mainiaining a ean and healthy environment 
through the “Convert your PET Sotte and Waste 
Paper into School Equipment Project” trom Oct. 6 
(08 at the Prdippine Trade Training Center. Educa- 
tion Tech wil be staged back-to-back with Job Fair 
Pniippines and Angono Art Festival. This yea's 
theme is “Buding the Nation Through Break- 
through Education” For more information, call 
EduTech at 651-1749, tax 451-0946, 0920- 
2119569, email edutech@mia nsciub ne 


‘Kaguluhan Music Festival’ 
THE BACK in lack Productions in cooperation with 
Cavite Coliseum väl stage a slamming rock party on 
Oct. 15 2t 8 pm. Anernative rock bands Gray- 
hhoundz and ADA (Aggressive Dog Attack wil ead 
the Friday nigh, non-stop rock party posh "Kagu: 
Juhan Music Festival", to be hosted by Boy Protos. 
The ery party wi also feature Starscream, Whore- 
Jocke, Stagnant and Sn sponsored by Blazing 105.5 
Fiian The Bomb 99 9 FM powered by Muzak Pro 
Audio System Tickets are priced at P200 oniy. The 
Cavte Coliseum is located in Habay I, Bacoor, 
Cavte right aher SM Ciy Bacoor going to Imus. For 
ticket inquiries, cal 0917-8353475 (kid): 0917- 
8520724 (Dennis). (632/873-5989 (Chn). 
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set Management. “Our campaign started in the 
entities and we are all glad our efforts are start- 
ing to pay-off”, she further added. 


pine Tourism Authori- Course and Hilaga in Pampanga. 


WSI, BANTAY BATA 163 SIGN MOA 


World Bazaar Festival takes up the 
cause of Bantay Bata 163 Joseph 


bex Services International (WS!) 
the organizer of the World Bazaar 


aging director of Bantay Bata 163, 
ABS-CBN Foundation Inc, signed a 


MacArthur Park Beach Resort in Palo, Leyte, 
Ramon Magsaysay Park in Davao, Banaue Ho- 
tel and Youth Hostel in Ifugao, Zamboanga Golf 


‘memorandum of agreement (MOA) 
making Bantay Bata 163 the sole 
‘Ang (right), founding chair of Warid- beneficiary of the upcoming 4th 

World Bazaar Festival. The biggest 
and the grandest holiday bazaar in 
Festival and Gina Lopez (left), man- -the country, World Bazaar, will run 

from Dec. 6ta 13at the World Trade 
Centerin Pasay City. 


P roduci FILES 


Seafood specialties within your budget 


| THE 888 Fishing Place, 
Bar and Restaurant otters 
an ideal hideaway for 
fishing enthusiasts. Am- 
biance-loving people are 
the usual guests ofthe 

| hottest ishing place in 
town located at Cov- 
elandia Road, Binakayan, 
Kawit, Cavite, only 18 
Kilometers away from 
Manila. 888 Fishing Place 


offers spendthrift seafood specialties like grilled tuna panga/belly, 
pusit lumot. tahong and tataba. It also has KTV rooms for the music, 
farts for cherry shooters and bia tables for hobbyists 
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Enjoying the good life 


By Charles E. Buban 


REATHE fresh, 
mountain air stroll 
gently around the 

park, take a dip in the swim- 

ming pool or enjoy a game of 
tennis. You might also go to 
the clubhouse for an energiz- 
ing workout in the gym or let 
any lingering stress drip 
away in the sauna. 

Located in the heart of the spectac- 
ular Tagaytay Ridge, Alta Monte is 
nestled on a private and self-con- 
tained 13-hectare estate, just 56 kilo- 
meters south of Metro Manila. 

“Tagaytay Ridge has been the 
dream location of weary urbanites 
looking for a place where they could 
finally settle because of its proximity, 
relaxing surroundings and cool 
weather allyear round,” says Ema 
Zalamea-Aragon, assistant vice presi- 
dent for marketing and operations of 
Don Tim Development Corp., the 
property's developer. 

But because of the still ongoing re- 
al estate boom in the city, finding an 
available slot at a reasonable price 
tag would be a great challenge for 
Metro Manila home buyers. 


Within reach 

“When Don Tim Development 
Corp. decided to build Alta Monte, this 
is one of the factors it considered. With 
‘Alta Monte, we have introduced ele- 
gant homes with first-rate amenities 
that can be availed at reasonable costs 
and easy payment terms,” she shares. 

Aragon adds that Alta Monte lots 
and house and lot packages can be 
availed of without any reservation 
fee, through several down payment 
schemes, even at zero interest rates 
and other flexible terms. 

“The developer has taken the extra 
mile of securing individual land titles 
for buyers, a value-added service most 
developers do not provide,” she reveals. 

By doing this, the developer has 
addressed a major problem area for a 
lot of home buyers. 


cool 


‘A20-METERWIDE gated entrance welcomes residents of Alta Monte. 


would take note of how we ae able to 
Use top materials and still keep our 
prices at a reasonable level. The an- 
Swer lies on the developer’ profile” 


Cutting middlemen 

‘Apart from developing mid-level 
project mostly in the Silang and 
Tagaytay Ridge area of Cavite, Don 
Tim Development Corp. is also into 
construction, marketing and financ- 
ing This makes the company deal di- 
rectly to the source, cutting middle- 
men inthe process. 

For example, a two-bedroom de 
luxe home unit on a 150 square-me- 
ter lot would only cost about P3.5 
million if paid in cash. Similariy, a 
four-bedroom Elite XL home unit on a 
340-sq-m lot would only cost about 
P6.6 million. 

“The homes are for those who want 
to forego the hassle of construction. 
In fact, we could furnish these homes 
with everything and all they have t0 
ois move in,” relates Aragon. 

For those who opt for lots only, Alta 
Monte has lor sizes ranging from 150 
to 610 sq m. These give lot buyers 
flexibility to design their dream 
homes, “as long as they comply with 
some design and structure parame 
ters we have se,” adds Aragon. 

Situated on Magallanes Drive, Alta 
Monte is only a few minutes away 
from Tagaytay's commercial, tourist 
and entertainment destinations. 

“Being located conveniently to 
these places, plus all the amenities we 
are providing, we envision Alta 
Monte to be a permanent resi- 
dence—not just a weekend 
home—for our home buyers based in 
Metro Manila,” concludes Aragon. 


ONE of the actual and livable model 
houses at Alta Monte. 


house complex with amenities 
such as swimming pool, multipur- 
pose function room, basketball 
and tennis courts. 

“Within the clubhouse complex, 
the developer included an ampithe- 
ater, an aviary, a children’s play- 
ground, a mini football field, a water- 
fall and a fountain—some of the 
amenities that make Alta Monte a tru- 
Iy first-class countryside community,” 
says Aragon. 

Having marketed the project 
abroad, a lot of Alta Monte's buyers 
include balikbayans, as well as expats 
who wish to setle in the Philippines. 

“Although there are so many Metro 
Manila-based mid-level executives 
‘who bought into the property, we are 
a getting a lot of interested buyers 
from abroad,” she reports. 


Mediterranean-style homes 
Alta Monte units sport a Mediter- 
ranean-style concept using high- 
grade materials for roofing, flooring 
and superstructure. 
Says Aragon: "Some of our inquires 


Clubhouse complex 
The fully developed property 
boasts of one-half hectare club- 


MEGAWORLD’S 
Eastwood 
Excelsior 


Eastwood 
Excelsior 90% 
complete 


‘THE TWIN-TOWER Eastwood Excelsior, one of 
property giant Megaworld's fastest-slling pro- 
Jects, continues its ascent at Eastwood City, where 
it now stands 90 percent complete. 

Allexterior works, including window installa- 
tion and painting works, have been substantially 
accomplished, while interior finishing, wall parti- 
tioning and electro-mechanical equipment instal- 
lation are in progress at both towers. 

Meanwhile, interior works for the grand lobby 
atthe ground level have been substantially com- 
pleted. 

‘The development is slated for delivery by the 
second quarter of 2005. 

Eastwood Excelsior hosts executive studios to 
three-bedroom condominium homes in a setting 
that fuses old European and contemporary 
themes. Among its deluxe amenities are lap and 
wading pools with a sun deck, changing rooms, a 
fitness center, multilevel parking, a laundromat 
and a retail arcade adjoining the lobby. 
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SAVINGS BANK’S 


You still have the chance to erase 
P250,000, P500,000 
or even P1,000,000 
from your Happy Family Housing Loan! 


Promo runs from July 1 to December 15, 2004 only! 
Call 845-6888 or 89-100 
Log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 
Visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch 
or Express Banking Center nationwide. 


ee 


| 


_ Come and avail of a 
BPI Family Savings Bank Housing Loan today! 


& 
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HOUSING LOAN 
It's All in the Family! 


Pe DIENER Permit No, 1211 Serie 2004. 


EE & HAPPY FAMILY 


BANK OF THEPHILIPPINE ISLANDS, 


Swiss-ins 
Quadrill 


IGH-END devel- 
oper Brittany 
Corp. recently in- 


augurated the plush 
Swiss Quadrille units at 
CrossWinds in Tagaytay. 
CrossWinds, christened after 
merging of wind currents coming 
from different directions, offer a 
secluded yet accessible’ retreat 
from the vexations of the 
metropolis. Ie is a lavish enclave 
amid thousands and thousands of 
imported pine trees that give the 
luxury of breathing in naturally 
pine-fragranced air. 


Unique retreat 

The Swiss-inspired architec- 
tural design at CrossWinds takes 
advantage of the constant cool 


es nes 


= mamie- PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~man ee 


| REALESTATE 


pired 


A SWISS-INSPIRED boys’ bedroom features a convivial sleigh bed 
‘complemented with checkered fabrics in camel, maple, reds and rust. 


tled 


breeze, giving the feel of being in 
the Swiss countryside in summer- 
time all year round. Located in 
the undulating hill of Tagaytay, 
the unique retreat lies on the left 
side of the highway right after 
Picnic Grove and the road from 
the South Luzon Expressway exit 
via Sta. Rosa. 

The Swiss Quadrilles are 
abodes of rejuvenation that elude 
most, yet are afforded by a dis- 
criminating few. A porch em- 
braces the living room, where 
your family can savor mugs of hot 
chocolate and marvel at the 
scenic vistas of Tagaytay's greens. 


What's in a Quadrille 

Each Quadrille boasts of a 
ground floor with colossal and 
‘opulent dining and living areas 
most suited for entertaining 


‘THE SWISS architectural design at CrossWinds takes advantage of the constant cool breeze, giving the feel of being in the Swiss countryside in summertime all year round. 


Best of the South market happening 
celebrated at Ayala Westgrove Heights 


AYALA Westgrove Heights recent- 
ly hosted a weekend market 
event dubbed “Best of the South” 
to publicize the construction of 
the Westgrove Plaza, which be- 
gan last month. The project ex- 
pects completion of the first of its 
three buildings by the end of De- 
cember, with tenants moving in 


carly next year. 

‘Ayala Land Inc.'s assistant vice 
president for Land and Communi- 
ty Development Group, Jun Bis- 
nar explains that the future West- 
grove Plaza will have much to of- 
fer residents of the development. 

‘Says Bisnar: "Ayala Westgrove 
Heights is planned as an integrat- 


AYALA Westgrove Heights visitors get a glimpse of the development's 
scale model. Ayala Land representatives assisted them during the recent 
“Best of the House” weekend market open house. 


ed community from the start Ay- 
ala Land carefully mapped out the 
place to have a retail area, which 
will support the community. Day 
to day needs will be addressed 
with convenience stores, fruit 
stands, a bank, clinics, beauty par- 
lors and a school supply store. 


Shopping, dining 

The village retail area, accord- 
ing to Bisnar, will be a convenient 
and accessible shopping and dir 
ing destination for homeownes 
with urgent requirements. 

Relates Bisnar: “AS more resi- 
dents come in, we can expect the 
Wiestgrove Plaza to offer more va- 
riery. For example, with the cur- 
rent number of residents, one 
food outlet is enough. In the fu- 
ture, more food outlets and ser- 
vices will be added accordingly” 


Great finds 

He adds that the recent week- 
end market event is aimed at 
making residents aware of great 
finds at close proximity and at 


reasonable prices—a precursorto 
the much-anticipated new estab- 
lishment. 

‘The event was made successful 
with the participation of hand- 
picked merchants selling some of 
the best products from the south, 
‘These include Ibrahim Jewelry 
(ethnic beadworks), Pineapple 
Queen (various pineapple prod- 
ucts), Colette's Buko Pie (native 
pastries and sweets), Aliw-Alexis 
Farms Inc. (nut products), 
Gourmet Farms Inc. (coffee and 
other beverages), Flower Box 
(decorative flowering plants), 
Paddy's Basket (potted plants) 
and HM Trading (pesticides and 
insecticides). 

‘Ayala Westgrove Heights is a 
haven for urbanites seeking a 
clean and secure living environ- 
ment amid the hills and groves. 
For further details on the prime 
subdivision or future events, 
please call 848-5000, log on to 
wwwayalaland.com.ph, or e- 
mail ayala-sales@ayala- 
Jand.com.ph. 


Excavation on West Parc’s Alder completed 


FILINVEST Alabang Ine. has com- 
pleted the excavation work of the 
Alder building, the first building 
of its two-phase, seven-tower 
West Pare project. 

Located in Filinvest Alabang's 
1.1-hectare property at the West 
Gate Complex of the Filinvest 
Corporate City in Alabang, West 
Parc targets first-time condo unit 
buyers in the mid-range market 
within the southern Metro Mani: 
Ja-Cavite-Laguna-Batangas ar- 
eas, Named after popular tree 
species, the Alder, Birch and 
Cedar buildings will comprise the 
first phase of development. Each 
tower offers a total of 119 units, 


Affordable investment 

West Pare is an affordable in- 
vestment with studio units going 
for as low as P10,500 per month 
‘The project is located a few me 
ters away from the Alabang-Za 
pote Road, and is in close proxim- 


ity to existing developments such 
as the Festival Supermall, PriceS- 
mart, Alabang Town Center and 
the Northgate Cyberzone. 

Each building of the Phase 1 de- 
velopment will have seven floors 
with bi-level units for studios and 


‘THE LIVING room in West Parc’s model unit in Alabang 


two- or three-bedroom units, all 
designed with space flexibility in 
mind. The ground floor of each 
building will have spaces for com- 
mercial establishments such as 
coffee shops and restaurants, and 
will have facilities such as a gym 


oon 


à 


anid day-care center, 

‘Amenities like a lap pool, land- 
scaped gardens, a children’s pool 
and playground keep residents fit 
and their kids busy and happy. 
For entertaining, there's a func- 
tion room and a cabana for out- 
door barbecues. 


Well-appointed units 

The condominium offers well- 
appointed units to match every 
lifestyle. Studio units for single, 
young, urban professionals are 
available. For newlyweds as well 
as growing families, the towers 
have two-bedroom’ and three- 
bedroom units. 

Retired couples who want to 
enjoy their golden years togeth- 
er in a smaller, more manage 
able household will find West 
Pare ideal. For added flexibility, 
adjacent units can be combined 
for people who prefer a more 
spacious home. 


necessary conveniences, is an ideal setting for creating heartwarming 


family feasts and impressive soci 


guests or creating wonderful 
family moments. The kitchen, 
spaciously designed to house all 
the necessary conveniences, is an 
ideal setting for creating heart- 
warming family feasts and im- 
pressive social dinners. 

The bedrooms have a grand 
view, since each one is located in 
the upper floor. Each bedroom is 
festooned with balconies, grant- 
ing inhabitants the experience of 
breathing in the fresh and sweet 
smell of pine trees. The master's 
bedroom draws a portrait of ut- 
most style with its sleek reviving 
interiors and toilet and bath cum 
walk-in closet. The pitched roof 
of each Quadrille unit allows the 


homeowner to construct an attic 
for supplementary space. 


‘Great room’ concept 

The Swiss Quadrilles takes on 
the "great room” concept with 
four residential Quadrille units 
per cluster, instead of building * 
terrain consuming single-de- 
tached structures, allowing a 
plethora of outdoor space. Every 
resident is granted with utmost 
privacy and seclusion, with every 
unit's two common walls out of 
four per Quadrille. 

Future homeowners can 
choose from two types of Swiss 
Quadrille units being offered. 
Both hold equal extravagant ar- 
chitecture, the first with two bed- 
rooms, with approximately 135 
square meters of floor space, and 
the. other with three bedrooms, 
with about 165 sq m of floor area 
and priced at P6 to P8.S million. 

Brittany considers future resi- 
dents who want other options, 
thus, CrossWinds also offer indi- 
vidual lots, ranging from 450 to 
more than 1,000 sq m. 

Jing Serrano, Britany presi- 
dent and general manager, noted 
that the first phase of the Swiss 
Quadrilles has been sold out. The 
second phase, called Quadrille 
Rise, is now open to buyers. 

The Quadrilles’ architectural 
design is rendered by Recio + 
Casas while the model interiors 
are designed by the fitting tan- 
dem of sisters Ivy and Cynthia Al- 
mario. 

Property previews of the 
Quadrilles may be arranged by 
calling CrossWinds at 850-6986, 


850-2868 and 850-3084. 


FULL-BLAST CONSTRUCTION 

Construction of CCP food and entertainment center goes full 
swing. Soon to be completedis the construction on Blocks I and 
2of the Harbour View Square, which will become the country's 
version of San Francisco's Fisherman's Wharf and will have an 
ample view of the famous Manila Bay and its sunset. The 
‘complex, which will be completed by yearend 2004, will 
transform the CCP area into a major destination. Viewing the 
‘schematics are senior project manager of EPC Contractor, 
Asiakonstrukt, engineer Joseph Lopez, and architect Eugene 
Lejano of Meedson Properties Corp, 


Solid Cement ... 


From page C4 


follow specifications of the Amer- 
ican Society for Testing and Mate- 
rials. These were thoroughly 
checked by ASTM representa- 
tives, earning for the laboratory 
an ISO 17025 certification in the 
ids of chemical testing and 
construction materials testing. 

‘Together with SCC quality con- 
trol manager Francisco Valdez 
and analyst Demetrius Yambot, 
Castro demonstrated to journal- 
ists how a three-day concrete 
block sample of their popular Is- 
Jand Cement brand is tested with 
a cement compression tester used 
by the testing laboratory. 

Like a two-sided hydraulic 
jack, the compression testing ma- 
chine pressed on the block while 
its LCD display counted up the 
pressure being applied until it 
stopped a few seconds later and 
the words “fracture detected” 
flashed on sereen. This showed 
that the sample block fractured 
22.3 MPa, way above the interna- 
tional standard of 12.6 MPa. As 


indicated by its quality tags, the 
compression tester is regularly 
calibrated by Setsco, a Singapore- 
based organization. 


Mineral composition 

Beyond keeping with interna- 
tionally accepted standards, Sol- 
id Cement has also set up a mi 
‘croscopy laboratory in is testing 
Center. Because of ts high-invest 
mene cost, such a lab is normally 
installed in the research and de 
velopment facilities of other ce- 
ment companies for occasional 
use in their product develop- 
ment. In SCC, however, it is de- 
ployed for full service daily as 
Part ofits quality control. 

“The microscopy lab is made up 
ofa high-powered microscope at- 
tached to electronic video equip- 

t. Here the SCC scientists can 
clearly see the mineral composi 
tion of the Clinker—the lime 
stone, silica and pyrite mix 
Cooked in 1,500 degrees Celsius 
also known 'as the base product 
from which cement is made. 
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De Castro to cite new thrusts to lick homelessness 


VICE President Noli de Castro is ex- 
pected to discuss new thrusts in the 
government's housing program for the 
country’s homeless and forge a closer 
partnership with the private industry 0 
boost housing production in his 
keynote address before the joint annual 
national convention of the Chamber of 
Real Estate and Builders Associations 
(Creba) and the Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council 
(HUDCC). The convention will beheld 
at the Boracay Regency Beach Resort in 
Malay, Aklan City on Oct. 21-23. 

‘The Vice President is concurrently 
chair of the HUDCG, the top body 
overseeing the housing program. 
Convention theme is “Creba-HUDCC: 
Pursuing Global Business Opportuni- 
ties" to increase housing productior 
open more employment opportuni- 
ties and boost the national economy. 


Mindoro) will discuss congressional 
initiatives in housing during the ensu- 
ing business session. At the opening of 
the convention proper, HUDCC Ün- 
dersecretary Armando de Castro and 
Soliven will give the opening remarks. 

Speakers and their topics during 
business sessions are Gov. Armin 
Raquel-Santos, chief operations offi- 
cer, Philippine Leisure and Retirement 
Authority, PLRA thrusts and accom- 
plishments; and Raju Shahani, presi- 
dent and general manager, RCI Asia, 
“Resort Properties and Vacation Own- 
ership"; Emeterio Jun” Gonzales, VP- 
International Group Operations, Home 
Development Mutual Fund (Pag-Ibig 
Fund), “Global Marketing of Philippine 
Properties”; and Dr. Jaime A. Cura, VP- 
marketing, Creba-GSI Inc., “e-Creba 
Internet Portal"; and Aklan Gov. Carlito 
S. Marquez, prospects of real estate de- 
velopment in the province. 


Socialized housing projects 

On the first convention day, the Cre- 
ba Social Housing Foundation Inc. and 
the Department of Interior and Local 
Government will tackle socialized 
housing projects for local government 
units (LGUs). Discussing guidelines on 
Socialized housing development in ev- 


DECASTRO 


dent, National Home Mortgage Financ- 
ing Corp; Federico A. Laxa, general 
‘manager, National Housing Authority; 
and lawyer Romulo Q. Fabul, commis- 
sioner-CEO, Housing and Land Use 
Regulatory Board. This was announced 
by Creba national president Purita R. 
Soliven and VP for chapter affairs Aveli- 
na B Acuña, overall convention chair. 
‘Congressmen Eduardo C. Zialcita, 
chair, House committee on housing, 
and ‘Rodolfo G. Valencia (Oriental 


Dialogue 

Soon after his speech, industry sec- 
tor members will hold a dialogue with 
heads of govemment housing agencies, 
lawyer Romero FS. Quimbo, president, 
Home. Development Mutual Fund 
(Pag-Ibig Fund); Gonzalo B.A. Bon- 
golan, president, Home Guaranty 
Corp.; Celso delos Angeles Jr, presi- 


ARCHITECT'S perspective of Subic Holiday Villas, the model retirement village 


Retirement village to boost 
Subic-Clark int'l service 


MORE tourists and investors from oth- 
er Asian countries, the United States, 
Canada and Europe are expected 10 
flock to Subic in Olongapo, Zambales 
within the next six years as the new Ar- 
Toyo administration tums the Subic- 
Clark corridor into the most competi- 
tive international service and logistic 
center in the Southeast Asian region. 
‘This will be made possible by the com- 
pletion of five vital projects: the Dios- 
dado Macapagal Intemational Airport, 
the Subic container port, the Subic- 
Clark toll road, the modern North rail 
way and the North Luzon Expressway. 
Expected to boost the corridors in- 
ternational service is the construction 
of Subic Holiday Villas (SHV), a 
leisure and residential project located 
at the Subic Freeport Zone. The pro- 
ject includes a retirement village with 
state-of-the-art facilities, elinic/emer- 
gency room, care-giving services as 
‘well as.a high level of security. 


well-preserved environment. There will 
be seven clusters of three-story Mediter- 
ranean-inspired buildings with two- to 
three-bedroom units and studio units. 

‘Apart from a medical elinie with an 
emergency room, other features and 
amenities are sports and physical fit- 
ness centers, sauna with therapeutic 
treatment, restaurant and dining ar- 
eas, a pharmacy and convenience 
stores, a tropical swimming pool, a 
‘wading pool and a mini theater. 

“The project is accredited by the 
Philippine Leisure and Retirement 
‘Authority (PLRA). This means that a 
foreigner who acquires a unit can be 
entitled to a permanent resident visa 
to the Philippines. 

Completion of the first three build. 
ings by January 2006 and the four 
other structures by 2008 are stipulat- 
ed under an agreement between Star- 
land Properties Inc. (SPI), project 
‘owner-developer, and the Subic Bay 
Management Authority ( SBMA ). 


project; architect Henry Steve R. Olo- 
nan, managing partner of E.O. Olonan 
and Associates, architects and design- 
ers of the project; Jose A. Pobocan, SPI 
president, and Editha L. Manansala, 
president of Starland Realty Marketing 
Inc. (SRMI), SHV's marketing arm. 
Marketing offices are located at Suite 
305, Xavierville Square Condominiu 
#38 Xaviervlle Avenue, Loyola Heights, 
‘Quezon Ci, with Tel. No. 929-6034. 


‘Good investment 

Unit owners find the project a good 
investment as the units are reasonably 
priced (minimum of $39,750 for a 36- 
Square-meter studio unit and maxi- 
mum of $79,500 for a 72sq-m two- 
bedroom unit). Payment terms are 
exible: 10, 20 and 30 percent down 
payments are payable in two years 
with no interest; the balance can be 
settled within a maximum period of 
five years at competitive interest rates. 

Unit owners get their money's worth 
as they enjoy using the villas during 
the amontzation period. As a bonus, 
the first 100 buyers will each be given 
a free timeshare unit at SHV's Villa En- 
rique which is accredited by the Resort 
Condominium Intemational (RCI). 


Model retirement community 

Subic Holiday Villas is fast shaping 
intoa model retirement community Lo- 
cated near che George Dewey Conven- 
tion Center in Lower Kalayaan, ir oceu- 
pies four hectares of prime land in a 


People heading the project 

At the helm of the project are archi- 
tect Enrique O. Olonan, chair of SPI 
and Specified Contractors Develop- 
ment Ine, general contractor for the 
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ery city and municipality will be Rosemarie C. 
Basa, CSHFI chair CSHFI president Efren 
“Choy” Alas and former CSHFI president 
Demetrio L. Posadas will speak on the various 
aspects of local housing projects. 

‘Other first-day speakers are HUDCC Direc- 
Jeanette Cruz, “Initiating LGU Ho 
Projects"; Jaime Fabiana, Pag-Ibig Fund 
deputy executive officer and executive vice 
president, “Getting Approval for Pag-big 
Fund Housing Loans”; and Margarito Teves, 
Landbank president, “Guidelines in Issuance 
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Solid Surface 


Head Office: Unit 514 Future Point Condominium, 
112 Panay Avenue, Quezon City, 

4103 Metro Manila, Philippines 

Tel. Wo: (632) 410-3110, 10-3111 

Telefax No: (632) 374-8733 


‘Showroom addres 
Cor EDSA, Makati Ciy, Pip 
Tel. No: (632 


ofLetters of Credit Using Internal Revenue Al- 
Jocation (IRA) as Collateral.” 

‘The CSHFI, HUDCC and the DILG convened 
last July a successful LGU social housing confer- 
ence to promote affordable housing in local com- 
munities. Again, all city and town mayors and 
vice mayors have been invited and are expected 
to attend the October convention, especially 
those with housing programs for their localities. 
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First in the Philippines to be 
accredited by 
International Solid Surface 
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gains int'l recognition 


INTERNATIONAL quality standards of the cement used, three blocks are test is done to determine cement 
set for cement products have become made of each sample and allowed to quality, the testing laboratory must be 
so stringent that cement companies dry at three different days: three properly equipped and consistent in 
‘worldwide have to invest in modem days, seven days and 28 days. its materials and application to en- 
testing and laboratory facilities to Eachoneis put under the compres- sure that the only variable is the ce- 
keepin pace. sion test on their respective due date ment itself. It is in SCC's adherence to 
In the Philippines, modernization of where the pressure in Mega Pascals this strict standard that its testing lab- 
lab facilities has reached the point (or MPa, the English measure equiva- oratory is only one of two in the cou 
where the plant of Solid CementCorp. lent of which is pounds per square try that is accredited by the Austral 
plant in Antipolo, Rizal, now enjoys inch) is measured until they crack. Al- based National Association of Testing 
certification from the top laboratory so each one has a benchmark mea- Authorities (Nata). The other is the 
accrediting bodies inthe world. surement that is internationally ac APO, Cement esting lab in Cebu 
ž Á cepted so the sample blocks mustsur- which is also a unit of Cemex. 
Testing cement quality Pass these measurements to be certi- ` Castro pointed out that to keep all 
pp he key test for cement quality is fied as qualiy cement. materials constant, the SCC used only 
compressive test where a small, distilled water to mix the cement to 
solid concrete block is compressed by Adherence to standards make the concrete block samples. Al- 
a special machine until a fracture is According to Laura Castro, SCC so all materials and lab equipment 
detected. To determine the strength quality and export manager, since the SOUD/C2 


SOLID Cement Corp.'s quality and export manager Laura Castro and quality control 
manager demonstrate how a three-day cement block sample is tested with alate model 
Cement Compression Tester. 


Mix or get mixed 


19th Technical 
Symposium 
& Exhibition 


MANILA 2004 


November 23 - 27, 2004 
Westin Philippine Plaza 


It's the much anticipated event 
for ali shakers and movers of the cement industry 
in the Asia-Pacific Region. 
Everybody — from manufacturers to buyers, 
from suppliers to service providers — 
would be coming over, 
everybody wil gear up for new challenges, 
new discoveries, new technologies. 

You wouldn't want to miss a thing, 

Or you wil get mixed. 


To register, log on to: 
www. 19thAFCM-Manila.com 
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NEW access points near the new mallin 
Bonifacio Global City ensure that getting into 
and out of the new business district will be 
‘easy for shoppers and other visitors. 
‘Currently, the Global City offers seven access 
routes. 


3 interchanges 
to Bonifacio 
Global City soon 
to be completed 


METRO Manila will soon benefit from the 
completion of another new interchange along 
C-5. The interchange offers to residents of 
Quezon City, Makati, Pasig, Mandaluyong, 
Taguig, Parañaque and Southern Metro Mani- 
Ia additional access to Bonifacio Global City 
and its anchor developments. 

“Two access ramps at the Sampaguita inter- 
change along C-5 Road will open in the next 
few weeks in anticipation of increased vehic- 
ular traffic to and from Market! Markel, Ay- 
ala Land's newest mall at the rising business 
district. Aside from the Sampaguita access 
route, the Upper East Gate is partly open. A 
third route, the Lower East Gate, will be built 
inthe next two years. 

Also in the masterplan for Bonifacio Global 
City is a public utility vehicle terminal within 
the Marker! Market! premises. 


Vital infrastructure 

In anticipation of future commercial devel- 
‘opment in the area, Bonifacio Global City is 
setting up vital infrastructure even before 
much of the development happens, according 
to its planners. The new infrastructure im- 
proves access to the area and is likely to at- 
tract more offices and business to set up shop 
there, observes urban planner Art Corpuz. 

Entry and exit points are crucial for a rising 
central business district like Bonifacio Global 
Ciy. They encourage shoppers and visitors 
from the northern, eastern and southern parts 
of Metro Manila to visit the area. Especially in 
urban areas, Corpuz notes, “proximity is not 
measured in terms of actual straight-line dis- 
tances it is effective travel distance that takes 
into account travel time and ease of entry and 
exit that matters.” 

Bad access decreases the desirability of of- 
fices and stores to locate in any area while 
the reverse is true, points out Salvador Tan, 
Bonifacio Global City consultant for trans- 
portation planning. Good access translates 
into good business and eventually good land 
values, he says 


Access points 

Two of Bonifacio Global City's access 
points Sampaguita, Gate and Upper East 
Gate--are very near Marke! Market! In addi- 
tion, there are five other access points: North 
Gate, Mekinley Road, the Kalayaan Flyover, 
the South Gate and the Lower East Gate. 

“Apart from the construction ofthe ramps at 
the Sampaguita imerchange, the Bases Con 
version Development Authority (BCDA) is 
Widening the Sampaguita bridge by one raf 
fic lane. 

“The project was started in May and will be 
completed in November A covered path on 
the northern side of the bridge under con- 
struction will provide commuters shelter 
from rain and sun 

No other development has this much infas 
tructure being built to prepare it for commer. 
ial development, noves Tn. He foresees that 
Bonifacio Global Cty is likely to evolve into a 
cosmopolitan cener similar 0 international 
Shes because of its progressive planning. 
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What makes food fattening? 


chocolate bar weighing 1.5 oz contains 
220 calories, and a small croissant of 2 oz 


N THE "70s, rice was considered “fatten- 
T because the favored diet then was 

the Atkins. In the late '80s up to the late 
70s, rice became “non-fattening” because 
low-fat diets were all the rage. 

Now, rice is “fattening” once again, as 
Atkins, South Beach and other low-carbo- 
hydrate diets have become increasingly 
popular. 

Šo is rice fattening or not? For that mat- 
ter, what makes food fattening or not fat- 
tening? 


Weight-to-calorie ratio 

“Tufts University says one way to deter- 
mine this is through the weight-to-calorie 
ratio. If two types of food with different 
‘weights have the same amount of calories, 
the food that is lighter in weight is more fat- 
tening than the one that weighs more, be 
cause you will stop eating the heavier food 
Sooner than the other one 

For example, a cup of rice weighs about 
5 oz and has about 220 calories, while six 
crackers weigh 1.75 oz and have 240 calo- 
ties. The rice will be less fattening be- 
cause 1 cup will fill you up faster than six 
crackers. 

But if you compare a cup of rice to a cup 
ofkangkong or spinach, which weighs 6 oz 
but with only 42 calories, the rie is more 
fattening. 


Heavy weight-low calories 

A University of New Zealand study and 
several others found that people tended to 
teat the same weight of fod daily, regardless 
ofthe calories they contained. The stomach 
seems to have an internal scale with a pre- 


ERCISE OF THE WEEK 


WELL AND 
GooD 


has 230 calories. 
Volumetrics 


low-energy density 


Tina Juan 
amount of calories 


usually contains high amounts of water 
and fiber but low in fat. An example would 
be a medium-sized orange, with about 60 


determined weight that has to be reached 
for a person to be satisfied. 

If you are trying to lose weight, Tufts 
University suggests choosing food based 
on weight-to-calorie ratio. E 
weighs a lot but has few calories, and 
avoid what is light in weight but heavy in 
caloric value. 

Fruits and vegetables are big winners in 
the heavy weight-low calorie department. 
They are heavy because of fiber and water 
but do not have many calories. A cup'of 
cantaloupe or melon weighs 5.5 oz but on- 
ly has 56 calories. Four oz of potato chips 
has 608 calories. 


calories. 


serving of grapes is 1 


fore you are ful 
‘Compressed calories’ pannie aot 
are fattening 

The New Zealand University researchers 
say food that is lightweight but high in calo- 
zies is probably the worst if you are trying to 
Tose weight, “Compressed calories” put you 
in double jeopardy—you are still hungry, 
though you have more calories than you 
need 

‘Many processed snack foods are in this 
category. Most cookies weigh half an 
ounce but have 50 calories. Six cookies 
weigh only 3 oz but have 300 calories. A 


ach. 


V-sit 
with open 
legs 


THIS yoga and Pilates-in- 
spired exercise strengthens 
the abs and quadriceps (front 
of the thighs), as well as 
stretches the hamstrings 


(back of the thighs) and in- 
ner thighs. 


Equipment: 
Exercise mat 
Exercise technique 
1. Sit with your back straight, feet 

together, knees bent and open. Hold 

behind the thighs or the back of the 
ankles. 

2. Lean back and balance on but- 
tocks. Lift your feet off the floor. 

3. Contract muscles in the front of 
the thighs as you straighten your legs 
oneata time. 

4, Alternately bend and straighten 
legs for the desired number of repeti- 
tions. 

Performance tips: 

1. Ideally, both your back and your 
legs should be straight as you perform 
this exercise in the Vsit position. If 
you can't do both, emphasize a 
straight back instead of straight legs. 
‘Avoid rounding your back to achieve 
straighter legs. 

2. A harder option is to bend and 
straighten both legs. 

Repetitions: 

Do ive to 10 repetitions. 


LOOK GOOD, - 
FEEL GOOD! 
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Food that is bulky but low in calories is a 


A high-energy density food has a lot of 
calories in a small serving. It usually has 
less water, lower fiber content and more 
fat. An example is a tablespoon of mayon- | 
naise, with about 100 calories. 

In her book, “Volumetrics,” Prof. Barbara 
Rolls of Penn State University compares 
raisins and grapes to better explain the en- 
ergy density concept. A 100-calorie serving 
of raisins is % of a cup, while a 100-calorie 


are light, you tend to eat more of them be- 


calories in 10 jellybeans (100 calories), 
you have to eat two cups of strawberries. A 
Cup of strawberries is already quite filling 
(GO calories), but 10jellybeans won't even 
makea dent in your stomach. 

Ten pieces of Hershey's Kisses has 250 
calories, just like an 8-oz glass of choco- 
late milk. But the chocolate milk will satis- 
fy your craving and also fill up your stom- 


If you are trying to lose weight, 
eat food that weighs a lot but 
has few calories 


food. It has a small 
in a large serving. It 


2/3 cups. Since raisins 


the same amount of 
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Herbal Slimming Tea 
for Men 


male body in good health and in great shape, lts combined 
ingredients like Cassia Obfusfolia, Chrysanthemum leaves, 
nd 3 different Camellia sien help incleansing the body 
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NEWLY adopted islander Gigi Li 
and Leonard Tirol of White 


House Resort 


CELEBRATOR Mike Sandro Rieta with business partner and super 


pal Louie Cruz 


A birthday bash 


in paradise 


T'S de rigueur these days to celebrate 
[sitters re te 
and even a wedding on the exotic isle of 
Boracay, palanggas. 1f God gave Americans 
Hawaii and the Grand Canyon, He gifted the 
Philippines with the clear, pristine sands of 
Boracay, definitely our paradise on earth. 

Well-liked and trés 
popular Mike Sandro 
Rieta, super success- 
ful owner of Me San- 
dro Bistro, one of the 
Top 10 restaurants in 
Boracay, celebrated 
his 33rd birthday with 
life-long partner, man 
of the world Louie 
Cruz. 

Louie C, one of 
Manille's top publi 
cists, gamely cooked 
14 yummy dishes, in- 
cluding three kinds of 
perfectly done al 
deme Risoto; all-time 
favorite mechado; 
fresh seafood lumpia: 
the popular to-die-for 
binagoongan, gently 
simmered in young coconut; fresh fat oysters; 
pinakbet; kare-kare; and king crabs, also 
cooked three different ways. 

The gastronomic feast was especially pre- 
pared for 70 chosen invitees who flew in from 
Manille, Hong Kong, Milan and even Florida, 
for Sandro's extra-special, fantastic three-day 
birthday bash. 

Hot-hot invitees included American couple 
Steve and Ana Zafir; and Rony Rogoff, the 
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SUPER presenters: Head Zone's Sol Salao 
and drop-dead handsome Jake Roxas 


PEPSI'S gang of three: Raymond Mabasa, 
marketing manager for flavors; Gino Cruz, 
BBDO and Guerrero-Ortega account 
manager, and image model Celine Lopez 


ke. 
Francis Cabafal 


pajar 


HEADTURNERS Doray Cortez and Kat 
Sandejas 


j 
I 


WE love Boracay. Internationally renowned 
violinist Rony Rogoff and wife, multi-awarded 
movie and TV star Cherie Gil Rogoff 


international violinist, with his gorgeous 
wife, multi-awarded actress Cherie Gil. On 
Sandro's request, Cherie sang the theme song 
of the movie “Bituing Walang Ningning” to 
everyone's delight. Butch Zafarti and dynam- 
ic Carina Cruz, top television producers, 
breezed in with their debutante daughu 
Paula, and pretty, pretty cousin, Ava Araw. 

Most of us were billeted in my favorite re- 
sort, the renowned Pearl of the Pacific no 
‘where the young, brilliant southern belle Rita 
‘Sanson is “princess.” Boracay residents, led 
by Taj Tajaniangit; Bert Mamisao, president 
of Seraph Resort; Paul Sanchez of Pier 1 and 
his pal, Gerard “Chubby” Sanchez; Mike La- 
batiao of the most popular dive center in the 
Visayas, the Red Coral; vivacious Louisa Lee 
of the super popular Jude, drank red wine 
and toasted with champagne from the well- 
stocked Ralph's Liquor Store, a skip and hop 
away from Me Sandro Resto at D'Mal 

Rains fell now and then, making the 
‘evening refreshingly cool. Guests enthusiasti- 
cally sang, “Raindrops Keep Falling on My 
Head.” 

Me Sandro neighbors, old prints collector 
Joel Cruz and PJ Exconde of Bleuvert Bou- 


‘THE FANTASTIC Akafellas welcomes the invitees. 


HEY, it's us! Nenette Graf and 
Gerri Assis 


NO diving tonight. Seriol Machan, Red Coral's| 


SUPER eyecatcher ab 
at CAT eyes. Lina Basas 


Hope Floro 


tique, with island girl Sheila Bienvenida: Brit 
“pug” Bruce, and American Bulldog Dickies 
toasted Sandro, while biting into the superb, 
wwafer-hin pizzas. Everyone agreed that piz- 
zas served at Me Sandro can beat any other 
pizza anywhere. 

Gerri Asis and Nenette Graf were wild and 
slap-happy as they listened to Mari Nabour, the 
gifted sirena of Boracay who is stationed in 
Cologne, Germany, sing numbers from 
“Cabarer,” à la Barbra Streisand. Marriageable 
bachelor Tito Manapat of Merchants Bank, 
‘who jetted in from the island of Ibiza in Spain, 
chatted with fashion historian and Metro Maga- 
zine's favorite sylist, Larry Leviste. 

Most roving eyes were fixed on a table with 
deliciously seductive jetsetter beauties, like 
master diver Tet Lara, Hope Floro, Kat 
Sandejas and Doray Cortez. 

Our pal Sandro’s birthday was made so 
memorable by being held in Boracay, his 
home away from home. 

Louie Cruz, in his short welcome speech, 
said, “On an island one is free from the stress 
of obsessive-compulsive Manila. You let your 
hair down, dig your feet into the virgin white 
sand and have an overdose of pure salty oxy- 
gen. Sounds of the waves splashing on the 
shore make us all children again. We are 
transported to a happiness we thought we 
had lost but was really always there for all of 
us to share. That is the siren song, allure and 
mystery that is Boracay 

With a smile, I thought to myself—Louie is 
so right, palanggas. 


Corn-y affair 
The Glorietta Activity Center was the 
venue for recent celebrity-spotting, although 
the real star of the Show was a kernel of corn. 
Decada marked the 10th anniversary ofthe 
now popular Taters Enterprises Ine. It was an 


a 
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AMERICAN couple Anna and 
Stove Zafir jetted in for the 
party. 


Zafar 
their point. 


awesome display of the super success and 
growth of the store carrying everyone's fa 
vorite _nibbles—popcom, peanuts and 
fries—that is now a multi-branch, multi- 
brand leader in entertainment fastfood, 
palanggas. 

The Decada Awards was the night's high- 
light, with no less than 10 outstanding mag- 
num business partners as the dazzling stars 
playing supporting roles. 

Celebrity spotting went full-scale right 
from the start, dahlings, as glamorous re- 
Porter, Lily Chu, worked the crowd with her 
camera and microphone. Eye-catching hosts 
Sarah Meier and Tim Yap provided a lot of 
glitz, wearing different clothes every time 
they appeared on stage. 

‘The award show's entertainment included 
a surprise intermission number by the Black- 
Eyed Peas. Everyone grooved to the tune of 
“Let's Get it Started.” The band turned out to 
be Peas impersonators. Pity! 

But the star of the night was the Customer 
of the Decade, 12-year-old Nicholas Andrew 
“Nicky” Price. 

Naturellement, the  mostawaited 
awardees were the Hollywood stars, whose 
films meant long queues of Taters customers 
buying munchies in untold amounts, The 
stars were represented by fantastic imperson- 
ators. 

“The audience included the Miss for all sea- 
sons, brilliant columnist and fashionable doll, 
my palangga, Celine Lopez; Pepsi's Felix Yu; 
Nestlé's Manny Paroco; Ayala Land's CJ Je- 
sena; Myrna Fernandez; Cathy Bengzon, 
and simpatico Javi Hernandez; Ayala Cine- 
ma's Raffy Prats; Warner Brothers’ Francis 
Soliven; MTV's Mare Abaya; Centex’s Carol 
Atacador; Shu Uemura's Tina Tinio, hip PR 
GP Reyes, plus other personas too overex 
posed to be mentioned, dah 

Taters’ founder and president, Annie Tan- 
chanco, expressed her gratitude to everyone 
and the hope of a brighter future. “Decada is 
Taters then... now... and an optimistic there- 

The magnificent show and spectacular mu- 
sical finale was produced by Chimara's bril- 
liant, super talented JP Tanchanco. 

‘Thanks to their brilliant and creative mar- 
keting, the story of how a small corn kernel 
became what it is today after a Decada was 
colorfully told. 


‘THE LADY behind the whopping success of Tater 
with hotshot Tater follower Rep. Butz Aquino 


SHE'S my best pal. Chuchin 
ind Paula Araw prove 


LET'S party. Fun 
Patrick Higgins, top 
man of Bazura 


nei 

the 
night, talented Larry 
Leviste 


LIKE my dimples? A 
happy Gerard Red 


rs, Annie Tanchanco, 


TATERS Decada Award presenters: Segafredo’s Ernie Fajardo, Rafael PRESENTERS Bart Guingona and Audie 


Rosell and lya Villania 
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ALIYA Parcs and Angel Jacob 
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THE MAGNIFICENT show producer, 
Chimara’s JP Tanchanco, with guest 
Giselle Segovia 


Gemora 


THE BEAUTY ar 


‘Schwarzwalder 


nd brains behind the 


popular S2 Foods, Ana Ugarte, with 
mega restaurateur Peter Jentes of 
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HE HEATED arguments by readers 
I from several countries regarding the 
controversial photos of the Cottingley 
fairies I wrote about in my last two columns 
have once again brought to the forefront the 
ingrained bias of some people against para- 
normal and supernatural phenome: 

“The very mention of the topic makes some 
people cringe or raise skeptical eyebrows. 

A certain degree of skepticism is good and 
necessary in these cases because there is a 
very good chance we may be deceived or 
made fun of. But there must be some objec- 
tive or impartial criteria by which we can 
judge the authenticity or validity of an ex- 
traordinary event that may defy all known 
laws ofscience, logic and common sense. 

Thave often observed that people by and 
large are more easily persuaded to believe 
that a paranormal event is fraudulent or a 
product of deception rather than genuine, 
even before thoroughly investigating or ex- 
amining it, merely because the phenomenon, 
defies well established scientific explana. 
tion. 


Simpler explanation 

The more philosophical often quote Oc- 
cam’s Razor, which essentially states we 
should not explain an event by a higher or 
complicated principle if a lower and simple 
explanation will do. I agree completely. 

‘But sometimes our eagerness—or, perhaps 
stubbornness—to stick to conventional wis- 
donrand to what is familiar to us may lead us 
to the wrong conclusion and thereby impede 


What makes 
food fattening? 


From page DI 


Food preparation 

Cooking or preparation can make food 
fattening. Here are examples that all 
weigh 3.5 oz. Boiled potatoes have 62 
calories while French fries have 328 calo- 
ries. Boiled bananas have 159 calories 
while turon (wrapped, sugared and fried) 
has 259. Sardines in tomato sauce contain 
127 calories while those in oil have 372. 
Tuna flakes in brine have 95 calories while 
those in oil have 309. 


Liquid calories 
Rolls discovered that hunger and thirst 
were separate and distinet. Liquid (water 
or another beverage) will quench your 
thirst but will not satisfy your hunger. 
Milk-based drinks and those with some 
protein are the exception. They will help 
you feel full and eat less because milk 
turns into semi-sol- 
id in the stomach, 
while protein keeps 
you satisfied longer 
than fat or carbohy- 
rates 
Liquid calories in 
es 


soft drinks, com- 
mercial iced tea, 
lemonade mixes 


and fruit drinks (ar- 
tificially flavored, 
highly sweetened) 
are fattening. You 
will still eat the 
same amount of 
food if you drink a 
high-calorie bever- 
age with your meal. 


Intant vaccinatior 
Hepatitis B 


bom to Hepatitis 
not available, Ihe 
Refined carbo- 
hydrates 

When your blood 
sugar levels rise 
and fall quickly 
when eating a meal 
of refined pro- 
cessed carbohy- 
drates (having 
pancit and rice 


type B bacteria. 


At the ap 


days 10 4 months and the 3 


imerval, Between the 


months. On the 2 month, 
As primary immunization, 3 doses each a 
Vaccine given as preventive vaccination ag 
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Bias against paranormal phenomenon persists 
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Jaime T. Licauco 


scientific knowledge. Let me give a few ex- 
amples. 

In the local scene, one of the most contro- 
versial healing phenomena is psychic 
surgery, a type of faith healing traditionally 
practiced by Filipinos. Several investigators, 
both western and local, have declared the 
practice to be nothing more than sleight-of- 
hand or trickery. 


Televised confession 

‘One confessed former psychic surgeon, af- 
ter being converted to a religious sect, went 
on television to denounce all psychic surgery 
to be fake, and even demonstrated how he 
hid a small blade between his fingers to cut 
the flesh of patients 

‘Almost everybody believed him because 
he used to be a psychic surgeon. But in the 
same television program, several of his pa 
tients who have had tumors removed or dia- 
betes or paralysis cured, testified on how this 
person operated on them without pain, and 
they were cured, 

What are we to conclude, therefore? These 
are simply explained as “placebo effect” or 


“spontaneous remission of illness.” 


Scientifically proven 

1 have two pathological laboratory test re- 
sults of specimens taken out by two different 
healers from patients’ bodies. | was present 
during these two operations, and the speci- 
mens were examined by two highly respect- 
ed hospitals in the country. One isa lymph 
node adenoma excision done by healer Alex 
Orbito on a former officemate of mine at Fil- 
ipinas Synthetic Fiber Corp. The specimen 
was brought to the University of Santo Tomas 
Hospital for examination and was proved to 
be genuine, 

“The other specimen is a kidney stone re- 
‘moved through bare-hand psychic surgery by 
the late healer Benjie Balacano from a Spanish 
woman who was three months pregnant. Her 
husband and | were present during this opera- 
tion. The specimen that was taken out was sent 
to the Makati Medical Center and found to be 
“urate crystals,” a type of kidney stone. 

So even if all psychic surgery is declared to 
be completely fraudulent, 1 stand by these 
two cases as completely genuine because I 
have medical proof beyond reasonable 
doubt. Medical scientists must be able to ex- 
plain to me how these two healers were able 
to produce these two genuine specimens out 
of nowhere. 


E-mail reactions to this column to jlicau- 
co@edsamail.com.ph. Listen to my radio pro- 
gram, 7-8 p.m. every Sunday over dsMM at 
630 Khe on the AM radio band 
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Two cases of psychic surgery 
are completely genuine because 
Ihave medical proof beyond 
reasonable doubt 
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Promo gives salon discounts 


ACTIVE women perform several roles simul- 
taneously—wife, mother, friend and career 
woman. With the many demands on their 
time, their hands and feet often have to un- 
dergoa lot of “torture.” 

‘A healthy and radiant skin is essential to 
looking and feeling one’s best, and the hands 
and feet are as much in need of pampering as 
the rest of the body. 

Vaseline Lotion, the skin care specialist 
from Unilever, understands the many needs 
of a woman. With David's, the largest beauty 
salon chain in the country it has launched the 


P infected mothers, human Hepatitis BIG ( 
spatiis B vacci 


tibody) is 


The vaccine is given with an interval of 1 


mization of DPT provides combined protection against diphth 

ministered at least 4-6 weeks apart, Live attenuated oral poliomyelitis 
inst poliomyelitis with primary immunization of 3 doses of 2 drops cach 
orally. It is started 60 days after birth with the succeeding doses similar to DPY immunization. 


promo “Treats for your Hands and Feet 

Until Nov. 15, Vaseline Lotion invites wom- 
en to pamper themselves by purchasing a 100 
ml/200 mi of any of the following Vaseline lo- 
tion variants: Vaseline Deep Nourishing, Vase- 
line Moisture Soft, Vaseline Anti-Bacterial 


and Vaseline White and Clear lotion at any 
Watson's, Robinsons Supermarket and Big R 
branches. Every purchase entitles them to a 


25-percent discount for manicure, pedicure 
‘and foot spa at David's Salon, David's Day 


Spa, Red Salon, David's Prestige and Rever 


Salon. 


What is the routine schedule of immunization for infants? 
sins at birth with BCG, an attenuated sirain of M. Bows bacteria, to fight against pri 

ceine, also administered at birth up to 2 months, is given in 3 doses. The second dose is injected afler 30 

* dose 6 month alter the first shot, Booster dose is recommended every $ years, For infans 


the campaigns of the government, 


given within 12 hours after birth. this vaccine fs 


Followed by another dose a week after and 2 mone doses at 30 days to 4 month 
Weck to 2" month, Hib vaccine is recommended which protects against | emophils influent 
months completing 3 doses, with 1 booster dose 


ter 12 
ia, pertussis and tetanus. 


‘of 9 months, a single dose of measles vaccine is given As the baby grows older, that is 13°10 15° month, 
several vaccines are recommended, such as MMR (measles, mumps & German measles), Hepatitis A, Chicken Pox, 
Meningoccocus, Influenza, and Typhoid Fever. In case a scheduled dose is missed, it is not n 

series but completion of required doses is important 


sary to reintiate the 


the same meal), 
you tend to become 
hungry faster and 
eat more at your 
next meal. 

Thus, refined 
carbs can be regard: 
ed as fattening. Ide- 


Br Carmen ©, Custodio provides us wih this week's answer to our fealure question on the 
immunization schedule for infants. Or. Custodio is specializes in Pediatrics and has had more 
than 14 years of clinical experience, She halls fram the college of Mediene of Manila Central 
University and took her pediatric residency at Mary Chiles General Hospital. Members may 
visit her for their consultation needs at Room 8 of Sta, Teresita General Hospital, Mondays to 
Saturdays, from 10:30 AM to 4 PM. Sta, Teresita Hospital is located at corner D. Tuazon and 
N Roasa Sts.. Quezon City. 


ally, you should 
choose whole grain 
starchy carbs like 
brown rice, which 


BE HEARD AI 


has more nut 
re nutrients ame 
and fiber, takes | Prr 
longer to. digest, 


and doesn't raise 
your blood sugar 


him at inquiry@medicardp! 


MEDICard PHILIPPINES, 
‘TRUMKLINE! 887-2020 


ND BE READ, Write to DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA (clo TAKE CHARGE DOC!) or e-mail 
.com for inquiries on health matters. 

INC.: AF Gagtiaue Big., HV. dela Cosa Qt, Salcedo Vilage, Makati Ciy 1227 

FAX NO 604-0720, 810-9858 TEXT: Key in MEDICARD and send to 2344 (Globe and Touch 

(Smart and Tok N Tort) INOIVIOUALIPAMILY SALES: 618-2161 - | CORPORATE SALES: 648-6487 

EMAIL oqury@medcardphie.co; feacbeck@madcariphan com WEBSITE: ww mecicardphia com 


levels. 

Eat protein and 
plenty of vegeta 
bles with your 
starch to blunt the 
rise in blood sugar 
and to feel satisfied 
longer. 
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Art Contest 


‘Competitior 


jam - Spm) | 


‘October 9° 
by Mindwerks 
[oam = Sem 


October 10 


Puzzie Assembly Contest by 


Heavenly Stitchin’ Moments/ 


Puzzle Dazzie 
(ipm - Spm) 


October 16 


Scrapbooking Workshor 
PES B 


by 
tar 


(oam - 12nn) 
‘and 


“Little Ms. Festival” 
by A-Plus Chinese School 
(2pm - 5pm) 


October 17 
Globe Gizmo Day 
& “oress up like Bratz” 
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Fortified 


By Rowena C. Burgos 


HERE are many different milk brands 
in the market, with a range of health 
claims and benefits that may or may 

not be backed up by scientife research. Some 

consumers, in fact, have expressed concer at 
such claims on children's milk products. 

Due to the pressing need for such objec- 
tive, clinical evidence, New Zealand Milk 
funded and supported a study on the value of 
milk to children. The study shows that lead- 
ing childhood diseases like diarrhea and 
‘pneumonia can be prevented by feeding chil- 
dren milk fortified with a specific combina- 
tion of nutrients. 

‘The results of the trial were first unveiled 
during the World Congress of Pediatrie Gas- 
troenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition in 
July held in Paris. The research team was led 
by Prof, Sunil Sazawal, associate research 
professor at the Department of International 
Health, Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, USA, 
and director at the Center for Micronutrient 
Research, Annamalai University in India. 

“This isthe first time a study of this scale 
has been conducted to evaluate the effects of 
specific fortifications of milk on growth and 
morbidity in young children, The study is 
unique and important in two aspects. Firstiy, 
in terms of overall high-quality design, it sets 
new benchmarks for proving the health 
claims made on children’s milk. Secondly, it 
has provided clinical evidence that particular 
fortified milks can greatly impact on preven- 
tion of anemia, burden of common acute ill- 
nesses in childhood and their growth,” says 
Prof, Sazawal, who's also an expert in child 
nutrition. 
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A study shows that leading 
childhood diseases can 

be prevented by feeding 
children milk enhanced 
with nutrients 


Research milestone 

Unlike most other trials of milk, explains 
Sazawal, the New Zealand Milk study ad- 
hered strictly to internationally accepted cri- 
teria used for rigorous clinical human health 
research trials. It was conducted on 636 chil- 
dren aged 12-36 months. 

‘The children were assigned randomly into 
two groups. Group 1 consisted of children 
who received Anchor 1+ with Nutri-care, 
milk fortified with Vitamins A, C, E and mi 
erals iron, zinc and selenium. Group 2 was 
made up of children who received the same 
milk but without Nutricare. The children 
‘consumed a minimum of two glasses of milk 
each day for 12 months. 

"The study was conducted on children from 
a lower middle-class residential area in 
Sangam Vihar, India, which hasa high level of 
literacy and employment. Only children who 
were healthy and had no chronic illnesses 
were enrolled in the study. 

But children who fell il during the trial 
were given access to a free medical clinic run 
by experienced doctors, and the children 
were treated with suitable medication. An ex- 
ternal safety monitoring group was commis- 
sioned by New Zealand Milk to provide objec- 


milk is best for kids 


tive advice on issues of safety throughout the 
trial, ensuring that the children’s health and 
safety came first at all times. 


id, found that chil- 
dren who consumed Anchor 1+ with Nutri- 
care were significantly better protected 
against diarrhea and acute lower respirato- 
ry infections like pneumonia compared to 
children who consumed a milk powder con- 
taining natural levels of the same nutri- 
ents. 

‘According to the World Health Organiza- 
tion, diarrhea is a leading cause of sickness 
and’ death globally among children aged 2 
years and below. The disease causes excessive 
loss of water in children, resulting in dehydra- 
tion which may prove fatal. Loss of nutrients 
through diarrhea can also cause children to 
become weak and malnourished, affecting 
their physical growth and lowering their 
bodys resistance to diseases. 

‘Acute respiratory infection (ARI), which 
includes diseases such as pneumonia, is an- 
other leading cause of death worldwide in 
young children. In 2000, ARI killed approxi- 
‘mately 2 million children under the age of 5 
in developing countries alone. 

But the study showed that children con- 
suming Anchor 1+ with Nutri-care were 22 
percent better protected against diarrhea, 18 
percent better protected against acute lower 
respiratory infections and 32 percent better 
protected against severe respiratory infec- 
tions. g 

Anchor 1+ with Nutri-care was 3.42 times 
more effective in preventing the development 
of anemia. Children were better protected 
against the development of moderate anemia 
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ANCHOR I+ with Nutri-care is clinically proven to help improve 


heightand weight gains. 


by 74 percent and against the development of 
severe anemia by 87 percent. 

“Lack of any truly effective and affordable 
preventive vaccine, for both diarrhea and res- 
piratory infections, has aroused interest in 
food-based preventive interventions. In re- 
cent years, increasing recognition and evi- 
dence regarding essential vitamins and min- 
erals, as both preventive and therapeutic 
agents against infections, have made them a 
potential candidate for food-based preven- 
tion strategies,” says Sazawal. 

The New Zealand Milk findings, he says, 
supports the use of daily intake of milk with 
nutrient bundles of Nutri-care as a practical 
way of building natural defenses in kids, and 
preventing common but potentially lethal 
childhood diseases. 


Email the author at rburgos@inguir- 
excomph 
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Male grooming’s mythical five 


By Michael Dizon Garcia 
Contributor 


ASKILLFUL basketball player should be 
quick, sharp, smooth, solid and strong. 
So should a shaver be. 

‘But what has basketball got to do 
with shaving? Well, Gillette, the world 
leader in male grooming, recently in- 
troduced the Gillette Vector First Five. 
This new team of young endorsers is 
composed of former University Athletic 
Association of the Philippines (UAAP) 
and now Philippine Basketball Associa- 
tion (PBA) hotshots, namely Rich Al- 
varez, Wesley Gonzales, Enrico Vil- 
Janueva, Paul Artadi and James Yap. 

“Locally, Rich, Wesley, Enrico, Paul 
and James are considered the best a 
young athlete can be, and the best a 
man can get,” says Gillette business 
manager Ramon Alcasid. 

True enough, these five have already 
earned rare honors at such an early 
point in their careers. Former Ateneo 
Blue Eagle Alvarez was the PBA'S 2004 
first overall draft pick. UE Warrior Arta: 
di was the 2003 Championship 
League's MVR Blue Eagle Gonzales was 
the 2002 Championship Series MVP 
while teammate Villanueva was the 


Dont settle for ji 


‘THE AUTHOR with the Gillette Vector First Five: Wesley Gonzales, Paul Artadi, James Yap, Enrico Villanueva and Rich 


Alvarez 


regular season's MVE Warrior Yap later 
inherited Villanueva's MVP throne in 
UAAP’s 2003 season. 

The launching of the Vector First Five 
was held at the Gold's Gym in Glorietta 
3. After being introduced, the cagers 
participated in a pre-basketball training 
exercise. Coming to the gym unshaved, 
they were later led to the shaving sta- 
tions where they were shorn of their fa- 


cial shadows using the Vector twin- 
blade shaving system and other Gillette 
products. 

Alvarez had the thickest facial hair, 
so the crowd had fun watching him get 
shaved. Afterward, he had a delighted 
expression when he saw himself in the 
mirror, groomed. 

“Kailangan malinis ang itsura mo 
bago mag-basketball para maayos din 


Jt skin imperfections reveal your age. Now there's a treatment that can get rid of your freckles, 
sunspots, and spider veins without a trace. 3 


Facial Care Centre's IPL Photorejuvenation Treatment is a gentle, non-invasive: 
gat the entire face, neck, shoulders, back, arms, hands, and virtually. 


i: Call the Facial Care Centre professionals now for your FREE consuttation: 


CALL'892-SKIN (7546) __ 
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MAKATI 


QUEZON CITY 
‘Si Coase. 


BINONDO 


that can 

‘anywhere that sun 

[= or photoaging shows. So you'll have clear, flawless skin that belies your age. Without the sunibum- 
like appearance and long recovery periods, you'll certainly be amazed at the beautiful result! 


ang mindset mo habang naglalaro,” 
says Yap. To this, Artadi agrees. “Impor- 
tant sa mga fans namin na we look our 
best. 

Gonzales, who admits to enjoy chat- 
ting with a lot of people off the court, 
adds, “I like meeting new people and 
talking to everyone, so 1 always groom 
to look my best. After all, looks count, 
t00." 


Where Beautiful Skin Happens 
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The ‘ber’ 
months 
and arthritis 


A COMMON myth is that the so-called 
“ber” months (September, October, 
November and December) mean arthri- 
tis or rayuma will again make life diffi- 
cult for those who suffer from it. 

‘The myth has medical basis, says Dr. 
Juan Javier T. Lichauco of the Rheuma- 
tology Allergy and Immunology Center 
of St Luke's Medical Center, a diagnostic 
and treatment facility for the three ma- 
jor health problems. Lichauco says 
arthritic patients seem to suffer more 
pain during cold months because of the 
change in barometric pressure in the af- 
Picted joints. 

Dr, Lichauco, who says there are only 
65 rheumatologists in the country today, 
wants people to understand there are 
more than 100 types of arthritis and soft 
tissue rheumatism, 

Some are curable, some are not. A 
form of curable arthritis is gout, which is 
caused by an increase in uric acid. It can 
be prevented through proper medica- 
tion. 

Other problems include rheumatoid 
arthritis (RA), the most dreaded type 
due to its deforming and crippling con- 
sequences. Ir is common among middle- 
aged women. Affected areas like the 
shoulders, elbows, wrists, hands and 
knees can be inflamed all at the same 
time, with symptoms ranging from red- 
ness, swelling, pain and warmth. Inflam- 
mation is symmetric, with joints of both 
sides of the body affected. 

Dr. Lichauco says early diagnosis is 
the Key in preventing progression and | 
disability. Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis, | 
which affects children, can be very dis- 
abling. IF left untreated, it can stunt 
growth. 

As people advance in age, the most 
common type of arthritis is osteoarthri- 
tis. Overweight and certain types of indi- 
viduals may also develop itdue to thein- | 
creased load to their knee joints. The na- 
ture of their jobs, like athletes, can also 
make some persons vulnerable to this 
kindof problem. 

Cartilage breakdown from wear and 
tear is seen in osteoarthritis. It is charac- 
terized by bony enlargement of the af- 
fected joint. Like other forms of arthritis, 
it may hamper the daily activities of pa- 
tients 

‘Though there are medicines that can 
control and alter the course of arthritis, 
the most important thing to do is to con- 
sult first a rheumatologist to establish 
the presence of the disease. | 

Dr. Lichauco also advises arthritic pa- | 
tients to maintain an ideal body weight, | 
undergo some lifestyle , modification | 
and, most importantly, have some form | 
of low-impact exercise like swimming, Í 
biking (even stationary bikes will do) 
and brisk walking. 

Physical therapy is an important as- | 
pect of treating patients with arthritis. It | 
involves exercises to improve muscle | 
strength and procedures like ultrasound 
and paraffin wax to restore mobility. In 
severe cases, surgery is required to alle- 
vinte pain and improve function. 

Call St. Luke's Rheumatology, Aller- 
gology and Immunology Center at 
7230101 local 4725. 
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Text by Anne A. Jambora 


Photos by Betoy Johnson 
UMAN beings will survive 
weeks without food, a few 


H days without water, but on- 


ly minutes without air—oxygen, to 
be precise. But the air we breathe is 
now increasingly contaminated by 
toxins resulting from human activi- 
ties. 

From dust to cigarette smoke, car to factory 
emissions, paints to fabric chemicals, air con- 
ditioners to televisions, so much noxious 
waste gets into the ait we breathe. Even 
household necessities like floor wax and dis- 
infectants contribute tothe problem 

Ailments caused by air pollution are in- 
creasing 0 the demand for air purifiers îs ris- 
ing. Many air filtration products have been in- 
troduced into the market but it seems that the 
“rage” nowadays are ion-generating ma- 
chines. The machines work by producing a 
continuous flow of negative ions that charge 
and bind together airborne particles/aller- 
gens, causing them to fall to the ground in 
clumps 


Bacteria killer 

Dr. Albert P. Krueger, a microbiologist and 
experimental pathologist at the University of 
California in Berkeley, found that a small 
amount of negative ions could kill bacteria in 
the air, thus, preventing infection. 

“Negative ions mean fresh oxygen in your 
room,” says Ng Yan Peng, managing director 
of Glomedic Sdn. Bhd. in Kuala Lumpur 
Malaysia, Glomedic is the exclusive distribu 
tor of salt crystal lamps, natural air-ionizing 
products made of 100 percent solid crys 
talline sale that is supposed to be over 200 
million years ld. 

‘The crystalline salt, mined at more than 
2,600 ft in Asia and Europe, is said to be com- 
pletely safe for human consumption. (Table 
salt, bleached white, generally comes from 
thesea.) 

‘The concept of salt crystal lamps was in- 
spired by altemative medicine practices in 
Central and Eastern Europe and Russia called 
speleotherapy Patients with respiratory prob- 
Jems were treated by letting them breathe the 
damp, thick air in caves or salt mines for 
about three hours each visit for two to three 
months. 


Brisk sales 

While this ap- 
proach needs more 
scientific studies, 
salt crystal lamps 
have been selling 
like hot cakes in 
Malaysia since they 
were introduced two 
years ago. More than 
150,000 units have 
been sold so far to 
people who believe 


DAILY INQUIRER 


ARE the salt crystal lamps, said to 


their salt? 


Glomedie salt crystal lamps reduce many in- 
door air pollutants such as pet dander, hair- 
Spray, bacteria, mold spores, viruses, dust, 
Smoke, etc. 


Relief for aches, pains 

Ng says an environment with a healthy 
dose of negative ions can relieve people of al- 
lergies, asthma, sinusitis, hay fever and even 
migraine; and burn and postoperative pains. 
It also reduces susceptibility to colds and flu, 
and enhances the immune system, acceler- 
ates the blood's delivery of oxygen into the 
cells and tissues, increases alertness, work 
productivity and concentration; and im- 
proves the lungs’ capacity- 

Unfortunately, a typical urban setting gen- 
erates only 250-750 negative ions per cubic 
centimeter (cem). The minimal amount need- 
ed for optimum human functioning is about 
1,000/ccm. 

Exhaust from vehicles, including dust and 
soot, among other pollutants, either neutral- 
ize or positively charge the ions. Steel and 
concrete buildings, along with clothing, furni- 
ture covers, air conditioners, plastics, etc., ab- 
sorb negative ions, reducing their amount in- 
doors to less than 100/cem. 

“We live in an electrical world, with gad- 
gets like microwave, television, cell phones, 
computers, radios, ete. that produce positive 
fons. It is good to have the salt crystal lamp 
nearby to neutralize the electromagnetic radi- 
ation,” Ng says. The Glomedic salt crystal 
lamps, he adds, can increase the negative ions 


MARIE FRANCE BODY 


Children suffer 
in silence 


C-Lium © Fibre is 100% psyllium husks, a pre-need and 
multi tasking fiber which helps eliminate constipation, 
helps regulate the bowel movement, cleans the colon and 
intestine of waste and toxins helps reduce the risk of heart 
disease, helps remov cholesterol, 

is 4 natural fat absorber, 

helps reduce weight, helps 

control blood sugar and 

contributes to achieving 

well-being for the whole x 


they can help im- 
prove their lives be- 
‘cause of the negative 
ions they generate, 
the so-called “vita: 
minsin theair” 

Research seems to 
support the view that 
negative ions can im- 
prove not just peo- 
ple's physical health 
but their mood as 
well. It suggests that 
waterfalls, for in- 
stance, whose nega- 
tive ions count are 
among the highest at 
up to 100,000 per 
cubice centimeter, 
have a dramatic ef. 
fect on people's over- 
all well-being. A 
body of water, in 
fact, was established 
to have one of the 
highest ratio of nega- 
tive to positive ions. 

‘This may be why 
people like taking 
long showers—it 
makes them feel 
good. 

Negative ions are 
therapeutic partly 
because they kill 

a function 

to sterilizing 

the air. By continu 
ously emitting nega- 
tive ions, Ng says the 


family. 


C 
F 


GLYCEMIC INDEX (G) LOW 


€-Liume Fib, 


For a healthier stomach. 


jeve many illnesses, truly worth 


count by up to 300 percent. 

Ng says because of salt crystal lamps, he 
was able to stop taking medication for his si- 
nusitis after a month. It has been three years 
since he last took the pills. 


Therapeutic colors 

‘Salt crystal lamps are also useful in color 
therapy to enhance emotional well-being. Ng 
says people react differently to differ- 
ent colors: White creates a sense of 
peace, orange is good for de- 
stressing. Alllamps come in their <4 
natural color. “Our cells are ab 
sorbing these light waves to 
nourish our body,” Ng says. 

He adds that the lamp's ef- 
fect depends on how healthy a 
person is. Some people are 
severely allergic to or simply 
intolerant of chemicals so the 
results can be very dramatic. 
But even healthy people need 
negative ions. Ng says the hu- 
man body benefits from tak- 
ing in a lot of good, clean 

‘The Glomedic salt crystal 
lamp is low maintenance. 


‘For leedback, eal et tfetyle@ingurarcem ph 


Text us your feedback: 
inquirer ife rame/cty/messago to 
"207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


By emitting 
negative 
ions, salt 
crystals are 
supposed 
to make 
the air we 
breathe 
cleaner 


Just wipe it with a damp cloth to clean it, and 
remember to keep it plugged in 24 hours a 
day. (It hasa tiny 15-watt bulb that will not in- 
crease your monthly electric bill dramatical- 
Jy) As the bulb gets warmer, the salt crystals 
are heated and negative ions are released into 
theair. 

Since salt absorbs moisture, turing off the 
lamp for a long period can melt the entire 

lamp. To keep it dry when not in use, always 

wrap the lamp in plastic. 


: The Glomedic salt crystal 
Zs lamp is exclusively distributed 
ZE; À by Glomedic Phils. Ine. and is 
* i available at the Tomlinson Col- 
tection and Raffles Fine Arts, 
Jupiter Street, Bel-Air, Makati; 
Pineapple, G/F Greenbelt 3; 
Teo Espiñosa showroom, Palm 
Village, Makati; Artesian Wa- 
terworks, The Podium, Orti- 
gas Center; and Westin Sports 
Club and Spa. Call 523- 
4099. 


Email the author at 
ajambora@inquir- 
ercom.ph 


Banish the Bulges © 
Ceta Better Bo 


Frustrated with your old slimming methods? 
At Marie France, our treatments are safe, non- 
invasive, non-surgical, effortiess and best of all, they 
are proven to give you real fat loss. 


‘Among the slimming treatments that we offer: 
CaF 


Electrotipolysis - 
Anonenvasive tummy twck that 
reduces your “love handles" and 
“spare tire” in the tummy area for a 
flatter and firmer look. 


=~ 


Plasti Dermi Treatment - 
Marie France's “non-surgical 
liposudtion technology” for 
resculpung your body shape 


Endermologie - 

The FDAapproved treatment for 

reduang ihe orengepeel, dimpled 
appearance of celuite 


You can have a simmer, healthier, better body - The 
Marie France Body! Call us for a FREE Body Fat 
Analysis today. 


www mariefrance.com.ph, 
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BYBILLAMEND A.LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


MARVIN 


NEEDS ‘To BE PUT ON ACrUrr? 


Tis KIDI omar) DEFINITELY \g Ye (Tapos: WN TEON 
i 
PANT LON- CARB FORMULA PANTANG 
ATER 


So, Yov SAY EARL, SERER THERE'S NEVER 
-THATS A SHPoUT A PANCAKE 
FoR MAPLE SYROP/ AROUND WHEN 
You NEED ONE. 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


HeAH, 4eAH, YEAH. BUT 


THe Size oF A BEACH, AND iN |ISNTT Aour GeTTINGATAN || YoUKNOW WHAT? I Ncep 
A ocAcu Serrine too! BY mel AND GAINING weicuT--- Dip |\ MORE Coconurs 

lenn OF PHASE 3 T'LLGE , [You HEAR WHAT EuusT SAID? 

Fannen AND THRice. AS BiG! 


Horoscope BYJOMIKETEJIDO 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE BILIB Ako SA MGA MGA NAGLILINIS, -KAHIT HINDI KAYA Ako BILIB 
NG-o. NA TUMUTULONG NAGTUTURO, NAG- GANGON KA- SA KANILA- 

YOU BORN TODAY: You have a strong sense of justice and tair play, Wherever possible. youwilchampionthe SA PANGANGALAGA SA, p TAPARAM! NG ma Ané 
Auth. You are a networker extraordinaire, Eventhough you're fun-loving, you always pui ihe interest those NIKITI 
ou care about Before your own. You truly ike to benelt others. An important choice awaits you this year. KALIKASAN- ENDANGERED NA, p Éi 
inndate of Bob Geldot, rock musician: Kate Winslet, actress: Steve Miler, musigan. i} 


ARIES (March 21 1 GEMINI (May 21 to 
(ENS Aprii 19): Conversa- June 20): Thisisa LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
tions with others go ex- ‘wonderfully creative 22): You're definitely 


tremely well today. In day tor you. Do any- prepared to help others 
large measure, this is thing involving arts and today, especialy sib- 

because you feel empatheticand “crafts if possible. isalsoavery lings or a partner. You see that 

sympathetic with others right now. romantic, idealistic day for lovers. there's nothing wrong with meet- 


ing somebody halfway. 
TAURUS (April 20to CANCER (June 21 to =e BY DANIEL SHELTON 
o, 


May 20): You're pre Suly 22): A famiy R99 (Aug. 
pared ia help aco" member needs your FP Sept 22): You can't re- 
Morker today, You're Reip today Fortunate, sist spending money 
prepared todo this you're in the mood 1o on luxury ard some” ao eae 
Erenilitmeans speak- Sve twitnoo Rest thing gute wongertul Bs ne vende 
ing upto yourboss or otherau- tion. Youknow that it you were in today. It has your name on it! How- a JEANS. Nebih! 
thority figures. (Noble) thesamestuation,youwould ever some of you wil give money 
want somebody t0 eip you fainos who are needy and iess 
fortunae 
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16 Overand i SCORPIO (Oct. 2310 
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17 Not ofthis imagination is hot! You 
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gora perfect day to study art, 
e Recta Fengion, poetry. musie 
£5 Mar vom or anything spiritual 
87 Emaranens and philosophical tha! appeals to 
Sa Fran aly you You're interested in beauty 
9 Erich — Scruggs and mysticism no matter how 
Sron Bly 
70 Reg chap 
‘sound 20 Hemeting PISCES (Feb. 19to 
i kacu Pecks 32 Pamm ota paw Pea a 
Praen perfect day to escape, 
72 Guarana Somewhere. You dont 
7 Shee feo! much ke working. 
pee 5 Titeand Actually. nobody does. Kickback 
1 Ef f and relax if you can. 
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2 Sun put 
3 Fors 
$ Ment pans 
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LIFESTYLE 


Prescription for 
everyday wellness 


ere is a must-do day-to-day 
H lifestyle guide to help make - 


you healthier and happier. 
Ifyou follow this list, wellness (and 
all its aspects—diet, exercise, re- 
laxation) will no longer be a chore 
buta pleasure. 
Here is my wellness Rx. 


Things to remember 

e Before you begin, program your mind 
Wellness is not an inactive wort —it is a 
lifestyle. I is not something you look at from 
the outside, but emanates from the inside 
You cannot be well if you do not have the de- 
sire and discipline tobe well. 

© Love is the energy and force chat a well- 
ness enthusiast taps. ft begins with loving 
yourself—body, mind and spiri—though not 
gocentric in any way: Its philosophy is based 
none truth: “In order to have an endless sup- 
Ply to give others, love must have an endless 
Source and it begins wich the self” 


Daily 

Bring out your instinct for survival. Know 
thatevery thought in your mind, every morse 
of food you eat, every action you take has an 
effect (positive or negative) on the physical 
and non-physical in you. 

‘© Adopt this ritual: When you rise each 
morning, upon opening your eyes, imagine a 
radiant white light covering you as you de- 
clare: “I's a great/wondrous, miraculous 
day!" 

mile at yourself in the mirror. 

Take one glass of warm water mixed 
with 1 tbsp of apple cider vinegar or fresh 
Jemon juice on an empty stomach. 

© Shower, cleanse, moisturize. Use a light 
exfoliant daily on your face. 

© Wear sunblock (SPF 30). 

Breakfast on fresh fruits or unsweetened 
fruit juice (preferably fresh). Spend 10-15 
minutes on prayer/meditation, 

‘Have a bowl of hot, old-fashioned (big- 
grained) oatmeal or high fiber cereal mixed 
‘with non-fat, caleium-fortified milk like Nes- 
té Calcium Plus. Add honey, almond, wal- 
nuts, if you wish. 

‘# Snack on a fruit/power bar/granola bar 
or a slice of high fiber bread with tuna and 
light mayonnaise topping. 

Drink a glass of clean water every wak- 
{ng hour (minimum of 8 glasses). 

e Take a full glass of water 15 minutes be- 
fore a meal. (If you are on a weight loss pro- 
gram, take 1 tbsp of C-Lium fiber, available in 
Mercury Drug, mixed with water so you will 
eat ess.) 

e Have a big bowl of fresh salad greens 
with tomatoes (the greener the vegetables, 
the richer in nutrients). Remember the rule of 
five: Eat five servings of any fruit/veggie com- 
bination a day (juices counted). 

© Dont eat bread before a meal. It will only 
fill you with carbohydrates. If you can't help 
eating bread, have just one slice/bun with no 
butter 

© Avoid nibbling on chips and nuts before 
a meal, 

© Main courses should be grilled/baked/ 
steamed/poached, not fried if possible. Eat 
morefish than meat. 

e Stop cating when you feel your belly 
pushing against your skin/pants, waistline or 


Kasama ang inyong kabalitaan, 


belt. Don't even wait to burp. 

© Limit all carbonated beverages to once a 
day. 

‘© Dessert should be shared. Never try to 
finish a whole serving of sweets. You don't 
need the empty calories. 

© If you must have wine, make it red and 
not more than 1-2 glasses daily. (Remember, 
alcohol i sugar, so go easy on it.) 

‘Lightly salt your meal if you have the 
habit of reaching out for the salt and pepper 
shakers. 

‘© Do not ask for an extra serving of grat- 
ed cheese/gravies/sauces with your meal. 
You don't need the extra oil. (Note: Oil is 
still fat.) 

‘Take a cup of hot, fresh, unsweetened 
singer tea after meals (it helps digestion and 
speeds up metabolism). 

© Have early moming or late afternoon 
brisk walks, or light workout in the gym. 

© Late night snacking is okay if you have 
fresh fruit instead of a chocolate bar. 

Take a multivitamin/mineral_supple- 
ment (like Pharmaton) daily during your 
heaviest meal (for most people, its lunch). 
Have more Vitamin C (1,000 mg) and B (S 
mg) if you are highly stressed. If you are a 
‘woman, take calcium supplements. 

‘© Wear a smile on your face. A sad face 
does not attract love, abundance and prosper- 
ity. Worse, a gloomy disposition will guaran- 
tee more gloom in your life. 

‘elf beween meals you have hunger 
pangs, eat a banana or any fruit. 


Weekly 

© Hit the gym at least three times a week. 
Take a combination of classes—cardiovascu- 
lar, strength-training, stretching, flexibility 
(like cardio-dance/belly-dancing), weight 
lifting/resistance training, yoga.. 

e Have arelaxing massage. 

© Havea sugar and oil facial scrub. 

© Do a body scrub. Plain rock salt and oil 
can easily be done at home, or you can gotoa 
spa 


Monthly 

© Fast once a month, if you are used to 
this (have only 10 glasses of coconut wa- 
ter and water and a light carrot/apple 
juice for 24 hours). If you are a beginner, 
once every six months. Once you see the 
benefits, you will practice it more fre- 
quently. ` 

‘© Assess your wellness progress every 30 
days. Review the little triumphs you made 
and pat yourself on the back. 

© Praise and reward yourself with simple 
pleasures (watching a concert/movie, a day 
atthe salon, girl's lunch out). 

‘e Visit and patronize your favorite chariy 
Make civie-spiritedness a part of your self-ex- 
pression and not just at Christmas. Helping 
others is healing. 


Loveand light! 


Ang inyong tagapaghatid - 
ng ulat-pangmulat, | © 


You cannot have good health 
if you do not have the desire 


and discipline to be healthy 


[JUICE for the HEALTH of it! 


S r 
MATSTONE 


Mi pose Juice Extractor 


+ 1 large fuji apple for sweetening 


Wash carrots & apples and juice! Do not 

Metops, asthey contain toxic substances. S 

Traditionally used for: 

‘Acne, Asthma, Achiis, Bladder problems, Cancer, Cataract, Eye problems, 


Hay Fever, Liver problems, Skin problems, Ulcers, Weight Loss 
A good source of A 


DIPORTANT: Togetta mainan boret ol 
use apon exact wavy on EPMA 39 
‘Sool ll roarai tenes andra of 


Be iolew Extractor Ia AVAIADIO RE 


OTHER DEALERS: METRO MANLA «NAGY ENT. Manta 49- 
SEE, Sin an 122 PU OPS CG) 
LEMES «GREEN BA 
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Timo to sot the record 
Straight on pill use & 


NO WEIGHT GAINI 


Today's low dose pills do not causo weight 
gain. But the association between weight gain 
and the Pil is one of women's most deeply held 
views, and that coupled with the Importance of 
body image means thatit is very hard to change. 
However, itmeans many women are limiting their 
contraceptive options and missing out on the 
benefits of tho Pil. 


‘The Pilhas very much changed since i was frst 
Introduced 40 years ago. Early high- dose pills 
contained more than 80 meg of estrogen (in 
the form of Ethinylestradlol) and almost 
iniy caused weight gain in some women, 
the pills In common use today 
almost universally contain much less amount 
‘of estrogon. Those low dose pills, in partiul 
those with only 20meg of estrogen are not 
associated with weight gain. 


‘Studies with a low dose combined pil containing 
just 20 meg of Ethinylestradiol (EE) + 150meg of 
desogestrel (OSG) showed that the weight ofthe 
majority of women who used this pill for 6-13 
cycles had stable body weight (Serfaty, et 
11998 and Lavin, et al, 2004) 


Its realy ime to set the record straight in relation 
to the PII and weight gain. The evidence shows 
that fear of weight gain is unfounded and 
should not deter women from using the Pil. 
Women need to be given the facts to remove this, 
common and persistent misconception. 
Occasionally. hormonal contraceptives could 
cause modest but transient increases in weight 
‘as women's bodies become accustomed to the 
hormonal changes. For this reason, women should 
Continue with a method for at least three months 
to give your body time lo adapt to the PiN or any 
hormonal contraceptive before stopping. It 1s- 
indeed time for women to be aware that waight 
gain is usually associated with behavioral and 
physical changes attributable to aging! 


For questions, please const your doctor 
crema 

Or text 1o 0917-8528350 

Or send your teers 10: 

ORGANON PHILS, INC. 

5 Fr.. Fetsa Bdo.. #108 

VA Runo St, Legaspi 

Vitage, Makali Cy 1260 

Tel 8 02- 8177638 Joc. 14 & 20 
Fasso 617471 


REWARDS 


The wild chase is on for Inquirer's Guyitol 


Look for the specially-marked Guyito coupon in the pa 
Cut out, “hse address and signature. Drop at te 


of Inquirer. 
ignated drop 


boxes for a shot at your most wanted rewards! 


Join the fun as Inquirer celebrates 19 exciting years of giving Filipinos 
no less than balanced news and fearless views. 


Hunt from September 27 to December 14, 2004! 


‘See posters and print ads for more details. 


vpeu2t jPod 7B digital 


i palmae 3 


exchange 


Al products are avalable at Digital Exchange Gioriotta 3 


“Jom na! 


Simula ngayong Huwebes 4 


Cheri Mercago, s 


iasanen 


RED hot sneakers 
for trendsetters 


The drinks pictured above 
are for the health-conscious. 


Low calorie, and like this ad, 
completely sugar free. 


= Geeta Company © 0 ta tocat on Company 


eel ee! = PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


LIFESTYLE 


LA GEAR unveils its latest shoe collection for 
the fa-shoe-nably trendy. 

Whether you're kikay, sporty or funky, LA 
Gear has the right pair to match your outfit. 

Choose from over 20 colorful shoes and 
sneaker with trendy designs. 

Checkout the LA Gear boutiques at Gloriet- 
ta 4, Robinsons Place Manila, SM North Edsa, 
SM Southmall and Ayala Center Cebu. A new 
branch will soon open at Market! Market! in 
Global City and Gateway Mallin Araneta Cen- 
ter 

LA Gear is also available in leading depart- 
ment stores like SM, Robinsons, Rusta"'s, The 
Landmark and Sta. Lucia East, as well as spe- 
cialty stores Sports Central, Cinderella, To- 
by’, Royal Sporting House, Planet Sports, 
Athlete's Foot and Olympic Village. 


Did you know that it’s easy to tell {i 
‘someone's character by the things E 
he or she likes? Take the quiz 
below and be surprised how much 
your taste telis a lot about who 
you are and, most of all, what Coke 
will best refresh you. 


‘What wouss you wear on a big date? 

A. A classy. al-black ensembie 
from top io toe 

B. Whatever's loose and 
‘comfortabe 

C. Preppy sihouste that's 
dommanity nerais 

O. Boay-hugging that wa show 
your assets 


Who are the arsts on your CO rack? 
A. Maroon $, Abcia Keys 

8. Hoobastank, incubus 

C. Dasnooars Confessional 

D. Ministry of Sound, oga 


What do you ress? 
A. Newspaper and novels 

fq £. Independent ities 
C. Comics and scrl 
D. Magazmes and set-help books 


How do you tke your steak? 
A. Wel-done 

8. Rare 

C. Medum-tare 

D. dont eat steak 


‘What is your dream cet phone? 

A. The iess complicated. ine better 

B. Something hat no one else nas 

C. Wit ots of games and sofware 
1o operate 

D. Streamtned, with lots of stylish 
covers 


What's you dream car? 

AA. Anying that has four wheels and 
ve 

8. Suv 

©. Bettie 

5. Porsche 


How wa you pose in your yearbook 

proto? 

‘A, Sometreng inat mommy wous 
* nang on the wall 

8. Wacky and crazy. wah tongue 
sicing out 

C. You realy dont care 

D. Glamorous, ainost Exe a 
magazine photo snoot 


THE SM Philippine Ice Skating 
Team won the championship at the 
recent Ice Skating Institute of 
America (ISIA) World Team Cham- 
pionship in Blaine, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 

“The Filipinos, who competed against reams 
from the United States, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Thailand and Mexico, received a total 
of 7765 points. 

Runners-up were the White Bear Lake 
Sports team and Plymouth Ice Center. 

“The Philippine team consisted of Christian 
Gabriel Cruz, 25, who has won 144 gold, 58 
silver and 12 bronze medals from local and 
international competitions. He was the most 
bemedalled team member in Minneapolis, 
with nine gold and five sil- 
ver medalsin 14 events 

Roxanne Puno, 14, a stu- + 
dent at the Poveda Learning 
Center, was invited to per- 
form in a benefit show with 
Olympic ice skater Jenny 
Kirk. She won four gold and 
one silver medal. 

Katrice Regina de los 
Reyes, 11 and also a Poveda 
student, won four gold and 
two silver medals in the 
Minnesota 

Bien Patrick Bergonia, 11, 
brought home two gold and 


‘Now he tan pat. Belowts an assessment 
of yout personatiy protle Fé out wtuch 
‘one you ste based on your answers 
shove. As 3 bams. wave siso wetlen 
ann wtech Coca-Cola best dosctibes 
ana suts you. Ater a3, Inere's noting 
ixe grabbing a Coke thart retesh you 
the way you Wert i lo. 


Mosty A's 

‘Youre a classic. Everyone finds It easy 
10 talk 10 you. and you get along wet win 
moat everybosy Youfind l easy to gol 
Naw faends, evon in the mosi unSiey 
pisces 


‘Soto speak. youre tke the Regutar Coke. 
The ene that everyone has ahvays loved. 


Mostly B's J 
‘Youre onthe vad side. You Ixe 1s explore fS 
fnew places, ana you love ine outdoors. | 
‘Youtind satistacion in experenarsing, 
and ig happy knowing hal there's sways 
ssomeitzng Gffeert 19 do. 


Myou were a Coke, 
‘There's anvays a 


Mostly c's 
Youve got a lat going fer you coz youve 
{tl jut agnt You Dwys sea hein 
See aine Eavrgongendtamaous. Fiver silver medals. He won 
surely no party wil be ine same wiltoul” F| 4 gold medal in San Jose, 
m $4 California when he was only 
You're defintely a Vania Coke-youhave 4 
spat the agit louch of vanita 


eat Ds 
Youre are sopnistcatea. You sways fe] Minnesota : 
sire to improve yourself. You go to the Four-year-old Kate Jaclyn 
Pirsitcay Caleence a 
Sa et te ee’ Bl the Piippine ‘eam, won two 
phenomeront gold and two bronze medals. 

Taras Teni Danin, 9, won thse 
ot pt best ate you the same, Tesi and one bronze medals wile 
mee Fences Domingue feasa, 11, bough 
home four gold and two bronze medals. 

cornice mente loomed ix asi at 
the SM Megamall and SM Southmall ee Skat- 
ing Rims 


dbe Cherry Coke. 
ry vad sie 9 youi 


“Dale Marcus Feliciano 
won seven gold medals in 


E 


STYLISH suede shoes 


Pinoys are ice skating champs 


FRANCESCA Dominique Rescasata 
brought home four gold and two bronze 


poreon 


ROXANNE 
Puno shows her 
fire on the ice. 


